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Dr. Thompson:
Alcorn:

INTERVIEW WITH DR. GORDON ALCORN
By R. F. Thompson

Gordon, where were you born?

I was born in Olympia.

Thompson:

Did you go to Olympia High School?

Alcorn: No, we moved to Tacoma when I was quite small and I went to the
old Whitman grade school and then Lincoln High School and then C .P .S., (in those
days), and then the University of Washington.
Thompson: What was your father's work?
Alcorn: My father, originally, was a railroad man. In fact, all of my people were
railroad people. My father was a master mechanic in the South Tacoma shops when
I was a boy. He got a piece of steel in his eye, got frightened and decided he didn't
want to do that anymore, so he went into business--real estate, insurance, etc. ,
and then retired quite a number of years ago. When World War 11 broke out, though
he was pretty old, he went back to work for a machine shop.
Thompson: And what high school did you graduate from?
Alcorn:

Lincoln.

Thompson: Where did you meet Rowena?
Alcorn: Well, I met her at U .P .S. but she was on the art faculty, and I guess we
met in a reception line--about 1930, maybe.
Thompson: Then you went fre>m Lincoln High School to the College of Puget Sound.
Alcorn: Yes.
Thompson:

Did you plan to major in biology or botany?

Alcorn: Yes, and I went on a music scholarship .

• Thompson: You did! What was your instrument?
Alcorn:

I played the bassoon.
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Thompson: Was that Worsing?
Alcorn: No, it was Wright--J. S. Wright. We had this real good band and
Dr. Todd called about a dozen of us over there and said that we could come to
C .P. S. for free (I think it was $50 a semester or something) if we played in the
band, so we whipped up a little band for the College.
Thompson: You started out, then, in music but you planned to go into botany
or biology.
Alcorn: Yes, I have always known I wanted to be in natural history.
Thompson: Did you ever have any interest in medicine?
Alcorn:

No.

Thompson: Was Professor Slater your major professor?
Alcorn:

Yes, I met him in 1925.

Thompson:

Is that right? How do you remember him?

Alcorn: Well, I remember the very first time I saw him. He was sitting up in that
little landing above the main floor in Jones Hall, and somebody pointed him out.
He was supposed to sign my registration, and I went up there, shaking a little bit,
and asked him to sign it. He looked at me and said, "What do you want to do with
biology or what do you want to be in biology for?" I said, "I guess I like it and
I have always liked it." He said, "That's good enough."
Thompson: He has been sort of beloved by generations and generations, hasn't
he?
Alcorn: He's been popular to many, many students and has had many successful
students.
Thompson: He tells me that he graduated from Rutgers, which, of course, now is
New Jersey State University. Somewhere, someone told me that he had practically
finished all of his work for an earned Ph.D. and then his major professor died. Did
you ever know anything about that?
Alcorn: It was not quite that way. He went to the University of Washington and did
a lot of work, and I guess he had most of the courses out of the way, but the thesis
hadn't been started. He did most of it under Erne Gunther--or a lot of it.
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Alcorn: Well, of course, it was small. And it was rough--it was right out in the
old second-growth trees all around and all the brush--no sidewalks--gravel road,
from Lawrence right back of Jones Hall over to Union. Wooden sidewalk partly
built around Sutton Quadrangle. Of course, no trees around the buildings. It
was out in the country.
Thompson: About how many students do you suppose were there? 500 maybe?
Alcorn:

Oh, my, no. I would say 250-300 at most--maybe 200.

Thompson:
Alcorn:

Who were the outstanding professors then?

Well, Dr. Weir.

Thompson: Yes, in education.
Alcorn:

Professor Cheney in German. He was a fine scholar and we recognized it.

Thompson: Was that C-h-e-n-e-y?
Alcorn: Yes.
Thompson: Mrs. Cheney worked in the Registrar's Office.
Alcorn: Well, not till after Professor Cheney was killed.
Thompson: I see.
Alcorn:

She became Dean of Women.

Thompson:

How was he killed?

Alcorn: He was walking across Lawrence, at about 14th. He was a tall fellow
and he walked real quickly, and I guess he wasn't looking and( car ran over him.

•

Thompson:
work?

Then after you got through at C .P .S., where did you do your graduate

Alcorn: I came here for about five years--no about three years--and commuted
part time at the University of Washington and then for two years, and I guess two
or three summers, I was there full time to finish up the degree. Then I went to the
University of Idaho, but I came back to U. P. S . in the summertime. Then after I
left Idaho--I was there only a couple of years--I went to Grays Harbor.

-4Thompson:
Alcorn:

You were teaching at Idaho?

Yes, in the Department of Botany.

Thompson: Is your degree in Botany or Biology?
Alcorn: It is in both. I had a major in zoology and a major in botany and then
a minor in geology.
Thompson: Then you went to Grays Harbor and you were President of Grays Harbor
Community College?
Alcorn:

I went down there as Vice President and then I became President.

Thompson: How long were you there?
Alcorn: Five years.
Thompson: Do you remember the time that you told me you wanted to come up
and teach for us?
Alcorn: I think I told you more than that. I think I told you I wanted to come back
here and I wanted to work on the Museum and that I wanted to work on the campus.
And that I didn't want to raise money!
Thompson: I recall the interview very well, and I thought it was great and, of course,
we have been so thrilled with the years that you have been here. Now there were
other aspects of your interests. Tell me about the Museum .
Alcorn: Well it started as kind of a hobby of Professor Slater's in about--I am
'
going to say about 1927 or 28. I think I mentioned that in that history. Nothing had
been done here on the herpetology (that is the cold -blooded vertebrates--frogs,
salamanders and snakes--reptiles) so he just got sort of interested in it and started
to ':!ollect them, because nothing had been done. I showed an interest in natural
history, so I went on many field trips with him; and finally he just accumulated a
real good collection of them. But nothing had been done on the mammals and birds
and nothing done on the plants.

•

Thompson: Didn't he have boys in the service who sent him snakes from all over
the world?
Alcorn: Yes, he has things up there now from the Philippines, Southeast Asia,
and Europe.
Thompson: I know I have seen them and one day he told me that some of the men
in the service had made it kind of a hobby and sent them to him. How would you
rate our collection of herpetology?

-5Alcorn: Well, back in its hey day, it was probably number one in the West, but
not much has been done to add to it in the last ten years, but size is not really the
important thing--it's breadth of specimens, and there are specimens in our Museum
that cannot be duplicated. In that sense, it is very valuable. First collections of
things in certain areas. In point of size, I am not sure it's the big one any more,
like the birds and mammals.
Thompson: Then, didn't you have your hobby in mammals and birds?
Alcorn: Birds, just birds. Originally, the collection was put up on the top floor
of Howarth, in a room that was made for a dark room. It was just a bare room, the
rafters were there; but it was painted dark and there was a sink, for developing
films, but we never did a lot of that, so we just put shelves in there and filled this
room up with bottles. About 1931 or 32, a year or so after I graduated in 1930,
I started putting my bird skins up there and then about 1936, I persuaded Kitch to
put his birds there.
Thompson: Now, Kitch was a collector.
Alcorn: Well, he was a businessman and birds were his hobby.
Thompson: Where did he live?
Alcorn: He lived down on North 35th, right down from the school a ways. Then
about 1935 or 36 he put his skins there.
Thompson: How many would he have had?

•

Alcorn: He had about 1000 birds--no, about 1200 birds and maybe 700 sets of eggs.
Not big, but again, very valuable because they were early things from here and of
course we still have them. He had this collection in sort of an attic in his house,
which was a fire trap. I persuaded him that he ought to put them up here because
of the fire danger, among other things, so we had to take ev·'!ry drawer (he had old
cabinets he had made, just scrounged out of boxes); we pulled the drawers out,
carried the drawers down one by one, reassembled the cabinets on an old two-wheeled
trailer that I had; he sat in the back and supported it and I drove it over and we
carried them into Howarth and lifted those things up in the old elevator, where we,
had to pull a rope--about ten times for every floor. It was just a dirty little room,
with rafters showing, and we persuaded Gerry Banks to seal it in, which kept tar
from dropping down. When I came back in '45, I guess it was, I brought all of my
collection .
Thompson: Your collection had been from this geographic area?
Alcorn: Mostly in the Northwest, and I had done quite a lot of trading with other
ornithologists.
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Thompson: How did you know where to trade or what to trade--! mean, do you
do this by a magazine, or something?
Alcorn: No, it was what we needed to fill out our collections. We would need a
certain kind of hawk eggs or certain kind of hawk skin, for example , and we would
write around to the other fellows , or go to meetings, too, and we would talk it over
and decide that we would trade you this for that. There was an old book put out
quite a number of years ago, and it is a collector's item now, putting a monetary
value on skins for trade only (it has never been legal to sell them), so we used to
look at that book--a red-tailed hawk would be at $2.50 for trade, and a set of eggs
we needed would be worth $2.50, so we would trade one hawk skin for one set of
eggs that we needed.
Thompson:

What was this collection we got down from the Washington Historical Society?

Alcorn: It belonged to Bowles. Bowles was born and raised in Boston and he was
a protege of William Brewster, who was one of the great ornithologists in America.
Mr. Bowles was a very fine, courtly Boston gentleman, but he was a character.
We never knew much about his early life, and he never married. He came here a
few years before Kitch, and, of cours~, they were both interested in birds. They
found out about each other and for many yearsr-:'-from about 1903 maybe till about
1906 or 7, Bowles was here alone. I think Kitch came about 1908-9. They got
together and they were friends for years, until Bowles died in 1934.
Thompson: What was Bowles work?
Alcorn: He never worked. He never said much about money, but he did tell me one
time (and I got to be very good friends with him as I worked many years with him in
the field; he never had a car and I had an old jalopy of a car and we drove it around)
that he was living on the proceeds of his book, The Birds of Washington, which was
published in 1909--a beautiful set of books.
Thompson: What was Kitch's work?

•

Alcorn: Well, Kitch was a business man but a very poor one. During the first World
War, he owned a plant in the tideflats that brought fish from Alaska and froze it fot
Fort Lewis. When the War was over and the soldiers left and they were sbk of fish
so he went broke; went into bankruptcy. Then he became credit manager for Bellow &
Wright, which was an automotive chain around the country, but he was miscast.
The depression came and Bellow & Wright closed their doors and Kitchin was out of a
job again . So then he went to Mount Rainier as a naturalist, and that was where he
should have been all along. But he was getting quite old then. The second World
War came and they put him over at Port Angeles, up on a mountain there, spotting
airplanes. Of course, he loved that because he could do a lot of writing and also

-7spot animals. When the War was over, that job faded and he was just on his own.
He got a little house in Port Angeles.
Thompson:

Didn't I visit him and he had this house right on the beach?

Alcorn: Yes, he had an old shacky house on Carolyn Street.
Thompson: He had some of his collection there. I remember him very well from the
dinners we had.
Alcorn: He used to bring you down a necktie once in a while! He was a very fine
gentleman, and so was Bowles.
Thompson: Let's see, Kitch has been gone about ten years?
Alcorn: Well, he died in 1969--about that.
Thompson: What other collections does the Museum have?
Alcorn: We have a modest collection from Stan Warburton. Stan never did very much
in later years--only a few skins.
Thompson:

Didn't he have a heart condition in later years?

Alcorn: Yes, he did. Then we have a real fine collection from Jewett . Jewett was
forty-five years with the Fish and Wild Life Service, and we got the remnants of his collectior
really, and a very good addition. He put most of his things down at the San Diego
Museum, thinking that when he retired he would go down there and use them and
they would give him an office, but when he retired he wasn't well enough to do that
and didn't want to go anyhow. So what he had left, we got in his will and a lot of it
we got before he died--he just put it up here.
Thompson: What was his work?
Alcorn: He was 45 years with the U.S .Fish and Wildlife Service. He was instrumental
in establishing, and I think he was the first director of, the Harney and Malbeas T,ake
Preserves in Eastern Oregon. He was a field man and a real good field man.

•

Thompson: When did Dr. Johnson come into this picture--Dr. Murray Johnson?
Alcorn: Before I answer that, I should add one more --we had Hurley's things.
His collection wasn't big; we got a couple of thousand specimens--skins and eggs,
everything elegant. He was a perfectionist. in making skins. He had us in his will,
but he had some kind of surgery and it left him crippled and he couldn't walk, so
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finally he said we had better come and get it because he couldn't take care of it,
so we went over and got it. eight or ten years ago.
Thompson: What was it that we got from the Washington State Historical Society
when we had to take the mummy?
Alcorn: That was Bowles collection of eggs. Bowles, again, was mostly an oologist.
That was his prime interest and he was a good one. Also nidology (which is nesting) .
Oology is eggs, not skins. He gave some papers, incidently, when he was 14 or 15
years old at the 1893 Chicago Exhibition. All he knew was birds and eggs. He didn't
have any place to put them in his home. I don't know how many he had--how many
thousand sets--but he had almost a thousand species, so it maybe came to a couple of
thousand sets all together and he had no place to put them, so he persuaded
W. B. Bonney at the Museum to give him space there at the Historical Society and
they built these big cases with glass, slanted, and covered with black cloth to keep
the eggs from fading.
Thompson: I remember seeing a whole bunch of them around a post.
Alcorn: Chapin Foster would never jar loose with them. I kept after them but when
Bruce LeRoy came, he said they had no place in the Historical Society so we got
them.
Thompson: I think we left enough for a representative show.
Alcorn: I was just up there this morning and they are in pretty bad shape, too,
the way they are displayed --inaccurate and the labels are wrong on some of them.
Thompson: When did Murray Johnson come into the picture?
Alcorn:

I would say 1948 or '1949.

Thompson:

Was he one of your majors?

Alcorn: Yes, pre-med. Got interested as a hobby in mammals. Of course, he
went to Oregon Medical School and he knew Jewett well, so he came back to Tacoma
to start his practice in 1948 or 1949, somewhere in there, and started building up
a mammal collection, and a good one. He has a lot of good mammals.
Thompson:

Does he have a collection other than that at the University?

Alcorn: No.
Thompson: His interest is pretty wide-ranging. Doesn't he fly over around McKinley
and count the deer and that sort of thing?
Alcorn:

I am not sure of that specific thing , but he does have a lot of wide interests.
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Now he is working with students through a grant on the study of seals, and he has
worked for the National Park Service at the goat survey farm at Rainier, and that
sort of thing. He is an active fellow.
Thompson: Is his approach really scientific?
Alcorn:

Oh, I think so. He gets a little gung-ho.

•

Thompson: A little eager.
Alcorn: Yes.
Thompson: You and Rowena have done a lot of writing--mostly about Indians. How
did you happen to be interested in Indians.
Alcorn: She has always been interested in them--even when she was in art school
in santa Barbara--she used to go out and paint the Navahos. Primarily, she is a
portraitist and she_likes the skin tones and the expressions. She likes to paint people,
so when we were in Idaho we went to the Presbyterian Church and the preacher there
was Cliff Drury, and he shook our hands at the door and he asked about us. Rowena
said, "Gordon is at the University in biology," and he asked what she did and she
told him she was an artist. The next Monday morning he was out at the back door
and 'said he was doing a book on Henry Harmon Spaulding, the missionary, and he
needed some paintings and would she be interested, so she painted the frontispiece
and the cover for that book an<.l she painted things for his Whitman book and several
of his other books she illustrated. We were right there at the back door of the Nez
Perce so we went down to Lapnci at the reservation and talked to some of them--you
have to break them down as they are pretty hard at first--got an interpreter and
started painting the old ones. There were six of them there still alive who had been
in the 1877 war (you saw that book she put out) well, six of those were painted from
life--they were right in the war. So this interpreter became very much interested
in getting it historically down so we made appointments and he would take us to their
homes, talk in sign language, and she would sit there and paint them. She elaborated
it more into a kind of a historical thing--not just the culture of the people but the
history, so everything she did then (that was 35 years ago--it took her 20 years to
get all the paintings done) was slanted toward the war.
Thompson: These paintings are on display at Dry Falls, is it?
Alcorn: No, they are at Rocky Reach Dam.
and they are permanently displayed there.

The public ulitity has purchased them

Thompson: This is how you people did your writings. Didn't I read where you
people have over a hundred articles?
Alcorn:

Way over a hundred .

-10Thompson:

How many do you think you have?

Alcorn: I don't know. I've got about a hundred myself. She has quite a number on
top of that.
Thompson:
etc.?

Now hers is mainly Indian interest, but yours would be birds,

mammal~,

Alcorn: Yes, but she _ciid the Indian and history sort of thing. She likes that. I
am interested in it, too, but I don't like to do much writing in it. But as far as the
Indian is concerned, I was always interested in the biology of the Indian--their food,
what plants they used to eat, how they prepared it. So her interest in the painting
and the pure history fell right in with my interest in the natural history. That's
why it went pretty well.
Thompson: The Indians of this area were considered to be lucky b ecause they
had seafood, didn't they?
Alcorn:

Yes.

Thompson:

Then, didn't the others have cama s--weren't they roots or something?

Alcorn: Yes, the camas is widespread . So the coast Indian had cama s. Locally,
the Puyallups ate camas--it's a lily bulb. The Nez Perce, too, they ate camas, but
they had another thing over there called kous--they called it kous-kous. It was like
a little wild carrot and they found it in the fields and in the hard rocky fields of the
Columbia plateau.
Thompson: You have been with us since 1930, more or less. Who were some of the
unusual students who graduated under your jurisdiction?
Alcorn:

Golly, I would have to think about that.

Thompson:
Alcorn:

Well, you had Irwin.

Yes, he's a good example.

He's President of the New York Botanical Gardens.

Thompson: I remember that you came in and we actually had him on a contract. Do
you remember?
Alcorn:

Yes.

Thompson:
Alcorn:

Then he called me and he said he had this unusual opportunity.

You went down to see him, didn't you?
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Thompson: Yes, I did. We had lunch there in Los Angeles. He flew up from Texas.
I recall he said he had a daughter born without hands and this was one of the two
states that had laws that would give the child hands as she grew up.
Alcorn:

He was married only after he came here, though.

Thompson: He would be an interesting example of the kind of person you have had.
Alcorn:

Yes, he is.

Thompson:

You must have had fifty to a hundred.

Alcorn: I have had over 12,000 students in 47 years of teaching, counting the time
in Grays Harbor and Idaho.
Thompson You must remember a lot of very outstanding students.
Alcorn:

I'll have to try to remember and put some of that down.

Thompson: Do you remember when we talked about building a new science building
and do you remember the evolution of that?
Alcorn: Indeed I do. Well, Howarth Hall was originally built for physical sciences,
not for biological sciences. There was supposed to be a companion building, where
Mcintyre is now, for biology. That is why we never fitted into that Howarth Hall--we
did not have the proper sinks, the proper plumbing of any sort, the proper lighting.
So you, and I think it was Gerry Banks, and I, in fact, you and Gerry Banks called me
in one time and Phil Fehlandt (the old guys around) and said we ought to start thinking about a science building. The word around was to put it under the Sutton Quadrangle.
'
Thompson: You recall we had a lot of pressure from the federal government for bomb
shelters and they had come to us and said they needed a bomb shelter in the North
End and if you will put this underground we will contribute the major portion of
the construction. The plans are there in the archives somewhere and it was a phenomenal thing. I never shall forget that I took those plans home one weekend and I remember
you and Bob Sprenger and one or two others came to my office on Monday morning
and I looked at you people and said, "Did you come to the same conclusions that I
did?"
Alcorn: We did. It was absolutely not feasible. We would have had to pump everything out.
Thompson: Well, we would have had to raise all liquids 46 feet to get them up to the
sewer outlets.

- 12-

Alcorn: Dick Smith was in on that , too, with you. I went over to talk to Dick Smith
about that one time and I told him we can't put that science building underground
and he said, "I'm beginning to think the same thing. Have you any ideas?" I said ,
"I know exactly where it ought to go and I'll tell you exactly what shape it ought to
be . It ought to be a square U and it ought to be back on Union." He said, "Let's
•
go take a look, so we walked over there and I said, "That's where it ought to be,
but you can't cut that tree down (there was a big old Sequoia tree)." He said,
· "I don't see any reason why we can't put it here. Go back and sell it to your
colleagues." So Phil and I called a meeting and we got them all together. We
didn't say, "Now this is where it ought to go." We just said, "This is where it
~~ ggil}g _tg K<!.: II
Thompson:
Alcorn:

So you didn't have any problem at all.

No.

Thompson: In the original plan, you recall that where Howarth Hall is was to
be the science quadrangle, and you also remember in Dr. Todd's plan that where
the science building is now was to be the humanities quadrangle, and it was beautifully done --with a men's quadrangle and a women's quadrangle, etc. But I certainly appreciated an awful lot the fact that you people did a magnificent job on the
basic planning for the science quadrangle.
Alcorn:

We really had very few differences of opinion on it.

Thompson: McMillan wasn't in the picture then, was he? In Geology. I knew he was
a negative on it but I didn't know . . .
Alcorn:

No, he was retired, I guess.

Thompson:

You people put a lot of expertise into that.

Alcorn: Yes, we really put in a lot of time. I don't know how many times we reviewed
those things.
Thompson: Also, you said that we had to have a certain area for the Museum, do you
remember?
Alcorn:

Yes, yes.

We had a little sweat on that.

Thompson: On paper it looked like it was adequate, but it soon became inadequate,
didn't it? How much lead time did we have on that science building? It must have been
three or four years .
Alcorn: It was more than that. More like ten years. In fact, I went out, at your suggestion and at Gerry Banks' suggestion, and I, alone, sat down with Gy Nelsen

- 13 once a month for about a year at his house--out there by Sixth Avenue. It was more
like ten years.
Thompson: I knew the thing evolved and evolved, and that is the way you plan a
good building .
Alcorn: That's right.
Thompson:

You get all the inputs into it.

Alcorn: Incidently, in that old Howarth Hall, to back up my statement that it was
supposed to be for physical science, back when I first started to teach in the 1930's,
we had a Norwegian student, a big, tall awkw3;rd kind of kid, named Wilhelm Bakke,
but he was an artist with a pocket knife .
D·r . Todd hired him, gave him tuition
I guess, to carve those names by hand in that main entrance. Do you know what I am
talking about?
Thompson:

Yes.

Alcorn: Down there, off of the quad. And you see not one biologist on there, because
it was supposed to be just physical science.
Thompson:

Now, tell me about the arbor.'teum . .
./

Alcorn: I can't tell you a lot because it just came as a surprise to me. I didn't know
it was going to happen.
Thompson: I knew it was going to happen, but what I am really asking is about
your years of back interest. Do you remember, for instance, when we landscaped
Union Avenue and you selected the trees that would be used in each island.
Alcorn:

The Kiwanis Club bought them.

Thompson:
Alcorn:

•

Didn't you select which ones would be used where?

Yes.

Thompson:

Do you remember what ones you selected?

Alcorn: Yes, I do, exactly. I'll tell you why I do. There is a city ordinance to
prohibit planting .of any native trees on a parking strip, so I had to rustle around
and find some good, suitable non-native trees. That's right. It's still there. I
went up to the City Council several times, when Slim Rasmussen was mayor, and
maybe before him, and got nowhere with them about changing that ordinance. So
we had to pick what would grow about the same speed and be hearty and be artistic.

-14We didn't want one of beech trees, for example, as they get sugar in them and just
drop all over; so we had to pick them for speed of growth, and successive growth,
so we didn't have a little one here and great big one here. Of course, the fraternity
kids killed some of them, so they are this way a little bit.
Thompson: We had some people, who were not necessarily students, who drove
their jeeps over them. Do you remember which were the ashes and the other
species?
Alcorn: Well, there are catalpa, a beech or two, a birch or two. The Kiwanis bought
them, bought fifty of them because they were fifty years old--the anniversary of the
Kiwanis Club. But we were bound by the city ordinance and that handicapped us
a little bit. I have always resented that, and I don't see any reason why we should
go to Timbuktu and bring a tree back when we are hurting for native ones. I think
we should, and this is what I have advocated and this is what I told you when I
was interviewed back in 1945--that I thought the campus ought to be a laboratory and
it ought to be good looking. And by being a laboratory, it ought to illustrate as many
of the native things as we could get, and also get things that are not native but would
show things that our natives don't show; for instance, fruit and leaves, etc. So I don't
believe we should have everything native, by any means, but we ought to have enough
native things that we can use the campus for a laboratory.
Thompson: Do you remember when you saved the big tree on Union Avenue, just
on the edge of the campus? Wasn't it a cottonwood?
Alcorn: A black cottonwood, yes. When it is a double tree, the loggers call it
a "school marm 1.' cottonwood, I don't know why.
Thompson:

Didn't it have a bad heart?

Alcorn: Oh, boy, did it ever. There was a hole in there big enough for you and
me to crawl in.
It began to rot just above the ground line and Professor Slater and I went in there

one Campus Day and thought we could dig it out in one day but we dug farther and
farther to get all the decay out. There was a big cavity and we finally got all the
dead wood out and then got a couple of gallons of copper sulphate and just threw ,
it in there, to kill all the spores and fungi that was in it. Then we filled
it up with concrete--put some little bars in there to support it. It is completely
covered now. You cannot see. . . We made a little joke of it in this Arborhi~m
Committee--said we better put something in the archives somewhere so that if
somebody g0es in there with a chain saw (laughter) and tries to saw that tree
down, he'd better be careful.
Thompson: I looked at it not very long ago and you are right--it is completely
covered over, and of course, the tree has been saved, hasn't it?

-15Alcorn:

Oh yes, it would have been gone long ago.

Thompson:
Alcorn:

It is a beautiful tree there.

It is, isn't it.

Thompson: Why do you suppose those little evergreen that are along the Union
Street side seem to go along fine and then all of a sudden die?
Alcorn:

You mean the ones we got this year?

Thompson:
Alcorn:

No, in the last ten years.

Along Union?

Thompson:

Yes.

Alcorn: That soil is very bad, so before we planted those a hole was dug down
maybe four or five feet and filled it with sawdust and that was a mistake. I didn't
know they were doing this; they just did it. The sawdust got sour and rotten down
in there--to rot out is good but to get sour isn't. That settled and it got deeper and
deeper and the trees got settled down there with it and they got down below where
there was any air for the roots, and I think that was what did it. That's very poor
soil there, because you know that's been all slicked off and that big hill has been
taken out of there.
Thompson:
Alcorn:

Do you remember Huckleberry Hill?

Yes, I do--indeed I do.

Thompson: I remember how beautiful it was with dogwoods. I couldn't take it when
that came down--I left town! '
Alcorn:

That used to be a goat farm there.

Thompson: It did?

•

Alcorn: Yes. When I first came here as a student in 1925, there was a farm house
over in there, not a very big one, and a public speaking teacher named Holcomb
and I guess he paid the college rent, but he had goats in there; so promptly, of
course, the students labeled it "Holcomb's Agricultural College" (laughter) and
as a result the broom and stuff in there (where the fieldhouse parking lot is now)
you remember that, it was kind of a swamp.
Thompson:
stream.
Alcorn:

I remember I used to walk down there and there was almost a little

Yes. Well, that was where the goats used to be.
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Thompson:
Alcorn:

Did Holcomb teach for the school?

Oh, yes, he was a public speaking teacher before Teach Jones came.

Thompson: If you came in 1925, you must have come the first year after they moved
to the new campus?
Alcorn:

That's right.

Thompson:

Were you part of the move?

Alcorn: No, they moved in 1924 and I came in '25. It was brand new--just raw~-just
Jones Hall and the Gymnasium-now the Girls Gym; and the farm house where the
Music Building is.
Thompson: When we started to tear that building down, it was in the paper and some
woman called me from Fox Island and said you can't tear that down--that's where my
two sons were born. And, of course, there is still one apple tree out there from the
original orchard. It's in very difficult, decrepiLstate.
Alcorn:

Right back of Jones Hall.

Thompson:
ravine in.

Yes. But I remember it took us about 260 loads of earth to fill that

Alcorn: Where we had the little bell , . tower for awhile.
Thompson: Yes. I hope we never had to dig up that sewer because it must be down
20 or 30 feet.
Alcorn:

It's way down there. Some of those lines, however, are up on little sticks.

Thompson:

Yes, that's right, between Jones Hall and . . . .

Alcorn: Where the parking lot is now for the science building was a berry field and
the farm there put all their compost out there and there was a compost pile up there
almost as big as Jones Hall. And, of course, they came in there and just ripped it all
out and threw it away. It was gone. (laughter) Yes, it was a berry field.
Thompson: I, was interested in the evolution of the 11th Street. It used to be, evidently,
the whole hill and then didn't the city come through and put a sewer line or water line
or something and then the kids went over on their motercycles and then people got
brave and went over in their Model T's and the first thing it evolved into a trail and
then a road.
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Alcorn:

Yes. There were a lot of nice, native plants in there .

Thompson:
Alcorn:

Salall. . .

Oh, yes, and huckleberries and herbs, etc. It was a nice, little spot.

Thompson: I hated it. We had a problem because we had an 86 foot differential
between the top of Huckleberry Hill and the area in front of Anderson Hall. You
probably remember that in Dr. Todd's planning he had an artificial lake in front
of Anderson Hall.
He had started to dig it. And ran into clay.

Alcorn: Yes.

Thompson: Yes, we ran into clay, but there is also an outlet in the sewer that goes
in front of Anderson Hall to Lawrence, so they could drain that artificial lake.
And I remember that we discussed with the Trustees Long-Range Planning Committee
whether to create that artificial lake or not, ever, and they decided it would be an
attractive nuisance, and you'd have children problems, etc.
Alcorn:

We have it now in the pool.

Thompson: It's a little different though, because theoretically there is a rule
keep them out, but on a hot day they are in there.
Alcorn:

to

Yes.

Thompson: Well, that Huckleberry Hill was a very interesting experience and I
remember Don Shotwell and myself standing there and looking over to where the
fieldhouse could be located. He said, "l can take this hill and put it in that swamp
and we can have the parking lot there, etc."
Alcorn: Back in the old days, where the baseball field is now, roughly where the
track is, was all brush, too, and they slicked it out to be a playing field and then
they didn't have any way to police it at all so one Campus Day--! remember I was
chairman of Campus Day--it would have been about 1927 or '28--we called it
Post Hole Day and we got several students who were taking Hanawalt's surveying
class. We surveyed it and marked the spots and dug the post holes in one day.
Then slicked it up on the inside and put a fence around it and that's where they
used to play football.
Thompson: Jt was a little rocky.
Alcorn:

It was just gravel.

Thompson: I know Eddie Annis and two or three others told me how rocky it really
was. Now you mentioned Professor Hanawalt. Tell me about him.
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-18Alcorn: He came from DePauw probably at the invitation of Senator Davis. Senator
Davis came in 1907 and he brought Hanawalt out and I think the two of them probably
persuaded Prof. Slater in 1919. But Hanawalt was a typical college professor
(laughter) and he would never let you off the hook. I took a course from him, and
you worked at a problem (you always worked at the board) and if you didn't finish
your problem, you put the problem up at the top and drew a line around it and it
stayed there all semester. I tell you literally, at the end of the semester, we were
working with about that much board (about 18 inches) and you came in after school,
or an odd hour or something, to show him you could work that little problem up there
with your initials and then you could erase it off. And, by golly, you got it off of
there by the end of the semester. He made thetas. . . and you will notice in Rowena's
picture of him (I got from Paul a picture of Hanawalt standing against one of these
blackboards) she put that in his painting, remember?
Thompson:

Yes.

Alcorn: And he was noted for his theta. A theta is shaped like that, but it was just
so skinny you could hardly tell it was a theta--just a idiosyncrasy he had, and we
put one of these in his painting, too.
Thompson:

A theta is a mathematical symbol?

Alcorn: Yes, it's a Greek letter but it's used in mathematics. It is almost circular
but he made it pressed in. We used to laugh at him about that because it was so
obvious--he had his crosses down here. So when she painted that picture of him,
I said, "Now, let's put some symbols back there and be sure you put a couple of
thetas on." And he used to laugh about his name. He got a lot of fun out of his
name. Actually, he said it came from the German Hans in Walt--meaning "Hans
in the woods." And he used to call himself, Dr. Hans in the Woods. His own
little humor . He was a good guy.
Thompson: His son, Paul, graduated and his grandson, Frank, graduated and
Frank's sister graduated.
Alcorn:

Frank I think is .

Thompson: Frank is an administrator of a school.
Alcorn:

In Seattle, yes.

Thompson:
Alcorn:

His interest was mathematics, pure and simple, wasn't it.

Absolutely.

Thompson:

Now, tell me about Senator Davis.

- 19Alcorn: Well, he came in 1907 from DePauw. That was before Dr. Todd's time.
Dr. Todd came in 1913. -Bavis-erune--in-1:-9-e-zr.... And, of course, he was very courtly,
kindly gentleman--very slow acting--knew everybody--knew all his students by
their first names; knew where they lived. I had several classes from him. We would
go into class and he would kind of look at the back of the room and he'd say to some
student back there, "Well, how is everything in Puyallup today?" He always called
me the Audubon of the Northwest. That was my nickname. He was a very absentminded fellow and a bachelor all his life. Very courtly and again very quiet and
gentlemanly fellow.
Thompson:
Alcorn:

He went into the legislature, didn't he?

He was a senator in the State Senate.

Thompson:

I wonder how long.

Alcorn: Oh, several terms--two terms maybe. And we all got invited down--his
classes. And they would always give him the gavel when we were sitting up there
watching in the old capitol building. They would make a great to-do about it--they'd
give the Senator the gavel and he would preside when we were there and we'd stand
up and take a bow, you know, and they would clapp. It was a big deal. But he had
the touch with students--he had it.
Thompson: I once heard Dr. Brown--Dr. Ralph Brown--say that he came somewhere
from the eastern part of the State and the Senator brought him down to Olympia
evidently for one of these appearances before the senate and he said, "I came over the
hill and saw how beautiful it was and decided this was where I was going to practice."
So Dr. Ralph Brown went to Olympia because Senator Davis took him as a student down
there, and, of course, we have had Hafl."y• Bl!oGW11-, George Brown and the whole Brown
family--Mrs. Brown is an alumnus, too. She works in the University League.
Alcorn: Well, Ralph graduaV~d in chemistry and I think went over to work for Hooker.
Then he decided he wanted to come back and work in medicine, so he spent a year there
and I spent a whole summer with him, tutoring him in biology. He had got a lot of
chemistry but no biology.
Thompson:
Alcorn:

The Senator lived in a little house up on Sprague?

The old Conservatory of Music.

Thompson:

,Division and Sprague.

Alcorn: Let me digress for awhile. The University has never given Clayton Johnson his due. He's still living and he was the old Conservatory of Music up there

- 20and that little square house--I guess it is still there.
Thompson: No, it isn't. You mean, by the Church?
Alcorn:

Yes. Did they rip it down?

Thompson: It came down four or five years ago.
Alcorn:

That was where Senator Davis lived.

Thompson:

Tell me more about Clayton Johnson.

Alcorn: I first heard of him but I was pretty small. It would be in the early
twenties. I was still in high school and I graduated from high school in 1925. My
brother was very mechanically minded and he built a radio, when radios first
came out. Before vacuum tubes
· ,. ,.: :... '
he told me one time and he called
me up into t he attic of our house one time and he said, "I'm getting the College of
Puget Sound Conservatory of Music," and I put on these phones and heard Clayton
Johnson playing the piano. Let me digress again for a second. Do you have old
catalogues?
Thompson:

We have them but I don't have them here.

Alcorn: I have a full range in my office from 1920 on, I guess, and I just keep them.
So if you need them . . .
Thompson:

We'd like to have them as I really have to work this history thing.

Alcorn: Well , you can borrow them. Clayton Johnson's name kept popping up and
we'd listen to the music on the old radio and his name kept popping up--Clayton
Johnson, Clayton Johnson, and you can see his name in these old catalogues--192021-22.
Thompson:
Alcorn:

Well, I rather suspect so--I'm not sure of that. He's an old faculty fellow.

Thompson:
Alcorn:

He's an alumnus, too, isn't he?

He plays for Rotary every Thursday.

He played at the Baptist Church for years and years.

Thompson: He played the organ. He must be in his eighties.
Alcorn: He must be pretty close to ninety. But he is still around and I see him over
at the market. And I wonder, Dr. "T.", why has the College never given him any
recognition.

-21Thompson:
Alcorn:

Well, they should. I'll write Dr. Phibbs a memo.

They ought to.

Thompson: There must be a tragic side to his life. I once said to him, when I
found he was an alumnus, that we would like to have him help the University.
He said, "Did you know that I had a daughter who was ill for many, many years?"
Alcorn: A diabetic .
Thompson: He said, "It took every dollar I could get to
Alcorn:

She lost her eyesight--she got blind.

Thompson:
Alcorn:

Yes, she died six or eight years ago.

Thompson:
Alcorn:

Is that right? Is she gone now?

Evidently that must have been a very great drain on him.

Oh, it was.

Thompson: And he is still teaching. I think he has a studio downtown here,
somewhere. Well, I will follow up and see what we can do.
What other professors do you remember? You mentioned Weir earlier?
Alcorn: Of course, he was a great scholar--Weir. He was in education. I would
say his strong point, of course, was history of education, and he was a good,
vigorous, tough teacher but a scholar . . He stands out in my memory as a scholar,
and old Professor Cheney, in German, he was a scholar. They were really, truly
great scholars, in the literal sense. I think Davis and Hanawalt were great guys,
but they were humanistic and compassionate, and they liked students and were
thoroughly inspiring; perhaps riot at the levr>l of scholarship that Weir and Cheney
were.
Thompson: What are some of the other aspects of the College or University you
would like to discuss?
Alcorn:

I don't know--again off the top of my head.

Thompson:
Alcorn:

Oh, yes, Ray came maybe about 1940 and he was one of the later ones.

Thompson:
Alcorn:

How about Ray Powell--do you remember anything about him?

He came from Coe College.

Yes, Coe College.
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Thompson:
Alcorn:

No ... not Colby ... something like that. Rollins ...

Thompson:
Alcorn:

No, not that.

Of course, he took off during the War. I guess Ray did, too.

Thompson:
Alcorn:

You mentioned Fehlandt. He came from Wisconsin.

Yes, both of them were in the War.

Perry was in the War.

Thompson:

Was Warren Perry here when you came?

Alcorn: No. Warren came about --I'm going to guess--about 1930. Of course, the
library was on the bottom of Jones Hall.
Thompson:
Alcorn:

The lower side on the north end?

Yes.

Thompson: It must have had, say, about 40,000 volumes.
Alcorn:

Not any more than that.

Thompson: I remember one of the first things we needed was another dormitory
for men and we needed another classroom building and then we needed a library.
Alcorn:

I remember Miss Crapser, too, in languages.

Thompson:

What was she like.?

Alcorn: I remember she was a very fine lady and a very fine teacher in foreign
languages. And then there was . .
Thompson:

There was a Mrs. Whit.

Alcorn: Let me go back and look at some of those old catalogues and I'll put down
some things.
Thompson: ,Why don't you -- you were talking about the hatchet and the tug of war.
Alcorn: Well, the hatchet thing started before my day, it was very popular during
my day, and the seniors would always pass it along to the juniors, and the sophomores
would try to capture it. It was a big deal with the students. As I mentioned awhile
ago, this Wilhelm Bakke--well, I was president, I guess, of the senior class and we
devised a way by which we would give it to the junior class by going· up in the loft
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above the stage in Jones Hall and dropping~· a basket and we would bring the
hatchet up on the §.tage and we would pass it to the juniors and they would chuck it
in this basket and haul it up real quickly and somebody way up on the top floor in
the attic would disappear with it. Well, it was a good deal but it didn't work. (laughter)
Wilhelm Bakke was there and he was going to get the ax real quick, so s~omehow, · _
they struggled, he got the ax and jumped down off the stage and he ran over there to
the left of the auditorium, facing on the side next to where Mcintyre is now and jumped
out the window--and he broke his leg. That disturbed President Todd very much.
It really disturbed him, so he said we are going to have to take things a little easier.
(laughter)
Thompson: I remember, of course, that the theory was that you put your years
on the handle . . .
Alcorn:

Etched it in there with acid .

Thompson: Yes, and when I was being considered for President, one alum said,
11
Do you have good teeth? 11 I said, 11 What do you mean? 11 He said, 11 Well, when they
passed the hatchet the last two times, poor Dr. Todd got caught in the melee, and
he came out from under the melee with the hatchet in his teeth! 11 (laughter)
Well, it went on and someone stole the handle and a new handle came.
Alcorn:

I don't know--it kind of died.
'

Thompson: Well, in the War, I had a penny postcard come and it said, ''Dr. 11 T. 11 ,
don't worry about the hatchet. We have it and we'll take care of it. 11 But it was
not signed--there were just three little red dots and we've never seen it since then.
So it's on somebody' s beam up in an attic somewhere. I tried to get Mrs . Cooper
to put a feature in the Arches and there is a picture of it in the 1948 annual.
Alcorn:
Hall.

There is an impression of it out there in the cement at the end of Jones

Thompson: She told me she was going to do that, and then Dr. Phibbs' priorities
aced it out.
Alcorn:

We ought to get it started again, maybe .

• Thompson: It would be interesting to know where it is. How about the tug of war?
Alcorn: Well ·, that always came on Campus Day. Campus Day used to be pretty good
but we got so big it has kind of lost it's meaning, or something.
Thompson:

Well, you remember we used to cut out the weeds and put in fences,

-24Alcorn: Then we got so big that a lot of kids weren't interested and it was just another
holiday. We always had a tug of war between the freshmen and the sophomores and
it was out there between the south end of Jones Hall and the north end of Todd--right
in there. There was a gravel road and there is a big l.VIadrona tree in there, and it
still has the marks of that rope --around the bark of that Madrona tree. Then they
had a fire hose that shot a stream of water right down the middle of that, and I tell
you it was a badge of honor, if you were losing, you walked through that fire hose.
Us 1_lally, there was a hankerchief tied on the rope, and if you got over four or five
feet you lost. You had to walk through that water and it would knock you down.
I got on the losing end of that one time and I had to walk through it. I walked right
through that hose and then went home on the street car. That was a big deal and
we had a lot of fun.
Thompson: I remember campus day. I guess it is more sophisticated now as
Logger Day. They cut through trees and all that sort of thing. But I think it
was a very meaningful thing because all the students got together.
Alcorn: Yes, and then we had a picnic lunch.
Thompson: It was faculty and students together. I remember it as a very interesting and precious time.
Alcorn: It was. And really, we got quite a bit of work done, too. We started that
big, old tree out there on Campus Day--we couldn't do that today.
Thompson:

What other plants or trees did you help bring to the school?

Alcorn: Oh, my gosh. I put a lot of them there. I put that big Sequoia out there
and I made them move the science building ten feet. (laughter)
Thompson:

Where is this one, now?

Alcorn: It's at the Chemistry end of the science building. Oh, it's a beauty. It's
thirty or forty feet tall now.
Thompson:

•

Alcorn:

You mean the present science building?

Yes, the present one .

Thompson: And the Sequoia is located on the north side or the south side?
Alcorn: It's just (illustrating) - here's the chemistry wing, and it would be
right here. Some friend of mine out on McKinley Hill said she had this little tree
and would I like to have it, so I went out there and dug it up myself--about four
feet tall. Also, I put that other meta sequoia in at the south end of the pool and the
cercidophyllum and ginkgo there. Those are fossil trees.

-25Thompson: A ginkgo takes forever to grow, doesn't it?
Alcorn: No, no. I had it first in the cloister there between Howarth and Jones and
then they put in a heat run, so I moved it across the street so it is now at the
end of Todd. I came to class one morning, in that little 108 room there--in that hot
room, and I looked out the window and some little boy with his little boy scout ax
had chopped it down during the night. It was lying right on the ground. I went
over and took a look at it, and there was a little bark still attached, so I got one of
the guys from the Buildings and Grounds and we went out and very carefully lifted
that thing up and we put copper sulphate on it again to keep it from rotting and we
really put surgery to that--we splinted it, and tied it with rubber, and wired it
and it grew. And you can still see, right now, a great big scar at the base. But
it's pretty tall now.
Thompson: Where is this tree now?
Alcorn: It's at the north end of Todd Hall. There is a big Lorn bardy Poplar in there
which I think we are going to have to take down.
Thompson:
Alcorn:

Why?

It's rooting up, breaking up the parking with the roots.

Thompson:

Oh, well, you can fix the parking every five years.

Alcorn: If Elliott will do it! (laughter) Then there is another one down at the
east end of the president's house--a ginkgo. Then there is a cercidophyllum.
That is a beautiful tree.
That's a fossil tree.
Thompson:

Does that have a common name.

Alcorn: Dawn tree, or something. Then there is another one I put in--a native
maplP., I put in a ginkgo, an incense cedar--! put in a lot of those things. The
idea being a laboratory.
Thompson: I remember talking to Rowena about the fact that there should be something on the campus to honor you for all your interest through all the years, and
were were very thrilled when this arboretum thing came up. I'm not quite sure
that that mound of rocks is exactly the sort of thing.
Alcorn:

No, that doesn't look very good.

Thompson: ' It isn't the kind of thing that fits your personality nor fits the campus.
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Alcorn: No, I don't know about the personality but it doesn't fit the campus . But
everybody sees it, too. Larry Heggerness who was instrumental in a lot of it, and
we were at that picnic and he said, "How do you like that?" And Rowena said,
"Now, don't say anything--don't say anything." Because I just blew up to her-that's a monstrosity.
Thompson: What should happen is that they should take that plaque out, take the
darn rocks away and just put that on the end of the library.
Alcorn: Well, if they didn't do that, they could cut it down about three-fourths on
the back and side and leave it about so big--or they could put it on the edge of
the building, if they wanted to. It's too monstrous.
Thompson: It doesn't really fit the purpose for which it was intended . I was s hocked
when Larry said, "What do you think?" I said, "I love Gordon Alcorn like a brother,
and that doesn't seem to me like Gordon Alcorn."
Alcorn:

I don't know about that aspect of it, but it's monstrous.

Thompson:
Alcorn:

I have a feeling it will be changed.

Oh, he said it was going to be changed.

Thompson:

Dr. Phibbs said he didn't particularly like it either.

Alcorn: This is what I can't understand why they put it up there because everybody
had a look at the plans.
Thompson:

I don't think anybody saw the plans.

Alcorn: Oh, yes, they did. 'J?he whole committee saw the plans. Oh, Elliott was
very careful . He had the plans xeroxed and sent them out to everybody.
Thompson:

•

It must have been that it looked smaller on the plans than in reality.

Alcorn: Well , they couldn't read tl:le plans. I was out to Russ Ziegler's place along
maybe in May--he keeps a master chart on all new things that go on and he said
they are getting at me to redesign that plaque for you, and I said, "Go ahead and
do it," and they wanted him to do it in July but he said he did one and Elliott said
no way would he permit that to go--said it looks like we got it in a graveyard . So
he said, "What do you think of this? " He put these little rocks and he sketched it
and he asked how big was the plaque and
(cut off - end of a tape)
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events?
Alcorn:

Gordon, do you remember any unusual people on the campus or special

Well, one character who comes to mind is J. Stafford IV!clVIillin.

Thompson:

Who was he?

Alcorn: He owned a lime kiln in the north part of Friday Harbor--San Juan Island-at Roche Harbor. He had Chinese people working for him. It was literally a fiefdom,
because he took care of them if they got sick, he paid the hospital bills, etc. He took
care of them as kind of a family. He was a strong, religious character; had a very
strong . . . Mason, I believe--some lodge, it would have to Shriners or Mason or
Scottish Rite, that's Mason, isn't it.
Thompson:

Yes.

Alcorn: He had a lot of land up there--several hundred acres or more--and he
started to build a mausoleum on Roche Harbor. President Todd used to have him come
down to the College of Puget Sound and try to get money from him. Way back, maybe
in the middle twenties, and it would be in my catalogue--my history, there-he gave him an honorary degree. But to the best of my knowledge, he never
got any money from him. But this mausoleum has become quite a place and it
is still there and you can see it. It is quite a deal. He built a great, big, long
concrete table up on a platform, with big Corinthian columns with so many
steps, and it is all symbolic of the four facets of life, whatever they are. It is
a tremendous thing. One column is broken on purpose to show the imperfection
of life and there are concrete chairs around the table and up on the back of the
chair is the name of the person in the family whose ashes are in the seat. Finally,
old J. Stafford himself died, and his ashes were put in his chair, and his chair
faces northwest and there is a swath cut through the trees so that the sun of June 21
hits his chair.
Thompson:

•

Sounds like Stonehenge.

Alcorn: Yes. A very similar thing only it's a mausoleum. All his family are there-his wife. He was a tremendous guy. He had entertained Theodore Roosevelt up there.
He was a national figure. He ran for the U.S. Senate but didn't make it. He was
really quite a fellow .
Thompson: Do you remember anything about the way by which the Howarth bequest
came to the University of Puget Sound?
Alcorn:

Howarth died before President Todd got it.
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be used where it would do the greatest good?
Alcorn: You may be right on that--I'm not sure it was the City of Tacoma, but it was
some agency or some foundation, yes. So that President Todd was able to persuade
that organization or agency, and it might have been the City, I'm not sure, that this
was the place to put it.
Thompson: I think it was the City, and I suppose I have had fifty people tell me
that we turned that bequest to the University way back yonder when this decision
was being made. I also went to see the Howarth family in Everett on a number of
occasions and they were not very happy that it went this way , because of the fact
that the present man there in Everett said well if you build a building you always
have to renovate it about every 25 years.
Alcorn:

When did you see them?

Thompson:
Alcorn:

Oh, that would be three years ago.

Oh, just recently.

Thompson: When we were renovating, after the moveout. Of course, Howarth
Mea dowcroft, who is on our Board of Trustees, --his mother was a Howarth and
she was a daughter of the brother of the man who left the bequest. Of course,
Howarth Meadowcroft is named for the Howarth family. Howarth is very enthusiastic
and very good about it, but they have a foundation in Everett and the man there said
everything in the foundation goes to something in Everett.
Alcorn: Well, President Todd put the bottom floor of that building up and then he
ran out of money. In fact, when I first came here, we had biology and all the sciences
in what is now the basement floor. One lab--toward the Lawrence Street end; then
it became physics after we moved. The top of the building was what is now the first
floor. It just had tar paper on it and we walked right out on it. Then he got this
Howarth money about 1926 or maybe 1925, and finished it off. Rowena painted that
picture of Howarth. Incidently, you know that was vandalized and she had to redo it.
She had to be very careful to see that she did not put Leonard Howarth's hands in it
because he was all gnarled up with arthritis, so that is why the hands are hidde n
in that picture, and they asked her to do that. I think he was pretty well crippled
and in a wheelchair.
Thompson:

Did she paint it from life?

Alcorn: I'm not sure. I think she saw him once or twice only. There is a picture
there and also a photograph.
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stipulation of the gift.
Alcorn: Yes, they must be displayed. Wilhelm Bakke carved that thing by hand
at the same time he did this this up here.
Thompson:

The thing over the top.

Alcorn: Yes. The frame around that picture of him and his math books.
Thompson: We have had about three of the Bakkes in the 35 years --I wonder if
they were any relation .
Alcorn:

I don't have any idea.

Thompson: It would be interesting to see if they were. I mentioned earlier Professor
Frederick McMillan. Do you remember him?
Alcorn:

Oh, yes. A geology fellow. He started out in Chemistry.

Thompson:

Yes, he started out in chemistry and then he started collecting rocks.

Alcorn:

He established the geology department.
was
Thompson: I always kind of felt that he/ sort of a maverick, somehow or other.

Alcorn: Well, I don't know about putting some of this on tape.
Thompson: We will probably have to delete it.
Alcorn: Well, I think Mac was a real pleasant guy and a good guy but he was completely insecure. He had been to Willamette and got a maverick degree at Willamette
way back and then they dropped the degree and he always felt that . . . then he
tried for a master's at the University but he couldn't hack it out; so Mac was a
good guy but he was not really adequate .

•

Thompson: When I used to walk in his classroom and look at the blackboards,
and in a sentence there would be three or four misspelled words, it just broke
your heart, you know. At the same time, the students loved him .
Alcorn:

Yes, as far as the teaching was concerned. . . He was too insecure.

Thompson: You mentioned Jim Slater.
Alcorn: Yes, I said, "How many deans do you remember?" He tried to think back
and then he said, "How many do you remember?" When I first came, there was
Cunningham, then there was Henry, then Lemon, then Drury, then Regester,

- 30then there were two or three --Thomas, Bock, etc. I think I came up with 12 deans
that I knew, but only three presidents. (laughter)
Thompson: 1 don't know how that happened. Well, I guess the deans were more
vulnerable that presidents.
Alcorn:

When Slater came, Marsh was dean. And Mrs. Marsh was a biology teacher.

Thompson:
Alcorn:

Did you know Marsh?

Yes, quite well, quite well.

Thompson:

What was he like?

Alcorn: Very fine gentleman. A little fellow, a lively little guy; and after he left
here he got active in the Washington Educational Association and became secretary
or something and lobbied for them.
Thompson: I used to see him because he was president of the Methodist Men's Club
in Edmonds and he'd have me up for breakfast with the Methodist Men at least once
a year and they gave the money from the breakfast down here. The church finally
established a memorial scholar ship here in his name.
Alcorn:

Oh, yes, the Arthur Marsh.

Thompson: I remember him very well--as you say, he was slight but he was very
dynamic and even when he must have been 75 he had a lot of drive. And very much
interested in the University and very loyal.
Alcorn:

No doubt of it.

Thompson:

I never knew why he left. Did you know Cunningham?

Alcorn: A little bit.
Thompson:

What was he like?

• Alcorn: I can't answer .
Thompson:
Alcorn:
good.

Did you know Lemon?

Oh, very well. He was a very fine scholar but his judgment wasn't always
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Alcorn: Dealing with people. He and President Todd, I think, sort of got on the outs
and Lemon went to the University of Idaho and was still there when I went over
there to teach after I finished my work, so I knew him here very well and then over
in Idaho very well. But as I say, I think it was his judgment. I know, as students,
we used to say--that's a funny thing to do, or something. So he went over there .
Drury was a disaster. He was completely and totally without finesse, without
judgment at all; just a disaster. He lasted a couple of years.
Thompson: What was his major--what was his interest academically?
Alcorn: I think psychology. That was Lemon, too. Henry, of course, was
chemistry.
Thompson: You knew John Regester, of course.
Alcorn:

Oh yes, for many years.

Thompson: He was a wonderful dean.
Alcorn:

Yes, a real scholar .

Thompson: A real scholar. Very astute. Knew how to handle people and faculty,
and a great joy to work with him.
Alcorn:

Yes.

Thompson:
Alcorn:

Bock, I think, was over ambitious.

He wanted to be president over night.

Thompson: Well, he said he would only stay five years in any institution, he didn't
care what it was.
Alcorn:

He wanted to get there quick; he couldn't wait. (laughter)

Thompson:

He was willing to walk on anybody's back to get there.

Alcorn: You know there are a few guys up there now that say Bock was a pretty
good guy--too bad we lost him.
Thompson:
Alcorn:

That sounds like Ernie Karlstrom.

I don't talk to Karlstrom--never see him anymore.
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Alcorn:

Lantz is still gung-ho for Bock.

Thompson: Of course, Lantz was always that way. Lantz was a fellow that when
things were going smoothly he'd have to ask questions.
Alcorn: Think something was wrong! (laughter)
, I don't know, if you think back, in generalities, you can't pinpoint a lot of things,
'\ and I suppose it is inevitable in the evolution of any organization or any university
\that times change, the atmosphere is not what it used to be--I'd say even back in
. , .'t he days when you first came--there is no rapport, less rapport, and I suppose
~ e. ";that guys like myself, Prof Slater and some of those who have been there so long
/ that have, in addition to loyalty and affection for the institution, the younger fellows
<0~ ~/
and I suppose it is a nat~ral thing, the medium ~uys t~at are 4~ to 45 years old w~o
{.:>'
·-have been there ten or f1fteen years don't have 1t. I thmk that 1s a natural evolutwn.

'!' ./

(
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Thompson: Well, I think so . We were all kind of a family; we thought we were
building the place.
Alcorn:

That's it.

Thompson: We felt we were pulling· it up by the bootstraps.
Alcorn: We didn't have a lot; we weren't affluent; what we did accomplish by our
own bootstraps meant more to us than just going out and buying it. If you earned
the nickel for the ice cream cone, you enjoy it more than if someone gives it to you.
Thompson: That's right.
Alcorn:

We don't have that now.

Thompson: I wonder if it's because have a beautiful campus, nice buildings, the
aura of things going along pretty w~ll--or whether it isn't a whole psychological
turn in teachers--you know, this idea of high school teachers striking, and all
this sort of thing. We used to think this teaching was a great thing, you were
giving kids horizons, etc.
··
Alcorn: I have to be careful about what I think and what I say, along this general
line, because people say every old guy says it; and every old guy says he is right,
too . But I can't see, but when the bell stops ringing, before the echoes are out of
the hall, the ,guys are on their way home. Right now, we're in between and there is

!

/
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nobody around --well, vacation's fine, they ought to take a rest, but nobody is around;
the place is empty. I'm the only one up there . I go up there every day, I enjoy it,
I like it, etc . . There is a different spirit and I think it is partly what you suggested
a moment ago--that we had it pretty tough up there for a long time--even before your
day, but it didn't seem tough to us. It was fun. We all kept in there; we had the
old literary society, and now it's different.
Thompson: You know I can remember when we gave an honorary degree we said
to the trustees, "Now, are you people going to contribute the $6.00 to buy the hood?"
And I can remember when we had a dinner, Lucille went out and got the flowers out
of the yard and decorated, and I remember she baked cookies until two o'clock
in the morning in order to have them for the students--this sort of thing. And it
was all part of it.
Alcorn: Maybe it's a natural evolution, I don't know.
Thompson: Well, and also the size of the school. Well, as I tell them, it's a great
school and we made it great because all of us pulled as a team and we dedicated our
lives to it, and there are thousands of people out there who rise up and call you
blessed, Prof Slater blessed and the rest of them, so it is really wonderful.
Alcorn; Everywhere I go I see students.
Thompson: Yes , and they ask about you, and they ask about Rowena, and they
ask about Prof Slater, and all .

•
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ON APRIL 19, 1978
Thompson:

Gordon, I wanted to talk to you about background. Were you a

native of this section.
Alcorn:

Yes, I was born in Olympia and grew up here in Tacoma. My

father and mother moved here.
T:

What was your father's work?

A:

He was born in Virginia and came out here in about 1900. He was the

first brewmaster for the Olympia Brewery--for the Schmidt family. He figured
that in the brew cellar (or whatever you call it) he got rheumatism-that's what he thought. He had been with the railroads in Virginia. He
was a hosler and a pretty young· fellow, too. He was only 21 or 22 when he

(

came out here; he was born in 1881. When he came here to Tacoma, he
worked for the railroad at the old South Tacoma shops as a mechanic. He
got a piece of steel in his eye and that sort of scared him so he quit and he
went into business--real estate and insurance. He retired before the World
War II but during the war, for patriotism, he went back to work as a machinist.
He was a pretty old fellow but he worked four or five years.

•

na~ural

T:

Have you always had an unusual interest in

history?

A:

Yes. I really can't remember when I didn't. I was showing my class

the other day some big colored prints of birds put out by the Winchester
people to advertise shooting birds, ducks and shore birds. My mother gave
me those when I was seven years old. I had a little note on it. I can't remember

(

\_

when I wasn't interested in natural history.
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T:

You carne to CPS from Olympia?

A:

No. From Tacoma. We moved here and I went to school here and I entered

CPS in 1925.
T:

Had you attended Stadium?

A:

No, Lincoln.

T:

Did Rowena go to Lincoln?

A:

No, she went to Stadium!

T:

Was she in the same class that you were?

A:

No, she was about a year ahead of me-- about 1924 maybe.

T:

If you carne to CPS in 1925, that was the first year on the new campus,

(Laughter)

wasn't it?

(

A:

They came in 1924.

T:

Do you remember the move?

A:

No, I wasn't in on it, but I remember it from the newspaper.

T:

You weren't one of the ones that carried the trees up, the books up and

the Color Post, etc.
A:

No. The faculty paraded from Sixth and Sprague--that was Senator

Davis, Professor Slater and Professor Hanawalt.

•

l

T:

Do you remember those professors?

A:

Oh, very well. I had classes from them.

T:

Tell me about Davis?

A:

He was a very kindly gentleman, very good natured, always a twinkle.

Very popular with students because he knew his students. We would go to
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class in the morning and he would kind of look at the back of the room
and say, "How's everything in Puyallup this morning?" to a student who
lived there. He was a very kindly fellow and a pretty good politician, too.
He was in the Senate for a number of years.
T:

He was genuinely respected by the political people as well as by the

students.
A:

He was highly respected. Remember old Senator Medcalf in the State

Senate? He made kind of a valedictory to Senator Davis when he left the
Senate and he said, "In all my experience, Senator Davis voted right more
times than anybody I have ever known." Of course, he was a political crony
of Davis'. He presided a great deal in the Senate and he would always bring

c

his students down during the session and we would sit in the gallery and the
lieutenant governor would always let the Senator preside while we were there.
He would always look up and welcome the students! I used to pick him up
in my old jalopy of a car on Sixth Avenue. He'd get off at Six th and Lawrence
and I'd pick him up and take him down Lawrence to school. He would
write me a note at the end of the semester and thank me for picking him up.
He would address his envelopes to me, "The Audubon of the Northwest." I still have one of those envelopes somewhere.
T: I recall that he used to take carloads of students down to Olympia. You
know, Dr. Ralph Brown, of course. He told me that he had never been to
Olympia and the Senator told them all about Olympia. When they drove over

l

the hill where they could see the capitol, Brown said right then to himself
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"this is where I want to spend my life." And he's been in Olympia ever since
and the Brown children have all gone to the University of Puget Sound.
So the Senator was much beloved. He lived for many years in the little
house that was the Music Conservatory.
A:

Yes , right back of the church there.

T:

I was in that once and he had books stacked everywhere and there was

just a little trail so he could get around to the kitchen, etc.

(

A:

I was in there many times.

T:

He had a tremendous memory, I am told.

A:

Yes, dates, people, . . .

T:

Yes, page 93 of this book, etc.

In your notes you say that there was a student rumor that he was interested
in Professor Crapser.
A:

Yes, that went around.

T:

She was a language teacher.

A:

Yes.

T:

What was she like?

A:

She was very much the outdoors person. She belonged to the Botaniers

and again a very friendly lady, a very fine teacher, highly respected. She
ended up sort of tragically. For a long time, I guess many years, she was
kind of an invalid with a brain tumor .
T:

Oh, how sad. Professor Weir must have been at his peak when you

were here. Is that right?

l
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A:

Now, he was the scholar and was always regarded as the scholar. He

had a shock of pure white hair, very strict, very exacting, but again with
good humor and highly respected and highly admired, but one did work
.. ]1.",.$
,__ ...

... _

with him!

.

.

Education history--he knew about

{;~_" -r\ f_b:_:-~ _
: ~ ~· t
__.\ _,.::: ,t.L:.~., _.__!,:.~---- - and

all the

rest of them--knew their lives and their contributions to education. I
think of all the early people, along with Dean Regester when he eventually
came, that he and Regester were regarded as the scholars.

c

T:

Do you remember when Regester came?

A:

Yes. He taught psychology when he first came.

T:

Then worked over into philosophy?

A:

He took a year off, I guess it was in Boston where he did his work. That

was about 1928 or 1929, something like that.
T:

He certainly was highly regarded. I never knew a person with whom

it was easier to work, and yet a man who stood on his principles and gave
distinguished leadership.
A:

We had dinner with them a couple of Sundays ago over at Wesley Gardens.

T:

His first wife was a tremendous person. I don't know the second one

as well, but I thought it was awfully nice that he married a second time because they were evidently friends many years ago.
A:

They are very happy and very compatible and she kind of keeps him

spruced up and keeps him busy.
T:

He must be in his latter seventies.

A:

He is 81.
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T:

Is that right? He certainly is very, fine fine. There were other professors.

Can you tell me about Professor Henry.
A:

Yes. Henry was head of chemistry and just prior to that I guess he was

dean. He had difficulty in teaching . . . he had some kind of . ~,i:)?o~.~~"'
{

\

T:

Impediment?

A:

No, it wasn't that. He had to have a handkerchief all the time. And

his blackboard script, handwriting, was absolutely impossible.
T:

He has two sons who are close by here, right?

A:

Yes. Fred is out on Anderson Island and the other one I don't know.
/A...tp,_,.,...,..y;~~ ·;;
Then his daughter is Georga..Se.hwartz' wife.
T:

(

He seems to have carried a considerable amount of influence and weight

in the University.
A:

Yes.

T:

I thought that sooner or later I ought to get his sons on tape.

A:

Yes, get Fred down here. He's retired on Anderson Island but he comes

in every Monday to sing in the chorus here, so you could get him on a Monday.
T:

Good. Did you know Reneau?

A:

Yes, Georgia Reneau. She was very quiet, very gentle and again considered

very scholarly.

She was rather careless about her personal appearance. I

think she had a little trouble with Dean Lemon; they had academic difficulties
or something.
T:

She lived, you know, just back of the fieldhouse and we bought six lots

from her. I wanted her to give them to us but she had a nephew that she
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thought she ought to protect. She was a little bit bitter about the University,
and Dean Lemon and Dr. Todd. She thought Dr. Todd sided with Lemon
rather than her and then she went to PLU and taught there for awhile.
She seemed to be so highly regarded by so many students that I said to the
Alumni Association maybe they would like to have her speak at the alumni
meeting one Spring. Were you at that meeting?
A:

No.

T:

She went on for nearly two hours.

A:

That was a few years ago.

T:

That would be 15 years ago. Dick Wasson asked her to speak and

she was thorough and it was an interesting time! She lived in this big

c

house on 9th Street and she had 13 cats.
A:

Yes, I've been there.

T: It was a very difficult place in which to visit--to sit down or take
a breath!
A:

That's right. And· she always had trouble with her personal things--

clothes, etc.
T:

I think this is why Lemon and Dr. Todd felt it would be wise to have

her go somewhere else, although she seems to have had the genuine regard
and affection of many, many students.
A:

She was pretty sharp on the literature and that kind of thing.

T:

When did McMillan come?

A:

I'm going to say about 1926 or 1927.
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T:

Was he a teacher when you were a student?

A:

He was a teacher. He'd been at Willamette.

T:

Did you take any of his courses?

A:

A lot of his courses.

T:

How was he as a teacher?

A:

He was no geologist. He was not a trained geologist. He came as a

chemist and he loved to fiddle around with geology and I guess he started
the geology department, which was one room on the top floor of Jones Hall.
had
HE;~ an inferiority complex and wanted to bend over backwards to appear
that he didn't have it. But he was no geologist and a very poor teacher
and highly opinionated. He liked students or he didn't like them and there

(

was a jealous streak in him (it's terrible to talk about someone who is dead),
but he was difficult.
T:

Yes, he was.

A:

He was not the academic caliber and personality for the University.

T:

I found that, too,

~nd

of course it was very difficult to handle. He had

his champions, like Norm Anderson. Norm tells me that he actually started
the geology department with a barrel full of rocks that he had in his room.
A:

That would be pretty close.

T:

Once I went in his classroom, after a class, and in one sentence on the

board, there were five misspelled words.
'
A: He was no student or scholar.
T:

But students were great champions of his because those who liked him

he gave A's and those who questioned him got . . .
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A:

He was "Mac" to all the students and he kind of sponsored one of the

fraternities and spent a lot of time with students. I spent a lot of time in
his home in the evenings. His wife used to cook up the biscuits and .
T:

He was popular and he was, of course, very eager to stay on and teach

afterward but I didn't think his academic qualifications were such to merit
it, and he caused quite a fuss.
A:

I think she is still living in Lacey.

T:

Yes, she is and we see her quite often.

When you finished at CPS , you

did graduate work. Where did you do that?
A:

At the University of Washington.

T:

Did you get a master's?

A:

The master's in 1934 and the Ph.D. in 1935.

T:

Your master's was in what?

A:

Biology.

T:

What was your thesis?

A:

My thesis was in botany . I did an inventory and survey of the desmeds,

microscopic green plants, algea, in the Puget Sound country.
T:

When was your doctor's thesis?

A:

Well, I did the master's thesis in desmeds and went on and finished

it up for the doctorate .
T:

pid the U of W have requirements of French and German for the doctorate?

A:

Yes, I had both.

T:

I remember working through that. I did the French because I took French
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in college but I did the German because I dug it out.
A:

You know, I took a lot of German from Professor Cheney and Maris at

CPS because I liked the German. In fact, I had enough for a major in German.
Then I just sort of thought at the University that why don't I get this German
out of the way because then I could get the master's degree in August and
I wouldn't have to wait until the next June. So I applied at the last minute
to take the master's exam in German and I didn't bone up on it and I flunked
it, but flat! Of course, after that I boned up on it and I had no problem.
I liked the German and I didn't look forward to French but I did it.

(

T:

Tell me about Professor Cheney?

A:

He was regarded as a great scholar and he was--he really was.

T:

What was his field?

A:

German. He knew the other languages so well and the value of his

courses (and I can still remember them) was the comparison--he would
say look at the cognate or look at the relationship between this and the
French, or the something, m>-t-h:e-suml!thin-g.,.and he'd give us a string of
them, you see. He was a great guy. But he didn't know anything else but
Jl·
that. You never saw him but what he was dressed J"'l 1 I don't think he ever
put on an old shirt, even at home. We used to be in their home a great
deal and Mrs. Cheney was a very sympathetic lady to students. He was
always dressed up and I think when he got up in the morning he put on his
necktie for breakfast.
T:

Mrs. Cheney was registrar after his tragic death.
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A:

Yes, and then she became dean of women.

T:

She was certainly a dedicated person.

A:

Yes, a fine woman.

T:

She had some tragedy, healthwise, that made her lose her hair.

Was it scarlet fever?
A:

Yes, it was way back. It was something like that. She wore a wig

for a long time.
T:

Two boys are living, one in Wenatchee.

A:

Bob is in Yakima and Phil is in Wenatchee and now Margaret is in Yakima

too and Mfrriam is here.
T:

Mrs. Cheney was a wonderful person. She used to spend endless hours

in the registrar's office there, and everything was absolutely perfect.
After you received your doctor's degree, what did you do?
A:

Went to the University of Idaho to teach.

T:

That's where this botanist's herbarium burned down?

A:

Yes, that was Henderson's. I saw him a few times. He was Peggy

Strong's grandfather.
T:

I appreciated your memorandum to me with the facts about Peggy Strong

and the murals.

•

(_

A:

Down at the depot .

T:

Yes.

A:

They hoisted her up on a scaffold because she was in a wheelchair.

She had broken her back in a car accident.
T : It is interesting and when I write about the student center I'll have quite
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a little bit about that.
A:

She was one of Rowena's art students.

T:

Is that where she learned to paint the blue hawks and other things?

A:

She had done some work elsewhere and I don't know just where. I think

she was on her way back east to school when a tire blew out and her car went
over.

(

T:

How long did you teach in Idaho?

A:

Two years.

T:

Did you teach botany or biology?

A:

I taught botany and mostly systemic botany and mycology.

T:

Were you and Rowena married at that time?

A:

We were married in the summer of 1935, after I got my work done at the

University of Washington.
T:

Rowena was from Tacoma and where did you meet her?

A:

I met her in a reception line in Jones Hall!

T: As a freshman?
A:

No, that was when I first started to teach. You see, I graduated in

1930 in June and President Todd asked me to stay on right away for the
summer school, so I got the degree yesterday and started teaching today

•

in the summer school. I taught, I guess, maybe 30 or 35 summers. I always
came back to UPS in the summer time .
T:

l

So, that's where you met her in the reception line. Was she teaching

art at that time?
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A:

Yes, she was teaching art with Mrs. Cochran.

T:

Mrs. Cochran was head of the art department.

A: Yes.
T:

Was that located on the third floor of Jones then?

A: Yes, right over your old office, looking out on Lawrence.
T:

Jrn
,~->

Rowena graduated from UPS, didn't she? .,-. t

;} Y,,

A:

¥'(;f$;,
......- -

T:

'she took work for about five years, perhaps the years 1930 to 1935 .

l'~

How would you compare the curriculum that you studied and the evolution

of the curriculum, because you have been right in the middle of this thing
for years. Could you talk about that?
A: You mean in the University or in the Biology Department.
T:

I am thinking of when you were a student and then as you watched this

evolve.
A:

I don't know. I'd like to think about that a little bit. We've always been

committed to so-called liberal arts, where we got something in depth. It
pops into my mind that much of this goes back to Dean Regester. I think
I see now, and I am sure you do, too, the return, the comeback, to the good
old days. We g·o through the evolution--the young guys come along and
they want to revolutionize it; we make a lot of changes and after a couple
of years when it doesn't work we go back to where we were, roughly.
T:

'I;'hat's right.

A: We're about back to the liberal thing that we used to have. Somebody

(__

came up not long ago, some of these young gung-ho fellows in the faculty,
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came up with the function and the strengths of the liberal thing· and it was
practically Dean Regester, word for word.
T:

It is amazing how it evolves around.

A:

We got rid of the final exam and then they decided it was good after all,

so we are back to that.
T:

We had all the pressures of the G .I.'s and the vocational aspects.

A:

But basically, I don't think we change a great deal.

T:

Basically, it really comes down to great teachers, doesn't it?

A:

One thousand percent.

T:

You will remember the one or two or three that just made a tremendous

impression on you and set your mind on fire and gave you horizons and

(

you put up with the dullards, because it had to be done. I never shall
forget when I was in seminary I led kind of a little revolt about the fact
that Greek and Hebrew were required, and I said to the dean, "The only
reason they are required is because this is the way these two professors
get a class." It wasn '~ very long until Hebrew wasn't required and now
Greek isn't required.
Let me refer a little bit to Rowena's interest and your interest in
Indians. How did that happen?
A:

She has always been interested in Indians. Her father was in the gold

rush in Alaska and he was up there nine years in the Klondike. Her mother
wrote two very successful books, their diaries. In his diary, he wrote

l

)d (&¢~~
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Trail up at _(.;>_

Pass. This sort of stuck with Rowena because all through her girlhood
she had heard the story. She studied at the Santa Barbara School of the Arts,
which is an extremely fine school. She got onto the Navahos and she likes
the rugged features, likes the color and the skin tones. One Sunday when we
were first in Idaho we went to the Presbyterian Church and the preacher
was Clifford Drury who is now the authority on early missionaries. He has
put out 21 or 22 books.

(I

always thought we missed it because we never gave

Cliff Drury an honorary degree.) He was starting his book on lVl:arcus
Whitman and Henry Harmon Spaulding and when we shook hands at the door
after the service he noticed that we were new and we told him we were out

(

at the Universityand he turned to Rowena and asked if she were teaching
and she said she was an artist. At 9: 00 o'clock the next morning he
was knocking on the door and he said, "I remember what you said yesterday and I'm putting out my book on Henry Harmon Spaulding and I need
some paintings. Would you be interested in doing it?" So she painted the
frontispiece and she painted Timothy, which was Spaulding's first convert.
I
Lc(;; c~) t::\ 1
That got her started. We went down to the reservation at-La:puci which
-- ~-

·-.... ·- •.

was about fifty miles south of Moscow. We went to s.e e one of the Indians
there who was on the Council. She said, "I think I would like to paint
the old warriors from the 1877 war." There were five of them still living,
Co \'· ~-::. 2 ! ~ i
and this was-€orbit Lawyer who was the grandson of Chief Lawyer ~'S

l

Jn,..t;~,8it•·':"""' He

was a very fine scholar and they called him, in Indian, "The
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Learned One" and it got to be "Lawyer". We got to know Corbit Lawyer very
well and he said, "The only way you can do this is for someone of us to
persuade them, and I'll be very glad to do this. I'll find you an interpreter."
So he got us an interpreter, and we went for ten years, I guess, every summer
over there--I guess we went 35 years in all, just to see the old guy_,'and get
their story . We got the five of them and not any of them ever spoke a word.
It was all sign language. Very important people in the war and we got the

story, got notes on the colors, she borrowed some of the clothes of Joseph
(Chief Joseph) and she had to do him from a picture, of course, but she had
his clothes. She wound up with 25 of those pictures and those are the ones
in her book.

(

T:

That is her last book.

A:

Yes, the first edition sold out and the second edition came out last

Friday so she got another go around .
T:

How many Indians has she painted?

A: It would be hard to. say but there are 25 full large-sized in this book.
, .. i

.

/')•\ ?-. (' i' >'· ':..
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She painted Navahos, some -Me.C.aws and some ___L?LJ.J.
'.
. :... ;;.......,. ·••.~ -- "
T: Aren't some of these on display over in eastern Washington?
A:

•

They are permanently at the Rocky Reach Dam. The PUD people own

them. They were purchased by private sources and given to the Dam as
a memorial
to one of the fellows who floated the bonds for the dam--the Glenns.
,
You know the Glenns .

l

T:

Oh, yes. Along with this, you and Rowena have written a number of
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books and magazine articles, haven't you?
A:

Yes. We have put out, together, something over 100 articles and we put

out one little book together and then she put out her good book by herself,
and I have one now in press that will come out, I think, this Summer. This
is on the birds and the eggs of the Northwest.
T:

What are some of the journals you have published in?

A:

Pacific Search, Montana Magazine, Pacific Northwest Quarterly, the

Journal of the West, etc .
T:

You two are really distinguished authorities in this area on Indians and

birds, etc.
A:

(

I would say, with modesty, that Rowena is on the Nez Perce Indians

and she advises and is asked for help from all the authors now. She is
in his book, and her paintings and
...

"'~ .,~/

credit lines in Drury's books, etc. I would say she is -the
.,..._._ authority on
the Nez Perce.
T:

Let's talk about the Puget Sound Museum of Natural History. This sort

of evolved through the years. Do you remember when it started?
A:

Yes, Professor Slater started it about 1926-27 or 28. He came in 1919

and nothing had been done on the herpetology--frogs, salamanders and

•

reptiles. I don't think you could actually put your finger on it and say
that it started on January 1, 1927. But right in there, he started collecting
these things for the work in his classes. We had a little room, about the

l

size of your office maybe, which was on the top floor of Howarth Hall. It
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was darkened on the inside, just a rough room, which had been used for
photography. El~g:.. He took that and put up shelves and put his things
in there. I came along and I started putting my things up there, maybe
about 1930 or 1931 when I first started to teach. Then we persuaded Kitch
to put his stuff there in 1936, I believe.
T:

His name was Kitchin.

A:

Yes.

T:

Where was he located?

A:

He was in business here in Tacoma and then he retired. He lived here

for many years, out on 35th at Proctor . We persuaded him to put the material
up there because he had it in the attic of his house, and in those days it was

(

legal to have a private collection and now it is not legal.
T:

What did he collect?

A:

Birds, and nests and eggs.

T:

He had a very fine collection.

A: What he had was very good but it was not real extensive. He had about
750 sets of eggs and perhaps 1000 skins. The significance of it, however,
was that it started the two of us, he and I, on the warm vertebraes, that is
the birds. Other warm vertebraes are the mammals and of course

•

Murray started that when he came about 1948 or 1949. All through the
year$, of course, before that and during that time, Prof Slater had been
putting in more amphibian reptiles and I was putting in birds and finally

l

c
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T:

How large was your collection when you turned it over?

A:

I had about 3000 birds and maybe 1000 sets of eggs.

T:

What other collections have been added since?

A: About 1948, Murray carne along and started putting in the mammals.
Then about 1952, we got the Jewett material. Jewett was from Portland
and he had a big collection because he was with the Federal Government for
forty years and all he did was build up a collection.
T:

Is this a collection of mammals or birds?

A:

No, birds; just birds. No eggs; no mammals. I'm not sure, I'd have

to check it out. There may have been 5000 skins. Then all the time we

c

were all putting in and trading around and collecting, etc. In the middle
sixties, we got Hurley's material. He had the last private collection in
the State and we persuaded him that he should put us in his will, which
he did . You visited him once in Yakima, I think.
T:

He was the fellow working in a tin shop.

A:

Yes, he was a tinsmith.

T:

I never felt I made any impression on him whatsoever.

(Laughter).

He was fastening stovepipes and he just went on with his work. It was
really fun. When I went out to make notes in the car, as I do after every
call, .I said to myself well I don't know that I did anything but I'm sure
I didn't hurt anything!

-20A:

We had been over there and I had seen him many times. I had seen

him at meetings. I used to trade with him. We persuaded him to put this
in his will and I got at him one time and he said, "I'm way ahead of you and
it's been in there for two or three years . " Then he had trouble with his
back and he had surgery and it didn't work right and he became paralyzed
so he called me one time (and it was a sad thing, really) that we had better
come and get his collection before he died, which wouldn't be long anyhow.
Professor Slater1 and I and a student went over and it took three days for
us to pack it and we brought it over. He didn't live long after that, and
I'll always remember the scene when we drove off in our rented truck with
that collection . He stood there with his cane in the doorway, and he wept

c

tears--55 years were going away in that truck!
That was a very great addition. He didn't have a big collection. He had
about 1800 skins, but they were perfect. There were maybe 1500 sets of
eggs--everything perfect.
T:

Who was the man I ·visited in the little house in Port Angeles?

A:

That was Kitch.

T:

He had moved from here to Port Angeles.

A:

He went during the war, .and he was pretty old, to be a lookout for
\.,.

•

.

airplanes. Preston Macy (you know him and he is pretty feeble now-I savv; him Saturday) was Superintendent of the Parks and he gave him
a job spotting. Then he gave him a little something to work on the natural
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history of the park and Kitch retired at Port Angeles and lived in that
little house looking over the bay.
T:

I always liked him and we had a lot of fun and he had a good sense

of humor. He was the man who gave me the neckties, wasn't he?
A:

Yes, he always brought you new neckties.

(Laughter)

Then he got pretty feeble and he had to go into a nursing home and he died
maybe about 1969. He was way up his 90's then--maybe 93. Well, he was
born in 1875, so you can see he was up there.
T:

What was the significance of the addition to the Museum that we got from

the Historical Society?
A:

c

That belonged to Bowles--J. Hoower Bowles. I think I gave you a little
\
history on him which you can review, if you like. Bowles was a Bostonian.

He came out to Tacoma, I think, about 1903. He was kind of a mysterious
fellow. We never knew where he got his money but he never worked. He
didn't live affluently; he lived very simply and he never married. But
his life was nothing but birds. He gave a paper in 1893 at the Chicago
World's Fair. He was born in 187 5 (he and Kitch were the same age) so
he was pretty young then. He came here and this was virgin territory
for birds. He wrote with Dawson (Dawson did a lot of the writing and
Bowles knew the birds) a two-volume set of classics on the Birds of

-----

Washington. They put out 1200 sets and then they destroyed the plates
so it could never be reprinted. I have a set. There were 19 of this edition
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and they are worth $2, 000 now. He wrote these books and he told me not long
before he died (and I was with him for years through high school and college)
that li.e was living off the income from his book. He was no millionaire but he
had a lot of money--enough to live. He never married and he was kind of
a hypochondriac and a very nervous fellow. He went through a nervous
breakdown and killed himself. There was no place to put his big collection in his apartment. He lived up in the Berg, where M comes into
Division. No room in there, so we persuaded W. P . Bonney to put them in
the Museum. When I came back to CPS in 1945, we went down to see Chapin
Foster to persuade him that he ought to put them in our Museum. Bowles
told me one time, "I would like to see my exhibit at CPS . " So I went down

(

to see Chapin Foster and he was vigorously opposed--he said, "Over my
dead body." When Bruce Leroy came along, he sort of changed the idea.
In fact, I had an old pickup truck and I moved that thing by myself--I mean,
all by myself I made that move and there were a lot of eggs there. There
were over 900 species represented.
T:

We traded Leroy, you remember, some manuscripts that he wanted

very badly, and he said, "If you take the eggs, you better take the ·mummy,"
and I wasn't very interested in the mummy.

•

A: Well, it turned out not to be too bad, really, having that mummy up
there,. It's a little trouble with neighborhood kids but there are a lot of
cultural and academic rewards. I don't believe the history or the art

c
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T:

What other additions have been given? In Murray's work with mammals,

how many mammal skins would you have?
A:

Well, he is way up there --20,000 now.

T:

How did he get 20, 000? Trading?

A:

No. You see there is a difference between birds and mammals. Birds

you have to go out and shoot, or get the ones that hit the window, etc. It is
very difficult now to collect birds, and I still have permits to collect and
I collect a few. But the conservation thing has come along now. And I
see no reason to have duplicates, duplicates, duplicates. We have a lot

c

of duplicates and I don't see any reason for me to go out and shoot some
_\ ··, ·,

' pcie!!(t:es, etc. , so I don't do it. But mammology concerns

field mice and moles and shrews and the stuff you see, little varmints,
and there are no restrictions on them, so his classes go out and he goes
out and they set traps and they come back with 100 mice or 50 mice. They
are probably duplicates. I don't know how many P..f!r.amiscus (that's the
little field mouse) he has but it must be two or three thousand from here,
and here, and all around. That's not putting it down; that's not denigrating

•

it; it is simply to collect mammals is a different ballgame than collecting
birds. There is practically no place now that you can go out and collect
birds by shooting them. And this is what we have to do if we need them.
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There are so many preserves and so many people, and you go out and shoot
and it's perfectly legal to collect if you have a permit but in a half a hour
the sheriff is down there because someone has turned you in. So it is
difficult.
T:

Do you shoot a bird with a very fine shot?

A:

It depends on the bird. That's another thing. It's not easy to get

a bird. You have to get there and wait for them and sit around so it's a
time-consuming thing where it formerly wasn't. In the days back when
Kitch and I and Bowles were out collecting a lot of things we would just
go anywhere--just pull off the road and nobody was around and we could
collect. There is a different feel, too, a different atmosphere. There is
(

no point in building up a great massive collection that would just be
duplicates and duplicates. Even though we don't have anything, if we
have need for some special study, we can always borrow it.
T:

How many sets of eggs do you suppose we have in the Museum?

A:

We have about 4500 sets catalogued. We have about 500 sets uncatalogued.

T:

Will they be catalogued?

A:

No. They are sets where one egg has been broken, perhaps, or the

data have been lost or something. Those are used for teaching .

•

T:

How many eggs would 4500 sets be?

A:

Tpey would probably average (some birds with one clutch and some with

two and some with three--then they take off and some ducks have 20) somewhere between five and eight, so five times 4500 would be 24,500.

c
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How many mammal skins do you suppose the Museum has?

A:

Over 20,000.

T:

How many bird skins?

A: About 11,000.
I remember when we were working on the science building we asked you
people to design the Museum and you did a beautiful job on it.
A:

We didn't make very many mistakes.

T:

I guess you outgrew it pretty fast.

A: Yes, we are starting three deep now.
T:

You have done a phenomenal job in training premedics. Tell me a

little about that.

(

A:

The medical people themselves, in the medical schools, have long

believed that the liberal training for the premed is desirable. They used
to tell us, "You give them the basic sciences; you make cultured gentlemen out of them; and we'll make doctors out of them." Consequently, we
always did that in our ·students--told them to get over into the other buildings
and out of the science building. I know personally I always demanded that
my premed students take history and literature, beyond the basic requirements. Those two especially. The literature and the advanced composition
we stressed. The medical people would tell us, "The big problem we have
with medical students comes in the third year of medical school when they
can't write the prognosis or a diagnosis." So we used to demand that they

c

-26check up on their English. I think, in general, we were very careful about
the liberal tradition. Then there was a second thing. We were always
scrupulously honest in our recommendations. If a fellow didn't check, we
would say so. As a result, we had very few, comparatively, rejections,
and we had a very small attrition rate. Not many of our fellows dropped
out. Those who did, usually, didn't drop because of academic problems
but because they found they didn't like it after all. It was a glamerov.s
thing before and now it wasn't. So I think the success was because we
studied it and we put time on it and we demanded things.

c

T:

How many students do you suppose you trained in premed?

A:

I don't really know.

T:

Five hundred?

A:

I would think so. I haven't been with that, you see, in the last ten

years . . .
T:

Tell me, now, as you think back who are some of your distinguished

alumni who come to mind?
A:

A lot of them in medicine, for sure. Ralph Brown is one of them, if

you want to go way back. I think maybe Donald Dudley is a good man in

•

medicine. We have had a lot of them in the teaching business. I could go
through my old class books . . .
T:

You would have Charles Arnold and Irwin.

A:

Yes, Irwin is President of the New York Botanical Gardens--a big

job.

c
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Do you remember when you came to me and said let's hire this man?

A:

Yes, we tried to hire him.

T: Actually had him signed to a contract.
A: Yes, I know and then he couldn't resist
T:

Well, he called me long distance and said an opportunity of a lifetime

had come along and I said, "Bless you, Howard, take it. 11 We couldn't
stand in his way in a situation like that . I recall that he had a little
child born without hands, do you remember.
A: Yes, his daughter had one joint out there, on one hand and the other
thing was just . . .
T:

(

He said the State of Washington was one state that would furnish

prosthesis, the artifical hands and they would change them as the child
grew, etc . He was very outstanding.
You have had over the years a great, great many. Why don't you tell
me the story about Bob Armstrong, the photographer.
A:

He was at CPS about 1958 or 1959. He took field biology. In field

biology, I tried to acquaint the students with the obvious wild flowers
and wild plants and birds--the obvious ones you see; secondly, to

•

relate those two, because one is dependent upon the other. You had
to know the plants to understand, for example, what flowers and what
stems and what leaves went into what birds' nests . You had to know
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the plants because when you examined the stomach contents to see what
the birds had been eating, so those two went together. Bob took the course
and he told me when he came in that he was color blind. I think, incidently,
that his mother was in some of Rowena's art classes and she was color blind.
Rowena worked with her the same way and Mrs. Armstrong could come
up with some very, very beautiful paintings and colors, even though she
was color blind .
Working with Bob in the field and I guess just showing him and the
students what there is about the beauties, and esthetics, and the classics
in wildlife, he got turned on. He went to Juneau, he is there now and teaches
in a school there. He came down last Monday evening at the invitation of

(

the Tacoma Photographic Society to give a slide lecture on native birds
of Alaska. We went, Rowena and I, and the President of the Society
said that Bob was glad that one of his old professors had come and then
he introduced me as the "one individual who had turned him on". After
the lecture, we went up and shook hands and told him how glad we were
to have him there and he said to me, "You will never know what you did for
me." I guess that is the pay for teaching.
T:

It really warms the heart!

A: It is nice to have.
T: It ,makes all the long and dreary hours meaningful.

(

\._

A:

The thing of it about fellows like that--they weren't difficult to teach.

T:

No, they were eager.
As I go over my outline, we didn't talk about your being president

c
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A:

I went down there as vice president and in those days the community

colleges were private. I was there for a couple of years and we persuaded
the legislature not to take them over as state schools but to subsidize
them in part, so we got a fund, I have forgotten what it was but something
like $50,000 a year. Then that was the foot in the door to making them
public schools. In the first go around in the legislature, they went in
under the local school district and they asked me then if I would become
president during the time of the change over from semi-private to public.
I said I would do this but I didn't want to stay very long because I didn't
want to be in administration. I just liked the teaching, the kids and the

(

field trips, but they persuaded me to stay and I said I would stay a couple
of years to get it squared off. I kind of reneged on that; I only stayed one
year and then came back to CPS.
T:

Do you remember our talk about coming to CPS?

A:

Yes. I remember r came up to talk to you about it in your office and

you were an hour late for the appointment.
T:

I was? I'm sorry.

(Laughter)

A:

I forgive you for that. I sat there and talked to Olive Brown Seward

and she was a little nervous about it because you weren't there and I was
taking up her time . But what I didn't like and I guess it was a little traumatic
to me because I was constantly being called to Olympia to sit down and
talk to Pearl Wanamaker about things we'd have to iron out. She'd call
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me in the morning and say, "Can you come up this afternoon?" I'd have
to rip-snort up to Olympia and I didn't like the nuisance of it. I liked the
teaching.
T:

I remember our interview very well. I thought to myself, good heavens,

this would be wonderful, wonderful, because you were an alumnus, you
were well-trained with a Ph.D., you were a natural teacher. I went home
and said to Lucille, "I had an interview with Gordon Alcorn and he'd like
to come up and I think this would be one of the finest things that could
happen to the University.

(

A:

I took a cut in salary to come to CPS .

T:

I remember you did.

A: If I had stayed there I'd have been making $35,000 or $40,000 now,
as that's what those people get. But I've never regretted a day of it.
T:

You and Rowena have been two of the greatest additions that the

University could ever possibly have. You are held in such high esteem in
the lives of the alumni and your peers. It has been a great experience.
A:

I have never been sorrw I came back.

T:

You have really invested your life in young people and they have appre-

ciated it very, very much .

•
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INTERVIEW WITH W. GERARD BANKS
September 1, 1977
T: Gerry, I appreciate very much your coming down. When I first knew you, you
were at Centenary College in Shreveport. Were you born in that area?
B: No, I was born in Lufkin, Texas, which is about 100 miles away.
T: What did your father do?
B: My father was an attorney. He never went further than the ninth grade in school
because there were hard times and he had to work to help support the family. My
grandfather married twice and there were eight children--five sons and three daughters
in my father's immediate family. He studied law on the side, in an attorney's office.
He read for the··law.
T: You taught mathematics at Centenary, didn't you?
B: Yes, from 1932 until 1946.
T: In that time, who was president at Centenary?
B: His name was Dr. Pierce Cline. He was a professor who had been asked by the
trustees to take over the presidency. There had been a period when we had an
acting president, from 1932 to 1933, and that was because of financial stringencies
which had been created by the administration, partly--spending too much money
and they didn't have a balanced budget.
T: Weren't you drafted in that situation to help get it back on a financial. ..
B: Yes, I had taught for one year when this change took place. I went in as bursar
and Dr. Cline went in as president.
T: Didn't you actually have to pay the faculty with script for awhile?
B: That is correct.
T: And you went to vendors, grocery people, etc . , and told them you would redeem
it one day and for them to give them credit? In other words, you sort of saved
Centenary College?
l'l

B: I wouldn't put~hat strongly. I went in as a green math teacher into the business
end of the college. I remember one thing the incoming president told me. He said,
"Banks, I don't know anything about bookkeeping but I do know that what you have
when you start plus what you take in, minus what you spend, equals what you have
left over, and I want us to have a little left over, so it's up to you to see what has
to be done." Faculty salaries had to be cut very drastically in the year 1933-34.
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T: How large would the enrollment of Centenary have been there?
B: About 450, I guess.
T: That was 1932--that was when the depression really hit all over the country.
You graduated from Centenary, too, didn't you?
B: Yes, in 1927.
T: Did you major in mathematics?
B: Yes. I also majored in English--two majors.
T: That's the reason, through all these years, you have been so careful about the
English language! Then, after you graduated, you started teaching. Where did
you do graduate work?
B: I did all my graduate work at the University of Virginia. In all, it was three
years. I had to go to school a year, and take off and work a year, to do that.
T: I remember that beautiful gate at the University of Virginia. What is the famous
motto on it?
B: There is a quotation from Proverbs. I think I can quote it: "Through wisdom
is an house builded and by understanding it is established and by knowledge shall
the chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant riches."
On the other side of the gate is a famous phrase, famous to us, put up by the first
and only president of the University, up to that point: "Enter by this gateway and
seek the way of honor, the light of truth and the will to work for men."
T: That must have been a very fine influence to students coming in through the
gate all the time .
B: On my arrival there at 5: 00 o'clock in the morning with some bags, I walked
the mile up to the University from the train station and stood before the gate and
read those quotations. I later memorized them.
T: You got a master's degree in mathematics?
B: Physics.
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T: And you went back to Centenary to teach?
B: Yes. My mentor, who was then dean of the college, was the one who asked me
if I would come back, and he was head of the Math Department.

T: Who was that?
B: His name was Professor John A. Hardin.
T: Where did you meet your wonderful Betty?
B: At the Presbyterian Church in Charlottesville, Virginia, where I taught Sunday
School my first year at the University of Virginia--that was in 1927-28.
T: You will recall when Charles Robbins was coming to the end of his active career
at the College of Puget Sound I was president of the National Association of Schools
and Colleges and I was in close association with Dr. John 0. Gross, who was the
outstanding and historic secretary of all the Methodist schools and colleges a.ssociation--really, a national leader. I said to him that I was going to lose my financial
vice president and bursar and that I needed the best one I could find in the U.S. And
John 0. Gross said to look at Gerard Banks at Centenary, that he was probably the
most qualified and the best person in the U.S . for such a position. Then, you will
recall, I came down and you people invited me to dinner at your beautiful home in
Shreveport and we had an interview and you decided to come. What year was that?
B: 1946.
T: Tell me about leaving Shreveport and moving to Tacoma.
B: Well, I discussed in April with my wife, Betty, and my two sons (the younger
at that time was four and the older son was ten) what they thought we should do.
I thought I was going to get another offer from a school in San Antonio, Texas,
which later turned out to be Trinity University, and I had to choose between the
two. I liked what you told me about the College here and we thought it was quite
an industrial city to which we were coming. One of the reasons we decided to move
was the health of my older son who had asthma and the doctor told us we had to
get out of that climate. I remember we made the decision and informed you first
by telephone , I think, and then by letter . We had many friends in Shreveport
and we were very close to my relatives. We had a very hard time wrenching outselves away from all of our friends, but Betty and I thought we should get out of
that climate. I remember when we reached the border of Washington State my
wife said that our older son remarked, "This is the first good breath of fresh air
I've had in a long time."
T: It was very good for Gerry's health, wasn't it?
B: Yes, he hasn't been troubled too much with asthma after coming here. And I
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remember the day we arrived. It was August 17, 1946. You were kind enough
to house us in Kittredge Hall, upstairs, while we were waiting to find a house
and move in. We cried some when we left Shreveport.
T: I can well imagine because leaving friends and family is a traumatic experience.
You were replacing Charles Robbins. Do you remember Charles Robbins?
B: Oh, very well.
T: Tell me about your relationship.
B: Dr. Robbins at that time was 66 years old. You had previously told me that he
wanted to be released because of his health, as soon as you could get a replacement.
I found Mr. Robbins to be a wonderful person and a wonderful character, and he
and I got along famously, as far as I can tell.
T: He had great admiration for you, he really did, and he often mentioned it to me
that he was very pleased to have a person of your caliber and your ability and your
expertise come in and follow him .
B: He was always welcome in my office and I think he knew that. I remember he
worked at a stand-up desk and he had some methods that were different from the way
I would do it, but they all made sense, and we had a wonderful relationship together.
T: It was really changing from the old, old way of bookkeeping and budgeting, etc.,
to the new ways that you brought. You brought in things like the standard bookkeeping procedures for universities, didn't you?
B: As far as I knew them. There wasn't too great a literature on the subject at
_that particular time, but I do remember using, the very first time I went into a business office at Centenary, the principal book on the subject at that time, which was
by the bursar at Princeton University, Dr. Mills. Later, standards were enlarged
and broadened and I had covered a good bit of the literature that was available at
that time and studied it to the best of my ability, like I studied mathematics or anything else.

•

T: Your main responsibility was budgeting and money control. Can you tell me
a little about that?
B: Well, I set up the accounts in accordance with my knowedge of the best bookkeeping procedures at that time. I made it as clear as I could and as simple as I could
because I had to have it that way. I was not a professional accountant at all, and
the budget was divided into categories which gave us a fairly clear picture of the
operation and the assets and liabilities of the University.
T: You worked with the Finance Committee and some of the trustees. Do you recall
incidents or relationships with either one that stand out?

-5B: Well, the Finance Committee at that time was meeting in the office of Mr. Dix Rowland.
It met every week and I think it met on Thursday.
T: Yes, on Thursday , an hour before Rotary.
B: Yes, an hour before Rotary. The Finance Committee was taking a very personal
and vital interest in the finances of the University, and you brought before that Committee
from time to time financial problems that the University had. The principal duty of the
Finance Committee was to keep the endowment fund and any other funds of the University invested to give the greatest return possible. Our investment advisor at the time
was a gentleman from what was then the Pacific Northwest Company--his name was
Don Gaston. Most of the time, the Committee would accept the suggestions of Mr. Gaston
with relationship to the type of investment the endowment fund should purchase.
T: You mentioned Dix Rowland. He had great admiration for you and I think you had
great admiration for him. Tell us a little about him.
B: Well, he was a wonderful man and a great character. To me, he was almost
my second father. There wasn't any problem connected with the finances of the
University that I couldn't take to him, if I wanted to, and get his counsel and advice.
One of the smaller duties that he and I, together, would perform was the matter of
clipping coupons on any bonds that the University might own and which were kept
in the safety deposit box. That was done monthly when necessary. I recall Mr.
Rowland and members of his family with great admiration for all of them.
T: He certainly was a very dedicated person. He was one of the outstanding leaders
at First Methodist Church and he was very, very outstanding. He was also our
attorney for many, many years.
B: Yes.
T: Do you remember any unusual professors with whom you were associated?
B: At this University?
T: Yes.
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B: Well, there was Dean Regester, who served with us in the administration of
the University, and always had the view that the University ought to steer toward
the best possible liberal arts education that we could give the students. There was
Mr. Perry, the librarian, who was quite a different sort of character.
T: He was an interesting person.
You were very much involved when we got money from the Federal Government
through grants and loans. Can you tell a little bit about the process?

-6B: Well, most of the loans were sought from the Federal Government in order to
pay for dormitories. You did a wonderful job in raising money for the dormitories
when it was necessary, and for all of the other buildings that were put on the campus
in the time that I was there from 1946 to 197 0.
T: Didn't we borrow that money at 3% to be amortized over forty years? We would
have to have, basically, a certain amount of money and then we could borrow money from
the Federal Government. We had the financial decision, as I recall, as to whether
we would borrow money for dormitories and then raise money for endowment, where
we could get five, six, and now they get eight per cent on it. One of the policies we
always had, you and I, and I remember Mr. Clapp was very adamant about it,
was that any money made in capital gains went into the corpus of the endowment
and could not be spent.
B: Right.
T: Now they are spending it and they call it "quasi-endowment" because it is endowment that was made, not given for a purpose, which is a little different, which
means they have considerable more income to spend, but they are not adding to
the corpus of the endowment, as you and I did .
B: Right.
T: It would have been fun to have had that extra money in those days, but I think
it was very good on our part not to do it.
You have always gone to the Methodist Church, haven't you and Betty?
B: Since we have been here. We joined the First Methodist Church here and because
of the prospect of better education in Sunday School for our two sons, we finally
transferred our membership from First Methodist to Mason Methodist Church, when
Dr. Henry Ernst was there. We have enjoyed our relationship with the Church very
much.
T: Where are your two sons now?
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B: My oldest son is employed by the Pennwalt Company as a sales engineer and he
covers the states of Washington and Oregon as a special salesman in the field of metal
preparation. My youngest son, Robey, is engaged in the building of homes in and
around Lake Oswego in Oregon and he specializes in custom houses, designed particularly for an individual. It's called custom building.
T: Isn't his name your wife's maiden name?

-7B: Yes, that's right. His full name is Ernest Robey Banks.
T: You have been retired since 1970?
B: October 1, 1970.
T: Anything special you have been doing since then.
B: Well, I found out that my wife's interest and my interest in music and opera
and ballet, especially, plus the duties around the home trying to keep it in good
shape have taken most of my time. In other words, I don't feel that I ever run out
of something to do that should be done. I like to read as much as possible, and I
have not been gainfully employed since that time.
T: Your outstanding reputation and your outstanding career was recognized by
an honorary degree and that was given by . . .
B: Willamette University in 1964, the year my youngest son graduated from Willamette.
T: That must have been very nice to have both events at the same time.
B: Yes.
T: That was a degree of?
B: Doctor of Business Administration.
T: That was wonderful recognition of your career.
B: I appreciated that very much; it was through your help that I got that.

•

T: It was because you deserved it. I want to say that in the history of the University of Puget Sound your influence and your leadership and your business expertise
are certainly writ large and when the history is ultimately written there will be a
very wonderful section on Dr. W. Gerard Banks. We are very grateful and it has
been most meaningful and I want to say, personally, what a joy it was to work with·
you and to have you as one of the key administrative officers. Many a time I turned
to you for advicc=and for suggestions and expertise and you were always there
and very, very helpful .

./';£': We were talking about Mr. Robbins earlier in the tape. Can you tell me a little
about his career at the University?
B: Dr. Robbins came to theUniversity in 1916 and since there wasn't too much to do
as a business manager he taught Spanish, I think, at the same time. Mr. Robbins

-8served the University, as I said, for 30 years. And my tenture there lasted from
1946-1970, a period of 24 years, so it has been a point of pride with me that together
Mr. Robbins and I served the University for 54 years. I think you can say something
of the same thought concerning~our presidency and the presidency of your predecessor.
I think Dr. Todd was there for perhaps 33 years, something like that.
T: He came in 1914 and he left in 1942, so it was certainly the same way. As we
said earlier, Dr. Robbins was certainly a great man. The alumni used to rather
interestingly kid about how Dr. Todd raised the money and Charlie Robbins kept it.
(laughter) That's the reason the University existed through all the years.
B: Through all the troublesome years.
T: I have great admiration for those men because I often think of Dr. Todd, for
instance, going out to raise money and there was no tax incentive in those days, and
he just simply had to sell people on giving it; and he would take it and Charlie Robbins
would carefully, carefully, carefully husband it. Of course, they had the Jim Hill
Challenge in those days. Then before those pledges got paid, the depression came
and you and I inherited some headaches that had to be straightened out, but it worked
out very, very nicely.
Along toward the end of your career here, the University recognized you. Can
you tell us about it?
B: I was surprised, pleasantly surprised, to hear that President Thompson was
recommending to the trustees an honorary degree for me at what was probably to be
President Thompson's last commencement as President. That was very fine as far
as I was concerned, and I appreciated it very much. It was the degree of Doctor
of Letters.
T: Well, I remembered that you had your literature degree way back yonder. And
all through the years you had been reading and it seemed very fitting, and I was very
pleased with that. That was my last commencement and I thought it was a very fine
thing to be done .
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INTERVIEW WITH
MRS . AGNES BENBOW
WIFE OF LEWIS BENBOW, SON OF
PROFESSOR L. L. BENBOW
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PUGET SOUND 1909-1913 (APPROX.)
September 12, 1978
Seattle, Washington
T: You knew Professor Benbow?
Mrs. Benbow: Oh, yes. We were married in 1943 and I met him the year before.
He was living in Seattle in a hotel downtown with his son. Then he went to the
Masonic Home out at Des Moines.
T: In some of the material, it mentions Kapowsin.
B: They had a resort there. It was the most heavenly place you ever saw. Tiny,
my husband (we always called him Tiny) , was interested in agriculture. I believe
it was after Mr. Benbow was Pierce County Superintendent of Schools that they
bought about 500 acres up there--all virgin timber and everything.
T: It mentions that the faculty often had their retreats out there and tells about
the Benbow Inn.
B: They had a different type of clientele; I mean the people who came there.
Most of them were doctors here in Seattle, and when the hospitals had their
picnics they went up there, etc .
T: When did you meet Professor Benbow first that you recall?

C.h,'caq 0.
B: That was in 1942. I was teaching in DcwnersGrove, outside of T-acoma'; My

•
home was in Chicago and I had signed a contract so I had to go back the next
year. Then we were married in 1943 . Mr. Benbow spent most of his weekends
here.

- 2-

T: Describe him to me. What kind of man was he?
B: He had a very dry sense of humor. He had the most spectacular eyes that
I ever saw. They were just as bright and shiny and he was almost 80 then.
He had interesting things. . . of course, he was more interested in education
than anything else .
T: Did you ever hear him talk about the College of Puget Sound?
B: Yes. But after that first year, he started to go down hill and he passed away
over at the Masonic Home the next year--about 1944. He just lived a year after
we were married .
T: Do you remember anything he said about the University of Puget Sound?
B: Well, yes. He just talked in general about how wonderful it was there.
T: In about 1908, he organized the faculty and they had a summer school; he
did such a good job of it that the trustees asked him if he would make it a permanent thing, and then, of course, they came on difficult times, financially,
and the trustees asked him if he would be dean of the school, and then about
that time they really hit bad times, financially, and there was a question of
whether they could continue and he was drafted to be president of the College
and he did a very good job of it, and they were very appreciative. Do you
know anything about this?
B: Well, I have the Maroon, for the year 1910 .

•

T: That has now become what we call the Tamanawas. This is a very interesting
document. When you are finished with it, I would be very happy if we could
have it for our archives. That is a beautiful picture of him . He is listed as

-3one of the 13 presidents of the school.
B: It tells all about him in that publication.
T: As I told you, we have a former employee who told me about working for
you and seeing this loving cup. Can you tell me about it?
B: The students gave him the silver loving cup and his English history class
gave him a deluxe edition of the "Rise of the Dutch Republic" and he just really
enjoyed it. I have that there, too. The students had written quite a nice article
about him in the Maroon.
T: What is on the loving cup?
B: I've been going to have it replated, as you can see how old it is--191 0. It
says, "Presented to Professor Lee L. Benbow as a token of love and esteem
from the students of the University of Puget Sound. Tacoma, Washington.
January 27, 1910."
T: Isn't that wonderful. It is a beautiful loving cup, about 8 inches across;
gold embossed on the inside and silver with two very beautiful handles. Who
will, uJ.timately, get this cup?
B: Well, I don't know because we didn't have any children. He came from a
large family, though.
T: If no one has any desire for it, we would love to have it. It is the kind of
thing that is passed on from generation to generation and that would be the
natural thing, but I am sure we would be extremely pleased if, ultimately,
it could come to the University for our archives.

B: Yes, I think that would be a good place for it.

-4T: It is such a beautiful thing and what it really says is how much the students
loved him.
B: His rn&tfte.l>' kept a lot of things but not as much as I hoped to find. He came
from a large family and his mother died. They lived on a farm in Indiana. He
was really a brilliant person and he ran away from home, I believe, when he
was about 15 and went to Mount Morris, a prep school, I believe. Anyway,
at that time, he worked his way through by filling all the lamps, which, of
course, were all oil then, cleaning the lamps, and working also in the
kitchen--for his room, board and tuition.
T: In this newspaper article, it says, "The esteem and respect in which
Professor Benbow is held at the University has been strikingly exhibited. His
English history class presented him as a farewell token a deluxe edition of
Motley's "Rise of the Dutch Republic", and on Thursday morning at chapel
a beautiful gold and silver loving cup was presented on behalf of the student
body. The speech of the presentation being made by Mr. Matthews of the senior
class who bade him remember should the clouds ever come to let the cup remind
him that in the student body he had many friends and that this remembrance
would cheer him on his way." Isn't that nice?
B: Yes.
T: Do you suppose I could borrow these and copy them and send them back
to you?
B: Yes. And he has this book, Pierce County, Washington, Biographical
Histories, Volume 3, by W. B. Bonney; and I had some copies of his biographical

-5xeroxed which tells all about him and you can have a copy of that.
T: That's wonderful. W. P. Bonney was historian for the State for a long
time and Executive Director of the Washington State Historical Society. That
is a very interesting set of books. It probably has quite a little value.
B: I just found this the other day; an article when he was presented the gold
watch while he was County Superintendent of Schools--from the teachers of
Pierce County.
T: He must have been very highly respected all the way through. I see that
Dr. Padleford was one of his friends. I knew Dr. Padleford.
B: I just found this article today.
T: That's a good picture of Bonny Macdonald, Dr. Todd, Bishop Lowe,
Mr. Blaine and Professor Benbow. This was in the Tacoma Times, Thursday,
February 16, 1939.
B: I was going to have this Class Chronicle piece xeroxed but I never got
around to it. It was written by Mae Reddish.
T: Oh, yes. I remember her. She was very old when I came but she was very
precious.
B: I imagine Mrs. Benbow had cut this out of a copy of a Maroon.
T: That was the yearly annual .

•
B: There is another one here that tells about when he was County Superintendent.
Then I thought this one was very interesting.
T:

(Reading) This is dated April 9, 1908. "To President L. L. Benbow,

University of Puget Sound: We, the faulty members, presentrwish to express our
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hearty congratulations on your election to the presidency of the University of
Puget Sound. Please allow us to express aH c.rlso ol.lrand unanimous approval
of your past leadership and our unanimous sentiments of cooperation in the

,_, f!

future o£ building

o-f +h i s

~marvelous

institution.
By the Committee
Uanirnously approved
Faculty meeting April 9, 1908"

That is wonderful, particularly in view of the fact that they had been having
such difficult times, you know.
You said his son's name was Lewis but you called him "Tiny".
B: He was big--six foot three, and he weighed about 280 or 260.
T: What did he do?
B: They were up at the resort or inn until the depression carne and they
practically lost all of that then. He was with the Army Engineers. He went to
Pullman--Washington State--and was on the football team and he injured his
spine, so he was rejected when he tried to enlist in the service; so he was
with the Army Engineers.
I thought this was rather interesting--just ran into it today--from Herbert
Hoover.
T: Reading: "January 18, 1930. THE WHITE HOUSE
Mr. L. L. Benbow. I have your considerate letter of January 8. I wish to
thank you for the warm friendship and support.
Yours faithfully,
HERBERT HOOVER"

-7Do you know whether Professor Benbow visited the University of PUget
Sound campus very often after he left it?
B: That I wouldn't know because I didn't meet my husband until 1942.
T: Professor Benbow was really in education all of his life, wasn't he?
B: Yes, he was.
T: Superintendent of Schools and then with us. Did he go from the superintendency of schools to Puget Sound?
B: This article from the Pierce County History tells just where he was and
all the different things he did. He went to Kapowsin in about 1920 and they
w•ere there till about 1939, I believe it was.
T: Actually, his election to the presidency was in 1908. (Quoting:)
"In 1894, Mr. Benbow came to Tacoma, Washington, and due to the business
depression of that year was glad to pick hops and do such other work as he
could find in order to make a living," etc. 'ilie Panic of 1893, of course,
was one of the very difficult years, nationally. That's when the University
lost 640 acres overlooking the Narrows, which is now called University Place.
B: I didn't know that.
T: Do you think of anything else about the relationship of Professor Benbow
and the University?
B: My husband talked a lot about Miss ~::~_':_~_.-_.Did you know her?
T: I knew of her.
B: We had so many pieces . . . she must've been in art because she painted so

-8many pieces of china and gave them to Mr. Benbow.
T: In those days they tried so hard to keep the University going and they
had such a difficult time. Many of the people secured a portion of the tuition
of the students, like 40%, so the faculty got out and tried to get students.
The art group did that and so did music and they were, sort of, off shoots,
like a conservatory. It was very difficult for a lot of those people to make a
living and they worked hard at it. Of course, one of the interesting things
about Mr. Benbow was that he brought some kind of order, financially, to
the situation. When I read the history, it almost makes one ill to hear of
the terrible times they had. The trustees would meet and decide they couldn't
keep going another year; then we had a trustee by the name of Everell S. Collins
of Portland and the minutes read that he hadn't said anything until finally
he said, "Gentlemen, you only need $6000 to continue another year. I'll give
$3000 if you'll raise $3000." With great joy Mr. Collins' challenge was
accepted, etc. This happened at least twice and maybe three times that
Collins saved it. The family gave us considerable money for the library, so
we have the Everell S . Collins Library. But it goes right back to the time
when Mr. Benbow was actually making great sacrifices to keep the school
open .

•
I had a minister's funeral about 15 years ago and as we were leaving
the cemetery I walked with the daughter to her car and she said, "You know,
Dr. 'T"', I hated that school when I was little. When I needed shoes, my father
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would say, 'Honey, I guess you're going to have to put cardboard in the soles
because we have to send the money to the University to help keep it open.'"
It is sacrifice like that that really kept it going, and, of course, now it is the

largest private school in the State, and we have 5500students and $9 million in
endowment, so the sacrifice of men like Mr. Benbow and Mr. Revelle and some
of the others made it all possible for us to be what we are today.
B: We had a little girl over here a couple of weeks ago, Diane Donahue;
she lives in Puyallup and just graduated from the University of Puget Sound.
She, of course, is so interested in everything, you know.
T: If you find anything more, I would be thrilled to look at it.
B: He has a lot of books, two bookcases of books, and I never have gone
through those books.
T: If you get a chance sometime, go through them and see if there is anything
in them.

***
R. Franklin Thompson, Interviewer
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INTERVIEW WITH MR. E. L. BLAINE, JR. AND
MRS. ETHEL B. SANDVIGEN
BY DR. R. FRANKLIN THOMPSON
Tuesday, May 16, 1978
T: This is an interview with the son and daughter of Mr. E. L. Blaine who was
a member of the Board of Trustees at the University of Puget Sound for forty
years. The tape is being made at the home of Mr. E. L. Blaine, Jr. , in Seattle
and his sister, Mrs. Ethel B. Sandvigen, is also present.
You said your father was born in Lebanon, Oregon.
B: Yes.
T: There was a rumor that he was one of the first white babies born in this
geographic area. Is that true?
B: No, because his brother, Uncle John,
S: Uncle John was born right here during the Indian uprising, so they took
Grandmother down on board the Decator and after awhile she came back but
she had to go back right away.
T: Was the Decator a boat?
B: A gun boat. Sloop of War Decator. It was here to protect the settlers.
T: Didn't your Grandmother take your father out to the boat to protect him?
B: That was Uncle John, his brother.
T: How much older was John than Edward L.?
S: Seven years .

•
T: How many children were there in the family?
S: Three. There was a daughter, Louise, and she was married to a Methodist

-2minister.
T:

Was she younger than the boys?

S: Yes, about two years younger than father.
T: Wasn't your Grandfather one of the first Methodist ministers in this area?
S: Yes.
B: He was the first Protestant minister in Seattle. As a matter of fact, he was
the first minister of any faith permanently assigned to Seattle. There was a
Catholic priest, Prefontaine (Prefontaine Place downtown here), but he was a
circuit rider and he stopped in here from time to time, but to the best of my
knowledge, they had no church or anything, any more than the Methodists
had when they first started.
S: Grandfather built the church.
B: Yes, he built it, personally.
T: Literally.
B: I don't know where they used to meet prior to that time.
S: In Denny's home.
T: Was that Professor Denny?
S: F. A. A. Denny.
T: Oh, yes. Your Grandmother wrote many letters back home, didn't she.
S: Yes.
B: Right.
T: I have read those letters and they are some of the finest historical material
that you could possibly imagine. We have copies of them in the library at

-3the University and it is wonderful to have them, because those people were
in on the very beginning of the history of the Pacific Northwest. As I recall,
your father went to Wesleyan University.
B: That's right.
T: He talked to me often of his days at Wesleyan. Did he talk much to
the family about it?
B:

No, not particularly. Mother, lived there in Middletown, Conn., so they

both spoke of Wesleyan and Middletown. I spent my first college year at
Wesleyan.
T: Then where did you go to school.
B:

Right here at the University.

T: Did you go to the University of Washington, Mrs. Sandvigen?
S: No, I didn't.
T: What was your father's work?
B: To the best of my knowledge, the first job he ever held here was with

Osborne-Tremper Company, an abstract house. That later became, what is
now, Washington Title Insurance Company, through a series of mergers.
I worked there later during the summer months as a sort of office boy.
T: Was this your father's main work most of the time and did he work at it all
of his lifetime?
B:

Oh, no.

S: He taught school to begin with. He had charge of an Academy, didn't he?

-4B: That was back East. He was head of an Academy in New Hampshire.
When he carne out here, the first job he ever held was with Osborne-Tremper.
S: Wasn't he with the Seattle Trust and Title?
B: That was the successor to Osborne-Tremper and then Seattle Trust sold
the abstract business to what is now Washington Title Insurance.
S: He dabbled in many things, didn't he? He built the Liberty Theater
Building.
B: That wasn't a job, though.
S: No, but he was connected with it, and the theater building had the name
Blaine on it, I know that.
B: He was administering Grandmother and Grandfather's estate. They owned
the property.
S: Yes.
B: They owned that property and it was a "dog" because there wasn't any
important business there. I think most people thought it was a "dog" when he
started to put up the theater. But it turned out that he had found a smart
architect who carne up with the idea that the old staircase that you had to
climb to get up to the bacony in all theaters should be done away with and
they put in the first ramp theater. The only other ramp theater for a long,
long time was the Coliseum. The owners put a ramp in because they had
leased the Liberty Theater and found it so successful that when they wanted
to build their own theater they got father to get this architect (I don't remember

-5what his name was now) and they did that. Then when they built one in
Butte, Montana, they got father to go over and supervise the general construction of the building, so he was there during that time, with the same
architect again.
S: Rialto, that was the name of the theater in Butte.
B:Blt that was not a job. His job was with the title
company. Then he ran for the City Council.
S: He was on the school board, first, wasn't he?
B: I think he had served in the meantime. I don't look on that as a job-it is, but I'm thinking of something that was earning him money. His first
term on the City Council was when Hiram Gill was Mayor. I don't know whether
you ever heard that name, but he was an old-fashioned mayor with a corncob
pipe. His chief of police went to the penitentiary for graft, and Hi Gill was
recalled and then there was a period (I can't tell you just what the years were)
that father was off of the City Council. I can't remember whether he went back
and did any work with Osborne-Tremper or whether he just filled in the time
and then he went back on the City Council.
S: He did quite a bit of construction work.
B: He was part of a company which had the

Neptu~e

built and the company

then operated it for many years.

•

T: Did your Grandfather acquire quite a bit of property while he was a
minister?
B: I would say no, not while he was a minister, for the simple reason that
he was only here as a minister for approximately three years. Then he went

-6down to Oregon where he was assigned to various congregations and ultimately
became head of Santiam Academy in Lebanon in 1859. Father was born in
Lebanon in 1862 and the family returned to New York in 1863 and resided in and
around Seneca Falls, New York. Father was educated at Wesleyan University
in Middletown, Conn. He married Julia Hubbard of Middletown in 1886 and
after a few years as head of an Academy in New Hampshire came again to
Seattle about 1890. For awhile the family lived on Jefferson Street out Leschi
Park way and then built their home on Highland Drive on Qneen Anne Hill
next door to Grandfather and Grandmother.
T: In the history of the University, it says that E. L. Blaine became vice
president of the Board of Trustees in 1905. Do you have any knowledge about
how he happened to become a part of the University of Puget Sound?
B: Well, I won't say I have any concrete knowledge. While Grandfather
was here, one C . D. Dorin gave a tract of thirty acres adjoining the village
survey to be used for a seminary. The church didn't have the money, of course,
to go ahead and do any building and sometime, not too long after that, the
University of Washington was started, where the University Tract is in downtown Seattle. The time came when they had some money in the church, but
by this time, Grandfather had gone to Oregon where he ran the Santiam

•

Academy in Lebanon. Later, a decision was made not to attempt to compete
with the University of Washington, which was already functioning, so I think
they got a grant from somebody of property in Tacoma and they put up what
was to become the College of Puget Sound .

-7T: The school actually started in 1888 and had about 640 acres and it
was in a very tenuous financial position. It was then called "University
Place". Then in the Panic of 1893, they lost it and we have folders, for
instance, showing Old Main and articles stating "Send your daughters
here because there is no malaria" and all this sort of thing. Then your
Grandfather was very much involved in this.
B: Yes, he was the head, if you want to use that term, of the Methodist
Church in Seattle. He was under a minister whose headquarters were in
Olympia. That was the region.
T: District superintendent.
B: The four Methodist churches in this area were located at Olympia,
Steilacoom, Seattle and Whidby Island.
T: Yes, there is a monument there at Steilacoom .
B: Grandfather and Grandmother landed at Alki Point November 26, 1853,
and at that time there was nothing where our business district is. There
was one family that was up by the Duwamish River, in what is now Georgetown.
There was another family out at what is now Smith Cove (Pier 91 or 93) and
the rest of the city consisted of about twenty families at Alki and across the
Bay.
S: They had come over to this side of the Bay, which is where Seattle is now,
because they found out that the water wasn't deep enough off Alki.
B: He preached his first sermon at Alki on Sunday, November. 27, 1853.
S: Yes. On Monday they went across, to where Seattle is now, in dug-out
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canoes.
B: The menfolk there found or decided that there was deeper water so the
whole group, for the most part, moved over and settled. It was all woods
at that time , right down to the water front .
T: I remember your father describing to me how they washed the hill down
and made the level area.
B: That's where the first regrade was--where the Washington Hotel stands;
the hills were washed down by hydraulic pressure into pipes that carried it
out into the Bay and filled in the area south of the Union Station. For the
second regrade (back to Denny Way) they hauled the earth down in trucks to
the waterfront, loaded it in barges , towed them out and then shifted the ballast
in the barge so it turned over and dumped the dirt in Puget Sound. The barge
was hauled back, the bottom filled with dirt, and then the process was repeated.
T: Then your father's association with the University of Puget Sound was the
natural following of his father's interest in it?
B: Sure.
T: As I said, he was vice president of the Board of Trustees in 1905, and
in 1909 he became Chairman of the Board of Trustees. In the history of it,
it says that he was involved with four presidents. Do you people remember
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anything about that or any discussion of his involvement? Reading from the
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history written by Dr. Todd, it says, " Mr. E . L. Blaine was elected vice
president of the Board in the fall of 1905. November 1909 he was made president in which capacity he served during the administration of four presidents
and played an important part in selecting three of them. He resigned from
that position in the fall of 1945 and was elected chairman emeritus of the Board .
His devotion and loyalty to the college have won him a deservedly high and
worthy position in the annals of this institution. His record has been such
that the history of the college would not be complete without giving his name
a prominent place." Do you remember any discussion at home about his work
with the college?
B: No, there was very little.
S:

Well, Dr. Todd used to come over and have dinner with us.

Mrs. B: I remember that; it was when we were first married.
B: I'm trying to think of the names of the other presidents.
T: Well, there were . . .
B: Todd was there a long time.
T: He came in 1913. You remember from 1909 to 1913 there was a financial
crisis and they had about three in two or three years--there was Boyer,
Che rington .

•

Mrs. B: I thought I read just recently that he was President of the Board
in 1908.
T: He would have been. He came on in 1905 and then it was probably in
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1908 or 1909 that he was elected President of the Board of Trustees.
I came in 1942 and I had three years with him. He was a wonderful person with whom to work.
Mrs.:a He was responsible for your being here.
T: I am very pleased and very happy because it was a happy solution.
B: I remember when he was searching for a successor to Todd, and I don't
remember anyone before Todd.
T: It would probably have been problematical because they were only there
for two or three years.
B: Todd was there from 1912, you say.
T: From 1913 to 1942.
B: I would only have been a little over 10 years old so at that time I wasn't
paying too much attention to what he was talking about, at the time Todd
came in. You mentioned a Boyer.
T: Yes, Boyer and I think it was Cherington.
B: That name -Cherington--I didn't think it was Cherington. I would have
said Harrington --that name has a little ring to me .
S: There was a Dr. Harrington that father knew; he used to be an old
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Methodist minister and sat in the front pew at First Methodist Church .
T: You said Dr. Todd used to come to your home.
S: Yes, he used to come in and have dinner with us quite frequently.
We couldn't talk because they were talking. (laughter)
T: What do you remember about Dr. Todd?

-11S: Well, he was always very jovial.
B: A small man, relatively.
S: AI ways seemed very happy.
B: Quite a bit of enthusiasm and energy, bubbly sort of a character.
S: Remember in Sunday School when we used to have to say, "Our University." He'd have us all say that.
T: To this day I meet people who say, "Yes, he taught us to say, 'Our
University--our University."' And it did a great deal. He was a very dedicated person and a very wonderful person.
B: Yes, he was.
T: Your father and Dr. Todd made a very good team.
B: I know they used to work together on soliciting help for the endowment
fund and things of that sort.
T: Do you recall anything about your father being very instrumental in
getting the Hill Challenge--the James Hill Challenge from the railroad builder.
S: They both went East one time. Was that the time?
T: That's it. That the time.
B: I have a very vague recollection but I don't remember the details.
T: You may recall that your father and Dr. Todd went to talk to James Hill.
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He was just building the railroad out here. They got him to agree that the
Hill Foundation would give $250,000 if the University would raise $750,000.
So that Challenge was made and that's how we got our first million dollar

-12endowment. Your father had a lot to do with the move to the new campus
from downtown. Do you remember anything about that?
B: No, frankly, I didn't know that he had anything to do with it.
T: He was Chairman of the Board when they had about nine acres at 6th
and Sprague in Tacoma. In 1924 they bought the new campus, way out in
the wilderness .
B: I know where it is.
T: Your father was very instrumental in that. As a matter of fact, when
Dr. Todd was going East to meet with the Board of Education of the Methodist
Church, there carne an opportunity for them to buy the campus and to sell
the old one to the School Board and your father and Mr. Lister, who was on
the Board of Trustees, together decided to sell the old campus and buy the
new one. Of course, it was one of the greatest thing to happen in our history.
B: Idon't know why I always thought that Norton Clapp had quite a bit to do
with that.
T: Norton Clapp didn't come into the picture until about 1932, and he had a
lot to do with the development of the school.
B: I didn't know they moved out to the new campus that early.
T:

192 4. Your father had a lot to do with it and he and Dr . Todd were very

great teammates.
B: Is it possible there was an interim location?
T: There were four locations all together--in the Panic of 1893 they lost the

-13640 acres and they moved downtown into what is now an apartment house;
then they moved to another building, which was an abandoned school
building; then they moved to this other place which is where the junior high
in now located; and then in 1924 they bought the sixty acres which is where
it is now, and your father, Dr. Todd and Mr. Lister were the ones who
really did it .
When I came, I wondered if all the meets and bounds are proven up,
and I found there were fourteen gaps so we had to go to court and get a quieting
title. They did a marvelous job.
I used to go around Seattle with your father, raising money. He was
a genius at it; I remember we went to see Mr. Swabacker and Dr. Spector,
and a good many others, and they hocl the greatest regard and respect for him

B: He had been active politically here for quite some time, not politically in
the true sense, but he held a political job but he was not an aggressive
politician in that sense. He ran, and if he was elected, fine. I think he had
a pretty good reputation. I never forget the story he told me. Old Hiram Gill,
whose appointee went to the penitentiary and Hiram was pretty rough sort of
character . . . When father first went on the Council, he wasn't getting very
far in getting the things he wanted, and he was sort of a lone voice there
for those things, and he told me about going in to see Hi Gill at one point and
Hi Gill said, "You've got to learn how to get along in politics." Father said,
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"I know I'm not too well informed, but what do you mean by that?" He said,
"Politics is a game of compromise. If you want certain things and the other
fellow, he wants certain things, you're going to have to occasionally vote for
what he wants if you want him to vote for what you want." He told me that
and I'll never forget it, because he, of course, being a strong church-goer,
was not very much in favor of some of the things the others on the Council
were interested in .
T: I notice that there is the Blaine room in First Church. That's named for
his father, wasn't it?
B: Yes . . . Well, now wait a minute. I'm sure it was . . .
Do you know whether the Blaine room was named for Grandfather?
S: Yes, it's named after Grandfather.
B: I was wondering. You see, Father was so active in the Sunday School
work at First Church and on the Board of Trustees for years and years and
years.
S: He was well and active when that room was named, though.
Mrs. B: Yes, it was named for your Grandfather.
B: I would assume so, but I just don't have the facts as to.
S: If they had named it after he was gone, I could have believed it, but I think
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it was named after Grandfather .
T: I came in 1942 and it was there then. There is a Blaine Avenue or Blaine Street.
B: Blaine Street, here, I think, is named after James G. Blaine of Maine.
T: Now is that any of the family!?

-15B: No. He was the Republican candidate for president of the United States.
S: They have a Garfield right up along side of it so I imagine that is
true.
Mrs. B: We have a great difficulty over this whole problem, because I read
somewhere that Denny Blaine was named for E. F. Blaine because they
lived out there .
T: Your father's initials were E. L. What did that "L" stand for?
B: Linn. Named after Linn County, Oregon, where Lebanon is.
T: Do you recall any of the unusual events in his life that related to the
College?
B: No, frankly, I can't think of anything. He was pretty regular attending
their board meetings, and toward the end, when he couldr.' t get around too
well, Norton Clapp used to come over and pick him up in the car and drive
him over to the meetings and bring him back. He was active at all times but
he was not involved in anything specific that I can think of.
T: He was very, very good and he used to call me and say that if I could
spare a day, to come over and he would go out with me. Then he would say,
"If you're going to be in Thursday afternoon, I'd like to come over and sit
down and talk with you." Then we'd talk about what were the next projects
and what committees should be made and which trustees were serving well
and which were deadwood. He was very active right up to the end.
B: Yes, he had a keen interest in it at all times.

-16T: How long had his hearing been impaired?
B: I would say that he was in control of all of his faculties up until about
f.ive years before he died.
1\Irs. B: He lost his eyesight and he lost his hearing, too.
T: Did you say he used to read to the family?
S: Oh, yes, every evening almost.
Mrs. B: He read to me.
S:

That was after Mother had gone.

B: While you were ironing he would come out and read. He enjoyed reading,
and it was sort of a performance.
S: He'd use different voices for the characters in the book.
T: What year did your Grandfather die?
B: I would say about 1900.
Mrs. B: Your Grandmother died in 1908.
S:

She was only in her 70's, I think, when she died.

T: Do you people have copies of her letters?
B: Yes.
T: Have they ever been published in a book?
B: No, not as such. They have been typewritten. Father had them typed
one time and there is a copy, if I remember correctly, at the historical society
in Olympia; then he gave others to various people. I don't know how many
copies he had made. Then we've had sufficient demand so I had six or eight
more run off, not individually typed but photocopied.
T: We have a copy in our library and some of the original letters are in the

-17Methodist archives in Nashville. They wanted them as part of the primary
sources of the Methodist Church of the United States.

The End
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INTERVIEW WITH
HARRY L .BROWN
BY R. FRANKLIN THOMPSON
August 31, 1977

T: When were you born, Harry?
B: March 6, 1886.
T: Were you born in this area?
B: No, I was born in Centralia, Illinois.
T: What did your father do?
B: He was a railroad engineer. In the east he was with the Illinois Central
and then he carne west to Montana where he lived for four or five years and he
worked for the Montana Central, which later the Northern Pacific took over.
Then he carne out to Tacoma and went to work for the Northern Pacific. When
he retired, he was the engineer on passenger trains #1 and #2 between here
and Portland .
T: How many brothers and sisters did you have?
B: I had three brothers and three sisters. The older was a railroad man
also; he worked as a fireman with the Northern Pacific Railroad and then I
had my brother, Charley, whom I think you knew, and a baby brother that
was scalded to death.
T: Tell me, when did you start to be associated with the University of Puget
Sound?

-2B: My recollection is that Dr. Todd came to our Fowler Methodist church
some time in 1907 or 1908, I can't remember the exact year, and it was at the
time he was getting people interested in the college, and he gave a nice talk
and after the talk in the church he got us all to say, "Our University," and he
was doing that all over the Conference, as I later learned. I think that was
really my first, and it got me to thinking about the university.
T: When did you come on the Board?
B: That I can't tell you. I remember that between then and 1900 we gave
them small pledges but I can't tell you how much. I have my check books
back to 1926 and in 1926 I was on the Board and I was on the Building Committee
for, I think, Jones Hall.
T: Well, you could very well have been because it was built something like
1922-23-24.
B: Then, I was on the Building Committee when we built Howarth Hall and
also on the Committee that raised the $200,000 on the Jim Hill Challenge which
was a $50, 000 gift.
T: Do you remember that the Howarth Bequest was given to the City of Tacoma,
to be used where the best use could be made, and were you involved in getting
that to come to the University?

•
B: Yes, I think that was when I made my first pledge of any size. I find in my
book on checking this morning that in 192 6 I was paying on a pledge then, and
between 1926 and 1930, I made another pledge of $10, 000 and those pledges were

-3paid off during those years of 1926-30. The reason I didn't give a lot up until
1900 was because our salary was only $150 a month up until then.
T: Then you were involved in the Building Committee of Jones Hall and also
probably Howarth Hall.
B: Yes.
T: Didn't they build the basement of Howarth Hall first and they used it for
awhile and then put the top floors on afterwards.
B: Yes, that's right. Then, also, the architect that built Jones Hall gave the
money for the quadrangle--that was Mr. Sutton.
T: He had been around the world, and hadn't the trustees asked him to study
college buildings and come back and report?
B: Yes, he did. That's when they laid out the entire program for the University
of Puget Sound, how it was to be built and continued to be built upon.
T: That's right. The only difference is that we don't have arches all around
it because it cost so much. And also in his day he didn't have to arrange for
parking lots because students didn't have cars. Do you remember when Norton
Clapp first came on?
B: I have tried to think and I remember Norton Clapp followed Roe Shaub.
T: I mean when he first came on the Board .

•
B; Well, it was only a couple of years before that.
T: I remember talking with you a good many years ago and you said that you
used to see Norton Clapp playing volleyball up at the YMCA.

-4B: That's right.
T: You said he was a tall, young fellow, not quite as coordinated as he might
have been, and I recall you said--check me now if this is not true-- that you
, thought he might be a good person to get on the Board, and you talked to him
about coming on the Board originally. This would be in 19 ... well, something
like 1932 or '35 or '37-- something along there.
B: It would have had to been then. I tell you who I talked with about it. It was
Van--T: Vander Ende?
B: Van, yes.
T: We will be talking with him. Clapp just came on, then , as a regular member
of the Board and it wasn't too long till they made him Secretary.
B: That's right.
T: Then I remember when he got involved in the war and he asked to be
relieved of that because he was with the Navy in the Exchange Building in
Seattle, but his interest was very, very good. Tell me quite a bit about
Dr. Todd's administration, you were probably the best qcquainted with him
of any man we have.
B: Well, he was a man who had a great vision and a very hard worker. He

•

had a love for people.
T: It must have been very difficult to raise money in those days because there
wasn't any income tax factor.

-5B: That's right.
T: I remember him telling me about getting money from Mrs. Jones, for instance,
and she didn't have any tax break at all on that -- she just gave it.
B: In those days, when I gave $10,000, it was given outright.
T: Yes, right out of your pocket.
B; I wasn't making a lot of money in those days either. I never could have
paid it off. .. anywhere from $.200 to $600.
T: That's what made the University what it is today. Do you remember our
conversation when I first came and you said what is the most needed for the
University and would be the most difficult to get?
B: Yes, I do.
T: And we talked about sidewalks and pavement and you recall, of course,
there wasn't a sidewalk on the campus, and the only pavement was in the Sutton
Quadrangle in front of Jones Hall? That was when you suggested that we have
the Harry Brown Family Roads and Paths Fund , and every square foot of paving
and every square foot of sidewalk has been done by you and your family and
what a wonderful, thrilling thing that has been. Actually, you have kept the
kids out of the mud and it has just been wonderful. There is a new sidewalk
that has been put in by the chapel---- so people coming from Puget Sound
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· Street and that area can go across the campus without getting wet feet.
But I remember that you said you wanted to do the thing that would be the most
difficult for us to do and yet would be the most helpful, and ...

-6B: There was one other thing, too . In looking over my books, I find it
brought back to my memory that I was very much interested in the athletics.
At that time, the University of Puget Sound often took the team from one place to
another and I made little gifts for this. Also, I notice where I bought a
cup for one of the awards. And that was when I got interested, I think,
when we built the first Tennis Courts.
T: You built the first two and they are still there and still going strong.
B: Then I think we put half on the second ...
T: Yes, that's right. Then, of course, there is the Brown Quadrangle
which ...
B: That was later, yes.
T: That was a real thrill when we dedicated that. I remember we had a
covering on the plaque which read that it was donated by you and your
family and everyone took a hold of the rope and they pulled --down to the
grandchildren--little, tiny grandchildren--and it was really a very very
wonderful moment.
B: Yes:
T: Let's talk about the President's house. Do you remember the speech
you made to the trustees?
B: At a trustee meeting, we were discussing the president's house and
the thought came to me during the meeting that why shouldn't the Board of
Directors have a project of their own and build that, and that was what I

-7proposed--that the Board of Directors do it and we got subscriptions from
them for, I think, $30, 000 and of course it cost just about double that.
T: You made quite a speech and said, "I would like to pass this paper
around and see what would happen." And actually, it got $32, 000. Then
you remember that Norton Clapp got it and he said "I'll match it dollar for
dollar." So out of that meeting, where you made that speech, came $64, 000
and the house cost $90,000, and the furnishings were beside that. You were
the one that actually started that.
Going back, I was trying to remember exactly what happened, as I had no
idea this was going to happen at the Board of Trustee meeting. You said,
"We brought this young man here to follow Dr. Todd, and Dr. Todd had his
own house. We promised him we would build him a house, and a year or two
has gone by and we haven't done anything about it and I think we have a
moral obligation to carry out our promise . For that reason, I would like to
pass this paper around and see what happens."
I was very much surprised when we got the kind of response we did. It was
wonderful. Of course, that house, Harry, has been marvelous. Lucille
designed it and furnished it, and we had 10,000 people there every year.
And we tried to have every student in and if a student was homesick, I would
say, "Come on over and we'll have a bowl of soup." Really, those kids used
to clean out the refrigerator every week.

(Laugliter)

B: It has been a great pleasure for us to watch the growth of the college.

-8T: It's been a great thrill, hasn't it?
B: Oh, it's been wonderful. And it's a thing that our children--you see
we have not only had all of our five children attend the college but our
grandchildren, right up until this last year .
T: That's right. I think I told you I met Jerry Boyd.
B: Yes, he spoke about it--he was so pleased that you recognized him.
T: I was kind of surprised for there were three or four Sigma Chi's, I
think it was, all there, and I said, "Good heavens, what are you doing,
having a Sigma Chi meeting?" He said, "No, I came over here on a real
estate deal and Jerry is going to take me around and show me--he's involved
in it." It was so thrilling and it was like the success of your own young
people.
All of your children did attend? Did your oldest son go to UPS, too?
B: Oh sure, he took his pre-med ..... Harry ..... at UPS and then went to
Chicago, the University of Chicago.
T: Don is a doctor, too.
B: All the children graduated from UPS except Al. AI took his first two years
at the University and he was taking up business and he felt he could get his
last two years and what he wanted at Stanford.
T: How many children and grandchildren have gone here, do you know?
B: I don't know. Al's daughters, all but one, I think, attended some, and
then Mildred's three-- Bob, Jerry, and Janet. Harry wasn't here. I don't
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think any of Don' s went here. Oh yes, Steve and Tom went to the University.
T: Don: played basketball.
B: Yes, Don played basketball.
T: Dick played both basketball and football.
B: Yes, that's right.
T: And did very, very well.
Do you recall any unusual Board of Trustee meetings?
B: I haven't thought of that for so long.
T: It seems like we were always authorizing another building and that sort
of thing. We were, of course, very closely related to the Methodist Conference.
B: I think maybe the one I remember most was the one when you decided to
come. We needed someone so bad to follow Dr. Todd and we were so thrilled
to have you come.
T: Do you remember if you had a good many meeting about this before this?
B: Yes.
T: Did Dr. Todd decide on his own volition that it was time for someone to
follow him? He must have been in his eighties, wasn't he?
B: Yes, I think that more or less he did. He was thinking about it and the
•

Board was thinking about someone to replace him because of his age.
T: Do you remember some of the men who came? Do you remember someone
by the name of Nyles from a Methodist school in Iowa?
B: Yes, I remember.

-10T: I guess it finally got to the place where the Board was deciding between
the two of us.
B:

Yes.

T: He had raised $100,000 for the school in Iowa, so I kept hearing, "don't
count on it because he has a reputation for raising money."
B: To be honest with you, Dr. Thompson, I think one of the main reasons
(and there were several of us on the Board) was that we were trying to hold
ourselves to a religious school, and we knew that you were active down in
Willamette and all of your recommendations were so high that we were just
thrilled when we knew that you were coming.
T: It was a very interesting decision for Lucille and myself, because we
were being invited to go as Dean at Ohio Wesleyan, and it was a question
of going there or coming here, and I listened to Bishop Baxter quite a
little bit. Of course, he was on the Board and he didn't know exactly
what would happen or if it would come or not. I remember Mr, Dix Rowland
called me and said he and Mr. Blaine wanted to come down to see us. When
I hung up the phone, I called Bishop Baxter and I asked him what this meant
and he said, "Well, there is no doubt but what they are coming down to ask
you to come up."

•
B: What was the man's name down at Ostrander?
T: E .S. Collins.
B: He was also very interested in your coming.

-llT:

Collins was a very interesting person. I used to preach in First Church

at Portland every once in awhile and so one time I went to his office and he
said, "You know, I am on both Boards. While all my young people have
gone to Willamette, I think Puget Sound has a tremendous future." I was
vice president of Willamette at that time, and I said, "Tell me why?" And he
said, "Well, it has the location, it has the potential and all it needs is leadership." I asked a lot of questions, then, because he was on both Boards and
in many cases, he sort of kept the College of Puget Sound in those early days.
B: I remember him as being an outstanding man, and we were thrilled when
he would come to the Board meetings--he couldn't always get there but he
was at most of them.
T: He was a man who sat there and listened and when a crisis came along
he would say well you only need this, I'll go half if you raise half, and there
are three or four cases in the history of the University where he did that.
B: There were times when nobody else gave and he gave, too, when they
really needed it.
T: He actually underwrote a pension system for all the Methodist mission--

aries. He gave millions of dollars to the Pension Board to underwrite the

•

pensions.

His grandson is now on the board , and he goes back to

Philadelphia for those meetings and sees that the Collins money is properly
spent.
B: In looking over my old checkbooks, (I have a book for 1926 to 1930 with
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just gifts in it) and we were in those days giving to that fund, and the
missionary fund was raised on the outside, then, too.
T: That's right. Well, Harry, you have been a wonderful, wonderful
trustee; your family has been wonderfully loyal and I appreciate very much
talking with you. We don't seem to have covered very much, and I wonder
if there are other things you would like to cover .
B: In regard to the University of Puget Sound, my thought has always been
that our young people, along with their education, needed a Christian
education. And they got that from some wonderful professors at the
University of Puget Sound.
T: Do you remember some special professors?
B: Davis--Senator Davis. I can't remember their names now, but I knew
them all from the early days--there was Slater, and ...
T: Weir, Hanawalt ...
B: Yes, Hanawalt was marvelous.
T: Martin, who belonged to Mason.
B: Yes, Martin.
T: He was a retired Methodist missionary.

•

Harry, part of your great support of the University has been a part of your
tithe. When did you start tithing?
B: I started the very week that I was converted at Little Fowler Church in
1905. I was working in the candy business, making $17.50 a week. The week
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that I was converted, the next Sunday I dumped $1.75 in the collection plate,
and the good Lord has kept me at it ever since.
T: Were you working in some candy factory? Or was this your own business?
B: No, at that time I was working in a candy factory. Three years after, in
1907, I started my own little retail store up on Boardway. I started that
September 10, 1907. My wife worked for me as a clerk. We were married in
January, 1918, because I couldn't afford to pay her wages anymore! (laughter)
And the first year, out of that little store we drew $25 a month. And we tithed.
We did not keep open on Sunday and we found that I needed more business
than we were going to get out of the retail store, so I started looking for two
or three stores that I could make candy for, and after doing that for about a
year, I found out that that was the better end of the business and gradually
worked into the wholesale business.
T: What was the name of the business?
B: Oriole Candy Company.
T: When did Brown and Haley start?
B: I built a little factory on East 27th Street, a one-story building, 120 feet
deep. I started in the wholesale business during that period I had two or
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three salesmen, and it was hard to keep salesmen. Mr. Haley used to call
me to sell me extracts. I proved to him one day that the extract that I was
using was better and giving me a better strength in the candy than the ones
that he was selling. That got him interested and he kept wanting to buy into

-14the business. In 1914 I sold him a full half-interest. That was the start, then,
of Brown and Haley .
T: You manufactured it then and he sold it?
B: Yes.
T: Then you started a Rogers Candy Company in Seattle after you sold out.
B: In 1944, because of the fact that my son, Al, had come into the business
and Mr. Haley had brought two of his sons into the business, and they were
not getting along together, it was decided to buy or sell and I sold it to him .
T: When did you make Almond Roca? You made that personally, didn't you?
B: Yes, that was in 1925.
T: That candy in World War II was one of the most acceptable and sent all
over the world.
B: All over the world, yes. And the Mountain Bar was my concoction.
T: They have a regular one, a cherry one, and a peanut butter one, now.
B: Peanut butter--that's a new one. But the Mountain Bar and Cherry Bar
were both mine.
T: It's wonderful to have you on the Board of Trustees. You are an honorary
member now, but Dick is in your place. He is very much interested and he
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helps on the committees and he is very fine. Who are some of the earlier
trustees that you remember?
B: Dix Rowland, Arthur Lister, Billy Hopping, and George Scofield.
T: George Scofield, you said, was interested financially and he made a major
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B: Yes, I think it was $25,000. In those days that was a big sum of money.
I think that inspired me to give the $10,000 pledge in 1926.
T: Wasn't Lister secretary of the school board and also secretary of the
Board of Trustees?
B: Yes.
T: He sort of maneuvered the sale of the old campus to the school board, didn't
he?
B: Yes , he did .
T: Do you remember anything about that?
B: No, I do not, because that was really done before I was on the board.
T: You don't remember when they moved from Division Avenue?
B: Yes , I do, I remember the march that was made from the old campus to
the new campus.
T: What did they do? What was it like?
B: Oh, I don't remember exactly, except it was a march and everybody was
thrilled and happy--singing songs as they marched along.
T: One of the men yesterday told me they carried two little holly trees and
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those are the two holly trees at the entrance to the campus now, There were
two beech trees, too, and one of them got broken in a snow storm a few years
ago. Let's see now, who are some other trustees? Was Mumaw on at that time?
B: Yes.
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T: And how about Newbegin?
B: Jim Newbegin.
T: Newbegin was mayor at one time, wasn't he?
B. Yes, he was mayor.
T: Mumaw had a telephone company in the Grays Harbor area.
B: As I said, George Scofield.
T: There was a Hopping?
B: Billy Hopping.
T: The Savings and Loan man?
B: He was the Tacoma Savings and Loan and he started the Tacoma Savings
and Loan.
T: It was a smaller Board in those days, wasn't it?
B: Much smaller. It seems to me we only had about eight or ten members.
T: Do you remember any of the ministers who were on it?
B: LaViollette .
T: That was Fred Pedersen's father-in-law.
B: Yes, I knew LaViollette very well. It seems to be in those days the
District Superintendent of Tacoma District was always on the board.
T: I think that's right. There was a ... what was his name ... ?
B: Oh, yes. I think his name was Selliger, sorry but I cannot think
what it is for sure.
T:

Gerald ....

I had his funeral and his daughter said to me , as we
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left the cemetery, "You know, I used to hate that school with a passion."
I said, "Why?" She said, "When I was a little girl and I would get a hole
in the sole of my shoe, and I would tell my dad I needed some new shoes,

he would say, 'Honey, we'll have to put some paper in there. We have
to give the money to the school.'"
B: He was fine man.

HARRY BROWN ROADS AND PATHS FUND

Mr. Harry Brown, who has been Vice-Chairman of the Board of Trustees
for many years, has been one of the most wonderful supporters of the University of Puget Sound. He gives a regular portion of his tithe to the University.
Many years ago, when I first came, about in 1944, he said to me one
day, "What is one of the things that you need help on most that is onerous,
that you have real difficulty in getting help with and that would be a great
deal of service to the students, to the University and to you personally?"
At that time, we had no paving on the campus except the Sutton Quadrangle.
We had no cement sidewalks. There was a trail that went from Jones Hall
over to the Girls Gymnasium. There was a wooden sidewalk which got slick
every time it rained between Jones Hall and the Girls Gymnasium.
I pointed out that most often the students were walking in the rain
and in the mud; that the paving was chucky and had big holes in it and
needed constant repair and that if Harry Brown and his family could establish
a Roads and Paths Fund, to be called the Harry Brown Roads and Paths Fund,
it would be one of the finest things that could happen. This money could be
used to build sidewalks, to pave roads for the University and it would really
make the campus beautiful and keep the students out of the mud and keep th~ir
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feet dry .
So the Harry Brown Roads and Paths Fund was started and it has paid
for all the cement sidewalks and most of the paving on the campus.

f

~

\
-2I recall that one of the first administrative acts I had to do in 1942
when I came was to treat a boy who had fallen off a bridge in the ravine
between the Girls Gym and Lawrence. He had ridden his bicycle over this
little bridge and had fallen off and had a laceration on his forehead . I suggested
that we have a doctor take a look at it, stitch it up and that then we should
fix the bridge .
To this day, there is a little indentation in the pavement which you
can notice as you drive from the Girls Gym to Lawrence Street, just below
the cottage and New Hall. This is where the ravine was filled in and the
earth has sunk three or four inches. This pavement will crack one day
and it will have to be repaved because of the gradual settling of the earth
fill underneath.
The Harry Brown Fund has provided all the paving and sidewalks
and Mr. Brown would like to have us construct a "Prayer Garden" which
would be located in the area between the President's residence and the
girls dormitories, in relationship to Kilworth Chapel. We would like to
do this as early as we can and it would be paid for out of the Brown Raods
and Paths Fund .

•

R. Franklin Thompson
Circa 1970
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INTERVIEW WITH MARGARET BROWN
BY R. FRANKLIN THOMPSON
June 29, 1978

T: When did you first come to the University of Puget Sound?
B: In the fall of 1921.
T: Where had your home been?
B: Seattle.
T: What high school did you graduate from?
B: I graduated from old Broadway High School, Seattle.
T: Broadway--that's where they have one of the junior colleges located now,
isn't it?
B: Yes.
T: What did your folks do?
B: My father was an electrical engineer and he was in charge of building the
three power plants at Ft. Casey, Ft. Flagler and Ft. Worden. In 1913, when I
was eight, we moved to Seattle and he was in charge of installing all the
electrical machinery for the present government locks, so that is kind of a
historical thing in itself. My mother also contributed to the pioneer history. She
accompanied Mrs. Rita Denny (of the Denny pioneer family) to Seattle by train.
She was one of the first registered nurses to the Northwest and assisted at
many of the births in the pioneer families.
T: That is interesting. When did Ralph come to CPS?
B: He came in 1922.
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T: Where had his home been?
B: He came from Vancouver, Washington.
T: What did his father do?
B: His father and his grandfather were both Methodist ministers so he was
a third generation; in fact, his grandfather was a circuit rider.
T: Was that in Oregon?
B: In Oregon, and then he did kind of double duty; it's hard to understand
but he drove cattle north as he did his ministry and also brought the mail.
When the cattle would fatten in the north, they would work back down south
again.
T: In the rich Oregon valleys, I suppose. Ralph came in 1922 and you in
1921. When did he graduate?
B: Well, I went two years and graduated from the Normal school at CPS in 1923
and went off to teach. Ralph had one more year there and it made his two years
in 1924 and he was president-elect of the student body, but due to my pressure
he came to the University of Washington and we both got our degree there.
T: Then he went into the ministry?
B: Yes, in 1925 and at that time he was preaching at the deaconess settlement
in the Rainier Valley and in Lakeside Church. Then the night we were married
(we were still in the University and had rented a little house, got it all furnished and put three coats of paint on the inside and worked like everything
to get it ready) , Dr. Byron Wilson, the District Superintendent, offered us
Redmond . So we broke our lease and went as bride and groom to Redmond

- 3-

and had a wonderful, wonderful year there. In fact, it was just a little oldfashioned white church. We had a big dinner one rainy, terrible night and
Dr. Wilson said he wouldn't give two hoots that we could raise any money at
all but we got $10, 000 that night to move the church to a quieter location,
which is where the present Redmond Methodist Church is with the brick
finish. It is quite a nice little church. Then we decided to go back to Drew
and they gave us a purse of $100 and in our little Ford coupe we toured back
to the East Coast .
T: Where did you live on the Drew campus in Madison?
B: At first we lived in the married dormitory and was I ever homesick!
T: Was that Embury Hall or Hoyt-Bowne Hall, do you remember?
B: Probably it was Embury.
T: It is the old carriage place that had been made over into a dormitory.
B: Yes, that was it- Embury Hall. That was where they had the married
couples.
T: We lived there, too.
B: Oh, did you? I had forgotten that you were at Drew. Then we kept
going to each district superintendent hoping to get a charge and no one wanted
to do much about it because we were students; but Dr. Baugh had received a letter
from Bishop Leonard saying that when these "Kiddos" arrived to take care of
them. (Laughter) So we got a very good charge at Scotch Plains, New Jersey.
We were there for four years. Warren and Peggy were both born there.

-AT: You stayed in the parsonage while he went to class.
B: He went to class and I ran the church.

(Laughter)

T: That was the way it was. We did that, too, and it was a great experience
really but it was very hard on the wife.
B: They had had 49 preachers in 52 years in that church and the chairman
of the board said, when we left, "You came here a breeze out of the West with
much intestinal fortitude, and you stayed four years." (Laughter)
T: Then did you come back here?
B: Then we came back to Highland Park, Seattle, in the depression. Then
he served as minister at Asbury-Seattle, and Gooding, Idaho.
T: When did Ralph start his military career?
B: In 193 7 . We had gone to Gooding, Idaho, and while he was pastor of the
church I taught in Gooding College.
T: What did you teach?
B: They said they needed a foreign language teacher. I think my French
teacher, Miss Crapser from UPS , would have had a terrible time thinking
of me teaching French (Laughter) but I taught beginning and advanced French,
comparative religions and Indian literature.
It was a wonderful experience in that faculty. None of us received any

pay, hardly. The couples that were dependent on the college were in real
hard straits but we all had a good fellowship together.
T: Was Ralph full time to begin with or was he in the Chaplain Reserve?
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B: He had been in the Reserves and I used to say to him, "What if a war carne
and you had to go?" He said, "Do you think I would stay horne with everyone
else going?" He was quite adamant about the chaplaincy and there was quite a
backlash by the men of the church at that time putting the "bars of Mars" on the
ministry. We had had a very close friend who was chief of chaplains when we
lived in New Jersey and we had seen the wonderful work he had done (in fact
he had baptised me as a baby) , so we went into the chaplaincy with that idea.
We went to Laredo, Texas for three years. They had very bad conditions among
the men there--the highest venereal rate in the Army--and they hadn't had a
chaplain in 18 years so he was sent there to clean up the mess. I taught school
while we were there at Laredo Institute which was a Methodist school for the
Mexicans.
T: Did you speak Spanish?
B:

No.

T: How many children do you have?
B: Three. Two were born in Scotch Plains, New Jersey, while Ralph was
at Drew. Then Dick, Ralph, Jr. , was born here in Seattle during the depression, while we were serving at Highland Park Methodist Church.
T: You say you have ten grandchildren?
B: Yes. Of Warren's children, the oldest one is a boy 26, two girls 24 and
21. Then my daughter, who lives in Florida, has three children, one 20, one
18 and one 17 (two boys and a girl). My other son lives in Vancouver, Wash-
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ington, and he has four daughters ranging in age from 21 to 15.
T: What a beautiful family. Do you remember some of the professors at the
College of Puget Sound?
B: Of course. Everybody there always loved Senator Davis. He was just one
of us. He went to all of our house parties over at Indian Point when we did
anything in the Amphictyon Society or the mixed groups. Senator Davis was
always our chaperone, much to the shock of my mother--to have a man for a
chaperone!
T: You were an Amphic?
B: Yes.
T:

There were the Philomatheans, and the Thetas and the Sigma Zetes.

B: Yes. The Thetas and the Sigma Zetes have all gone into national fraternities
now.
T: I ran into another one the other day - Uthra or something like that. Did you
ever remember that one? I guesS. it was one for just a little while.
B: I guess so.
T: What leadership did Ralph assume. You said he was student body president.
B: Elect--and I talked him out of it to go to the University.
T: He must have been a natural leader on the campus then.
B: Yes, he was a great debator and he was on the debate team and of course he
was in the Sigma, what is Sigma Chi now, and I was in Lambda Chi, which is
now Alpha Phi.
T: Do you remember who was his debate teacher?
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B: Mrs. Hovious - Lynette Hovious.
T: She planned a lot of extra programs and pageants.
B: Oh, yes, we was a very prominent teacher; and, of course, everybody
knows Dr. Slater.
T: Yes, he has been a wonderful person. Do you remember a pageant Mrs.
Hovious put on that had Ezra Meeker and the soldiers for Indians, etc.?
B: No, I don't remember that.
T: Were you there when they moved from the old campus to the new campus?
B: No, I was only on the old campus, but we used to go up to the new campus
for get-togethers and then, of course, we crowned two May Queens there.
T: Who were the May Queens, do you remember?
B: Esther Graham and, I think, Helen Pangborn.
T: Oh, yes. Helen just died.
B: And so has Esther--both this year.
T: Helen was a very precious person.
B: She was one of my bridesmaids.
T: Oh, is that right. Through the years, she was so loyal and so dedicated.
Who else of the professors do you remember? Did you ever go to Olympia
with Senator Davis to visit the Legislature?
B: Yes we did that; then there was Miss Crapser, of course.
T: What did she teach?
B: French. I loved Miss Crapser. Of course, she is gone now, too.
One of the funny things about Dr. Slater, whenever you would give a correct
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answer he would always say, "Cracker," and we would all get such a kick
out of him calling us, "Cracker" .
T: Did you ever have Miss Reneau?
B: Yes, Georgia Reneau. I think she taught English and a type of sociology.
It was quite new at that time. Then Professor Harvey. I never had him but
Ralph did and he taught physics or chemistry--some terrible thing. (Laughter).
T: Tell me more about Ralph. He was a third generation Methodist minister;
you had these churches that you talked about in New Jersey and then you went
to Texas and then he was full time in the military from then on.
B: Yes, Regular army.
T: Where did you go from Laredo?
B: We went to the Philippines.
T: Were you in Manila?
B: No, we were 70 miles north of Manila at Fort Stotsenburg and Clark Field.
T: You were there, too?
B:

Yes, the whole family. I just got back from a visit there in May 1978.

But Clark Field when I lived there was 150 enlisted men and seven officers
and they could get one plane launched at a time off the ground. By the time
we left troops were pouring in. We carne horne May of 1941 and they were building
like made. When I went back in 1969 to visit, I couldn't find my old horne because of all these new buildings that were not familiar to me, so I asked the
driver to take me to the officers club because I thought I could find it from there
and I did. I took Ralph's sister back this year (1978). He was decorated with
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the Distinguished Service Cross for taking the wounded off the field at Clark
Field the first day of the battle .
T: That was his first decoration, wasn't it?
B: Yes.
T: Then he also received several others.
B: The Legion of Merit, of course; the Purple Heart which no one wants to get.
T: Where was he wounded- in Manila?
B: No. I'm not just sure about that. He was on those prison ships, you know,
and they were bombed out of the first one and they landed in Taipei (which was
Formosa at that time) and then they went on to Japan and he walked off under
his own power there but the men that were with him said he weighed about
70 pounds. It was just a matter of starvation. When they all left Manila
they were in top condition.
T: He was on the Bataan march, wasn't he?
B: Yes, they had a death march. They went up to Cabanatuan which was
an old haunt of ours and then the soldiers, particularly the Philippine solders,
died like flies from lack of food and bad water, etc. He buried them and
collected bottles wherever he could find them and put information inside
about who they were and their serial numbers, etc. Many of those men
could never have been identified, when found, otherwise. Then they were
sent over to Cabanatuan and there he raised a little garden of flowers so he
could have flowers on the altar. They had to pay $5 for a little can of sardines
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Then he went down to Manila and he was held in Bilibid prison, to go on a
ship, and a very close chaplain friend of his, a Methodist from the East Coast,
was there very ill with TB. Later, he attended Ralph's funeral in Arlington
with me--that same chaplain.
T: Ralph is buried in Arlington?
B: Yes.
T: He died in prison camp?
B: He died right after he got off those ships in Japan--in Kyushu. A Buddhist
priest took those men and cremated them, labeled the ashes and then when the
war was over I was notifed that the government had them. The priest had
turned them over to them. Ralph had always said he would like to be buried
in Arlington, so that is why he is back there.
T: How old was he when he died?
B: Let's see, he was 42. It was in 1945.
T: The children were still small, weren't they?
B: They were 8, 11, and 13 years when we came from the Philippines
and I had never had any responsibility for the car or anything, so when we
talked to him by shortwave radio, I'd get advice on what to do with the car
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and the children, etc .
T: He received the Distinguished Service Cross.
B: Legion of Merit, Purple Heart.

-11T: He had five Bronze Star medals, you say.
B: Yes, and the Distinguished Service Cross was the second highest honor
the U . S . bestows.
T: I see eight different decorations. You told me he was the most decorated
chaplain.
B: Well, when we were thinking of going into the chaplaincy, we went to
visit a very interesting Catholic chaplain at Fort Lewis who had been the highest
decorated chaplain in World War 1, and I think it was Ralph's ambition that he take
his place in World War 11, which he did.
T: You suggest that these decorations and awards be put in a specially-built
case and become a part of the ROTC exhibit.
B: Yes, I'm thinking that would probably be a proper place for them. I'll have
to talk it over with the boys.
T: Why don't you talk it over with them and I will talk it over with the
Commanding Officer.
B: Isn't this a beautiful thing?
T: Yes, beautiful. Which one is that?
B: This is the Legion of Merit and I have the citation. I wanted to tell you an
interesting story about when Ralph was small, I imagine about five years old .
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Dr. Todd used to go around to each church, as you have done many times, and
tell people about the college. When he stayed over night in their home to
preach the next morning, he would have Ralph sit on his knee and have him
shout "Our University". So one time the folks were going down to Portland
on the train and it was probably in Tacoma that the trains passed and pulled
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opposite each other in the depot and all of a sudden his folks heard him
yell "Our University" and there was Dr. Todd sitting on the other train.
(Laughter)
T: Wasn't that wonderful. Dr. Todd was a great man. Do you remember
any instances about him when you went to school?
B: Not anything in particular. I loved Mrs. Todd. She was just a cuddly,
grandmotherly type of woman, and Florence Todd was, of course, a contemporary
of ours and I was very fond of "Toddy" as we called her.
T: Did you know Junia?
B: No, I didn't know her.

T: Florence was very artistic, wasn't she?
B:

Yes.

T: How did she express this? Was it in painting, prose or . . .
B: In painting and well done. She always dressed very "arty", too.
Is Rita Todd a cousin?
T: I really don't know.
B: She did a lot of vocal work there at UPS.
T: Tell me about Mrs. Todd. Not many people have talked about her.
>

B: She was a very small woman, pudgy, sparkley, black eys and snow-white

•

hair and just giggly and bubbly and always so friendly, you just wanted to hug
her.
T: She certainly was a great teammate for Dr. Todd. She had a personality
all her own.
When you came home from Manila, was that the last time you saw Ralph?

- 13 B: Yes, in the harbor in Manila. We were on the Washington. They had made
it over into a troQp ship and the crew wasn't very happy to have their
beautiful ship slung with hammocks. We got on board with 1, 000 women
and children they were bringing home. There were 100 bottle babies and the
first night they couldn't find any milk supply and they tried giving them dry
corn flakes and the mothers were crying harder than the children, so it was
quite a tragic homecoming.
T: Did they find the milk?
B: The next day we got kind of oriented and we finally roped off one single
deck where the children could race and play and the rest of us got on another
deck and it was peaceful. We said goodby to Ralph there in the stateroom in
Manila and he and a flier followed us out as long as they could as the ship
went around the other side of the island and they dropped letters to us with
rocks in them--so they would drop on the top deck and we would pick them
up and read our little love notes.

(Chuckle)

T: We named the ROTC Unit 900 for Ralph. Did the Commanding Officers
come to you and ask if that would be all right?
B: They probably did but I don't remember.
T: I remember we discussed it at length and knowing of Ralph's outstanding

•
career and how dedicated he was to the Service, I suggested that it be named
for him. It has been a great unit. While I was President, it was decorated
as the outstanding unit in America.
B: You can be very proud of it.

- 14-

T: Yes, and the men are very proud of it. Of course, each year at orientation
the men are told of the service Ralph rendered.
B: He wanted aD .D. from UPS so badly and one of the very few messages I
got from him was, "Received the Distinguished Service Cross today. Contact
Todd for DD . "
T: Well, you have been to some of the ROTC reviews, haven't you, and you
have made certain presentations to some of the key young people, haven't you?
B: Yes. Ralph received scrolls from both Presidents Truman and Johnson in
recognition of his service.
T: As you look back on your years at CPS and Ralph's years, how do you
evaluate them?
B: Well, I don't know about Ralph, but for me, it was the making of me because
I had been very, very protected at home and my mother wanted me to go to
the University of Washington but I didn't want to go there. I wanted to go to
CPS. When fall came, she thought I'd weaken and enroll at the University but
I didn't--! went to business college, and after CPS had been going over a
month she finally relented and let me start a month late. I was determined that
I was going there my first year and experience some real college life. We had
lots of activity and my roommate was Marjorie Anderson and we were known

•

as Nip and Tuck. Everybody on campus knew Nip and Tuck because we were
into everything. I can still remember the Bag Rush--do they still have the
Bag Rush?
T: Not anymore, but we did for a number of years.

- 15-

B: She was kidnapped one time and taken away, out near Spanaway somewhere,
and she finally found some rusty scissors and pried open a window and slid
down a drain pipe and got on the streetcar and got back to CPS in time for
the Bag Rush. Another night we went out and I don't know what we were doing
but we were on a streetcar (I think of how Tacoma must've put up with CPS
students) and as we came through the college area we didn't want to be seen
because we were afraid we would be kidnapped, so with people on the
streetcar we ran around and pulled all the shades down and rode happily
through the crowds and came home!
T:

Do you remember the Ernsts?

B: Oh yes, Henry Ernst, Ralph, Harold Wade, Eldon Chuinard and, I
think, Preston Wright were called the Happy Five and they lived in a boarding
house where the lady put the phonograph on while you ate your soup.
T: The Happy Five . . . (Laughter)
B: That was when we knew Henry first.
T: It is really wonderful how successful most of those people have been.
Eldon, you know, is one of the outstanding surgeons for children in the
Shrine hospitals and Henry has been outstanding. Then you knew Ellena
Gouldner who wrote the Alma Mater.
•

B: Ellena played the piano for my wedding and Ralph was best man at their
wedding so we were very close .
T: When I talked to Mrs. Goudner not too long ago, I asked her how she
happened to write the Alma Mater and she said she did not remember too much

- 16-

about it but evidently, she may have written it for one of the literary socities
to be sung by a group .
B: Yes, Ellena and I did one song together. She wrote the music and I wrote
the words.
T: Do you remember if we had an Alma Mater song when you were here,
before hers became accepted?
B: I think mainly we did "We are the best school in the West, in the West." (Singing)
Do you know that one?
T: Yes. What were some of the Arnphictyon programs and what were
they like?
B: Well, at the first meeting in the fall after we carne back from the summer
we had to give a program on our summer activities. I had worked as a
secretary for the Washelli Cemetery Company so my topic was "Coughing
and Coffin". (Laughter). We carne in with this fake coffin and candles
burning and coughing, for that program!
Many of them were very literary and I don't know if you ever heard
of Eleanor Kenrick or not. She was an excellent pianist and I can remember
her piano numbers were very fine.
T: Well, the Arnphictyons and the Philornatheans required that the members

•

contribute to the programs and it helped in their development .
B: They were literary socities. Paul Schneider was president and Clyde
Kinch . . . .
T: Do you remember any of the financial campaigns of the school?

- 17B: Not really. I don't think it worried me.
T: I was thinking of Dr. Todd and some of the challenges for endowment, etc .
Now, on the old campus there was an administration building, a classroom
building, a gymnasium and a dormitory. The dormitory was off campus.
Did you live in the dormitory?
B: Yes. The second year my mother was housemother at the dormitory and
that did not make me very happy because I had to keep in line.

(Laughter)

T: You were under constant surveillance.
B: Yes. Then there was the music building down there right next to the
dormitory.
T: Wasn't that the one that's next to the Baptist church?
B: Yes.
T: That was where Senator Davis lived after we moved to the new campus.
B: Oh, he did?
T: I was there a number of times and he had a little path among the piles
of books and papers and he knew just how to maneuver through. He was
a wonderful person. Did any of your children go to the University of Puget
Sound?
B: Yes, my oldest son, Warren, graduated from the University in 1947--no,

•

it must have been later than that--it must've been about 1950 or '51. He was
so active at Sigma Chi I began to wonder if he was going to make his grades
he was so busy doing for the house.
T: Well, that was part of the maturing and part of his development.

- 18B: I also had a granddaughter that went one year. Warren's oldest daughter,
Karen Brown, went one year--must've been in the 60's or maybe later than
that, probably in the '70's. She has a degree in biology now and has been
living a life that has been very exciting to me. She is quite a mature girl
and has done work back in Minneapolis and a year ago this summer she was
at Grand Canyon working on the program there for the tourists, explaining
the flora and fauna and then from there she got a job at Monterey schools as
an outdoor instructor .

The End

R. Franklin Thompson
August 11, 1978
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RALPH W.D. BROWN
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MaJor Ralph W.D. Brown, Chaplain in the United States Army,
died in a Japanese prisoner ot war eamp on

leland, Japan,

~onehu

January 31 1 1945, as reported by the Secretary of War.
Chaplain Brown,. a graduate o:f' the College ot .Puget Sound and

,l'

'.

Drew Theological Seminary, wua ad.rnitted to the Paoi:f'1c Northwest

Conference in 1925.

He hold pastorates at City Miaaiona, Seattle;

Redmond; Highland Park and Asbury, Seattle; as nell as at Gooding,
Idaho.

He

entered the regular United States

Ar~

Chaplains' Corps

in 1)937.
For courageous service on December 8th 1941 at Clark Field,

j'

Philippine Islands, he was given the Distinguished Service Cross.
i

•.'.·

...

.

·

~

\

Taken prisoner, at the tall ot Bataan,he survived the three day\
\'•,

"march ot death" to infamous Camp O'Donnell where he serv6d aa \
senior Chaplain, as well later at Camp Cabanatunn.

~

two ainkinga ot prison

ehtlpt~,

bombing. In the later he
prison in Japan.

w~a

...

no aurvi vod. ' \,

one a torpedoing and the other a

".

.,
\

;., .. .

I

seriously injured and later died in· ·
) .\ ':
' i ; .,_
·\.

~. ~·
<

• !

Chaplain Brown waa unusually auooesstul as he served his men

..

\,

f i

'

..

with great devotion. When suffering trom a severe oaee of malaria /.
J~
'·

he arose !rom hie aiok bed to assist the ovaouation ot the sick ·,..
f.Dam a

front line hoapitol to the rear. Holding

many

eervioea o+

''
woreh'ip
when he should. h:1ve been in the hospital he gave ot hie ·. · ·

strength 1n serving the men at the tront line and on the
~d

later in the prisons where he was held •
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A true servant of God and a good minister of Jesus-christ
he felt through all hie trial of the last daya of Bataan that he
had

~been divin~ly

oared tor to well to have

~

fear." He fUr·
.c·

·ther wrote: "I Just go ahead as events take me and God leads me

t

and I say 'Hie will bo done'"•

He died unafraid and confident that hie Lord was the Author
and Redeemer of his life; a fa.i th:f'u.l minister of the uethodist
.

;.~

Church in whose service he surrendered hie life; and a valiont

; ..

..'

soldier of his country, faithfUl unto death, in hie duty ae

_.

..
:'

·· ..

a chaplain.

Surviving, are hie wife, Margaret; two eons, Warren Frankland
and Ralph Richard; a daughter, Margaret Annette; and his father
a.nd mother, Rev. and .Mrs. Arthur

w.

Bro\·m. His father is a retired

and honored member of the Paoific Northwest Conference.
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; . ·The many friends of Maj. Ralph
\V, D. Brown, College of ·Puget .
Sound alumnus. and army chaplain, were gtieved Friday to learn
that he died la.s.t Jan. 31 !n a Ja.p ·
prison camp. ·.
.
..
Rnv. Brown i.s well . known h .
Tacoma, having .. attended CPS •
four years, graduating in 1926, :
following which he served a nurn- ·
ber of important churches in the ·
cast and northwest.. He joined ·
the army chaplain corps in 193'1. :
lie was th~· brother ot Capt.
George M .. V, Brown, former l'leree ,
county wt~lfare admlnl!itrat<Jr, now ;
serving with tho allletl comllll!J- ·

·'

•

,11iml ln Italy.
i, Sent to the Phlllpp!nes, Maj.
;Brown· was :;tationed ln Manila
when th11 Japs struck Clark FieJd ·
~Dec. 8, 1941. For heroic services i
'he was personally decorated by
Gen. MacArthur with the distin- '
guished service cross, the first 1
army chaplain to receive tl1e medal :
in World War IT. ·.
..
. It wa~ learned that In two• at'tempts to take him to Japan, fol- i
-lowing tmrvtval nf the infamous
·death march to·. (.!amtl O'Donnell, •
J1is bhlp was torpedoed the Ilrst
time a111! bombed tho t~econd.
1
;. His wife, .Margaret, also 1\ CPS l
'alumnus,, anc!-c his threo children :
·wm retnnin a.t their Seattle home, :
4003 Walllng!ord ave, She is· a ·
tcar:her at Lake City grade school,
The official messag~ from the
war department. came to· Chaplain ;
Brown's parents, ·Rev. and. Mrs .
.A. .W.Brown, of· Oregon City, Ore.,
which <Was relayed to his wife in
Seattle'; lt stated only that. he
.~~ct..,~~~~ on Honshu tslan~;.· yf

/
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WILLARD

PACIFIC·
NORTHWEST ANNUAL CONFERENCE •
•
The Methodist Church

3RUCE R. BAXTER, Resident Bishop

Artisans Building, Portlend 5, Oregon

t.

STANTON

Secretary

'.

302 E- Third St.
MOSCOW, IDAHO

11155 ETHEL V. SPRAGUE, Treosuror
:314 Republic Bldg .• Seattle I;Wosh.
::.ARL W. HcABEt, Steti<ticion
\21 East Moeker, Kent, Wuh.

VAYNE L. SPRAGUE, Reoiot•or
, 751 33rd Avo. N. E., Seottle 5, w.,h.

Oct. 3, 1945

Ernest P. Goulder, Lieut, Ch.C.USNR
Hdq. 13th Naval Uistrict
Seattle 14, Wash.

rr·

'

Dear

E~mests

Thanks very much for the obituary of Ralph Brown.

I have sent

it on to Harry L. Allen, who compiles this material for me.
We had our stt:dent reception last night - 150 present, about
a third of the group being men students.
men on the campus again.

It certainly helps to have

Of course our group is never as large as

you had at fullman, for we have only about half the number or studentsabout 1400 this semester, as against 2800 pre-war average.

Our Sunday

...
evening Welley Foundation group ia starting off unusually well, and

we expeot to have a great year,
Thanks again for tho obituary.
Yours,
i·

•

·~

-.'-::

,:~

:.

~~~:~.·~·.:·

,.

,

.

'

..
'•

' .

·.. ~

·,r

24 September 1945

.
Rev. Willard E,. Stanton ·
~02 East 3rd Street
l!osoow. Idaho.
Dear Willard:

Several days ago Rev. Arthur

w. Bl'Otm• Ra.lph 1 e

:father.

r

oamo to me and said the tamily.had re~uoeted that I write an
art1ole for the Christi~n Advocate r~lutive to Ralph'n doath and
aloo if I would write thB ob1~ary not1oe-tor tho Gontorenoo
!linutes.

it ia

~ .

Inclosed is tho nbt·tuary. V/111 you please see that

1nol~ded

in next year•o minutes.

·

,,(,

•.

l!a.rgarat is taking Ralph' e death in a 1:9 rf'ectly'
wonderful E.Uld ohrist1an manner. Her ooure.ge through 1-t all
~aa been an 1nap1rat1on.to those of uo oloae to the family.·

'r

,,

!

I at1l on duty he'{&· 1n Sea.ttlo and expaot to 1'ema1n ·
.:. ' ·
here aa Aee1 etunt Diatriot OhaplaJ.n unt11 tho t1mo of my relottce. . :

.~

'

. Unloes the OontorenoG ha.e eon& thing tor me prior to ne.x. t Con- .
' foronoo I ahall remain 1n ~he oervioe until next Ua:J'•.
....
,

•'•:'

Bent \'iiehQe to
.;

'

<

~ou

••

1-,

..

:

, .

~

·and' your a, .
t,

,•

.

,,

. Sincerely your frien,d,

~:

;~

••

'I

. Erneat P~ Goulder
·.Lieut. CbO• USNR
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Cabanatuan Prieon Camp #1
A:'

9/1/43

Dear Margaret and Childrena
Again I will write you and send the letter to Dr. E.E. Tuck to hold till mails
ere open again. I probably will get word to you beiore this,- but-•enytl-.ing can
happen as this thing comes to a eloee. as T.a hope it will soon. So just in eeee
it should ge rough and the Jape decide not to surrender any priaoner3 I nant to get
this letter off and a~.

I

,.

First a little review. I was assigned Chief Chaplain For Eastern.Air Foreeo

Thru Be.taan I cavered 20th A .c. outfits in Ba:taen. I drove two thousand miles the
month of Jan, day e.nd ni..ght-bmbs ar no banbs, In February, Gen. George (Air Corps)
moved my Hdqtrs. to Bataan Field to be closer to the boys fiying. I sent each
plane off in the Algor..a BatUe and stood by Gen. George and watched the big fight
tho day 01.1r boys went cut v.nd knocked down six in an ell O"J.t battle •
Generally I lef't camp Monday a.tld ·got back Saturde.y night. Slept and ate m.. th
whatever .outfit I was w.t th ·at the time. Every day T:as Sundny rrhen I got, to a
C81'1p. I tried to hold services once a week at ell of them. Tihen action v:as coming
up, I nnt up to that poait1on. Every couple oi' weeks I !!ould go ttvthe b-ont line
and visit our A.c. Boys and chec!t up w1 th my three chaplains on duty there, \"fa
had more action on the beaches and fields in my sectors than on the f!oont lines,
up until the finel week, Of course you know of the la.clc of rood in Bata.."lll.. V:e y;ere
down to juBt a li tUe ric~ tl'lice a day the last month and a hnlf. I really lea.rn0d
how to go lmngry. I had two doses of dysentry in Bate.an end came dorm ro. th J1alc:ria
~he 4th of .t~pril, just before our surrender. I lost \':eight but kept going after
e:hort break:~. Vibilo dor.n in bed I kept your pictures always in td.eht nt ry crunp.
'!'he 7th of April ey c!Wip 1m.0 bombed aut, My tent and cot riddled. I \"'"l"...S in my
fax hole just outside the tent. A bomb fragment put a hole thru tho picture just
above ~om' head, I still have the picture, its here· in the room smiling at me now.
Its been my great consolation all the ~ thru these prison camp days. I thcugbt
I was sick the day of the big break tbru; hadn't bad rrry clothes on in tln-ee days.
I got- np, helped care for the wounded. When we abandoned our camp, I toc!t two
'~·.
lrOW'tded flyers back to the hoepi tal. In the jam mer a bac1t trail, my car eave
out, so I got my men on a 31st truck and so to the hospital. Thon I hunted up en
Air Corps outfit and so bacx to Uarieveles. I never had cy elothes off till I
reached O'Donnell. The Japs took us the night of April ninth. 'I'hs tenth r.e oterted
the terrible t'ls:rch on foot to San Fernando. We went three days without f'ood. The
.,
etcry of thl.s rsch and Crunp O'Donnell is one of the blnclteJst pagen in hiatory.
BnotJgh hm:-e to cay, somehow I got tltru. Only fighting horo.rts and men who hod the
trill to liV(J ot the Ba.taan men oro ol1vo t01:lay. Dy God 1 tJ h~lp ~ thru thu ctr.-,ngth
and power of your love I wao pulled thru. More than half or the nir Ce«'Ptt AfJtl I
ecrved in Bate.a.n ore now dead--few of them died before the sutterxlvr • (Bruce Ohorts
died here Oct. 29, 1942) For three weeks after I got to O'Donnellm:r heert beat
didn't get above 45. I served the combined air corps and 31st !nf. there.
June 4th, what was left of us were movod to Cabans.tue.n Camp No. l. June Stb
I was ordered to Camp lll eight miles east. It wae a good camp. Uen frm Corregidor. :. ·
who were not beaten and starved as we wore. They had life and go, a something I had
forgotten existed. I lms Senior Cbe.plain or this camp until it was abaz.doned.
We had six thou saul men. There I got me health and weight back, And Nmembt:r lat
when I came be.ck to C;alJip I weighM 200 lbs, I have been here ever since. Oll1v&r
:.
is here aBl 20 other Chaplains. I have been Senior of group rn.u:1ber TY!O. i7e i.ave

;.

t·

. :~
'I

. u
:::~t~ :a:t:~gi~~:~d~~l:~~·:;.~'eek da7 B:ble. ~::•• ~-~~;- ot . • ~-;, ·.:·~

FrCIIl January 194.3 ·to May 1 contirmed to loose weight although feeling quite
well. I had the Doctor check me and found that I had .Amoebick Dysentery. I bed
thought so for some time. Harry Packard also was discovered with the bug. Art ·
Irons had been marked for some months. So we were all put together in the sa.'!1e roam
in the Dysentery Barracks. It's nice to be together again, we had quite a bit in
common.
I wrote Dr. Tuck who is free in Manila and he sent me some money and some
Dysentery medicine. I have now taken the first course and next week will take the
second. I now weigh 185 and am f'eellrig good end caring on my work, preaching and
teaching bible class and visiting my men in the barracks and hospital. ! am sent
out to work on the farm J ar 4 days a week the last x two weeks while te.king this
treatment I have been let off.

As I opened by saying, \119 believe that our time as priefmers is getting short.
We are not allowed arry news but rumors get in, most of them fnlse but a little
knowledge of the situation does get through. God has brought me this fe.r and I
believe our prayers vdll be answered and we will be in each others erms before too
many months has passed. IJippy darling, am Warren, Peggy, and Dicky, I really

}'t..ave discovered just how much we love each other. Life is eo empty without y-ou
and my greatest a.mbi tion is to be back at your side and make up sme of the lost
time of companionship with my two boys and my young lady. I know you hava been
. mother and father to them Uippy and thank God fC!r you every night. Your load is
with your worry or uncertainty have been rnuch harder than mine. I could fight death
and tar life in a realistic battle. Youra has been herder in juot nofih1n3 but uncer•
tainty.

Dr. Tuck has ·eent me a lmndred pesos 'ond eome medicine tM.t I agreed to ct:Ner
when out. Some of this money I relent to friends but this bas been the margin
that has cared me through. I am now able to get bananas, duck eggs, ·beans end
peanuts. VIe are now being p&td 25 pesos a month by the Js.pe. ~l1e toed issue ie
tar better than it was earlier and as o. result our death rate has dropped :f'rom
40 to 50 d. day- to l or 2 a month. Some difference. I got a radio message frO!!
you, the only word reeo1ved, the early part of August 1943. It wae a breath from
heaven. The Red Crose hao not been o.llowed to come in or help uo. Vle got tlfO
Red Cr()EJ!J Christmas packageo laot Christmas and it was that tood that e~toppod 01.1r
terr1131o death rate. They have given us Vf!r'1 little med1c1Jm• Well darling, Ifu:
feeling fine honest, and loOking forward eonfidentlt to the next few month,. I
kno-:r our prayers meet daily at the throne or Grace. l~ay God continue to uphold
and keep us both and reuntte us j,n the near future. Tlhat fJV<rr happens you will
always kn01f our eternal lave and the joy it has brought to us. Love the children
far me.
Love,
Re.lpb
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Cananatua.n, Camp
NOV. 6, 1942

#

l
't

'Dear Mippie and Children:

i'

Again I take my pen and try to get through. We don't know what is
ahead so I will try to get this to E.E.T. in Manila who ia free and oan
some d~ get it back to you. I am well and doing all right. I weighted
October 30th at 196 so you see I haven't wasted away. I still worship
at the shrine of my families' picture each day and pray God's watch,
care and protection over all of you and that you will be siven divine
assurance of my welfare. I want to give you my story this far as muoh
as I of:l,n because I may not be able to later. VIe had a paper ( Jap propaganda sheet) telling of the sinking of a Japanese transport carrying
war prisoners. So any such trip wont be any too safe. I don't mean 1em
scared. 've bee
i
care for too well to have fear. I
o
ahead aa events take me and God
sal 1s w 11 be done.·
But should trouOle beahead I'd
this muoh of the story-to JOU
while there is a chance.

f.

We were bombed incesantly at Ulark Field from the 8th till the 86th
Li·>"- :~. ':.
ot December, five or six raids
day. I wala all over the place visiting and encouraging our men. I refused to get down or hide till the
planes were actually over me. Some of the Doctors got mad at mo booauae
I wouldn't hide with them every time the siren blew. I made two trips to
Manila sending radios for the men {and) myself). Sent off more than
, ... '
$4000 worth. I sent you a meney radio December 24th. I never received
1r: '.'
word from you after your air mail that I got Nov. 29th till I got your
two through Cebu while in Bataan. I went back each night~ for a week
•
~:~· . . :
and v1as there last on Dso. 31st. I had to abandon foot looker and all
my things except my field uniform. I was oost Ohaplain tne last two weeks '' · ·
at Stote. Jan 1 I was assi ned
G
r
t'" · · ~ .
Fo ces with d sat
9
le B io in Bataan. A few weeks later Genera._.;~,· ~.,.
George moved me to .13ataan fitl.fid Km lo
where
lived until tho night of (",:'·: ~the surrender, April 7th. I covered all of Bataan serving the beaches
,-;:·,. ., · ·
and fields and checking with my three Chaplains on the front lines fre,.,;. · · ·
quently. t. covered 2000 mile a on Bataan roads in January,_! __r10uld ]&ave
p:· .:'
my tent Monday, get back Saturcray. Held an average of 2 eervicea a tiN
.1'
·
f.l.Dd six on Sunda
I ate and slept with whatever outfit I v1as vJith V1nen
_ oame.
haven't been in a bed since Dace b
23r
4
l!ost
i .
Qf the time I've slep on the ground or on boards since the cantura. I havej
one woolen blanket. v1e 1 re very thankful for• a warm Climate. Holy Week I
held 18 services and hundreds of men took art. We didn't realize how
,., ..
••

a

"t'-r·

I

•

•••

.f:.:·.:;. ,;:.

~i~~n

out and our a~re:e~ were ~~;i~:rto ~;a~ns~;l~in~~nm:~i~i~el~a~
· ~~y ,·i·:.
old 100 miles an our plane without a gun on it, Blanca Monoplane. I got
a bad case of dyeen .. ,::ry on Bataa.n but aulphathiazol saved me. Our me ala . ;, ..,. '.·.
were cut to two a day Jan lst. i:Juppliee started running low by the end ot :' · ·
Janua.cy. The middle of Bebrua.FY bread ran out. Meat of any kind waa soon
t: ,
gone. Sugar and salt were gone. We ate rice. By the middle of March we were·:·:· ,
getting very small servings of that. Ocoasionaly we got a piece of cara···
boa and horse or mule. A small piece for each camp. Of course tha quarter- t:_·:.<:
master and Rdqts groupea ate but the men doing the fighting starved.Jl
know what it is to o to bed night after ni .ht with that naw n ache1n
m mi d
eoauae
ha a en
ng o ea
a
orregia.or a o
well right up ill
e r surra
gone and then
the Jape got ship loads of «ood out of

7

t . :: . .

"
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filthy crowded stockade in the middle of. the town. Got rice at 6 P.1f.
4 A.I.~. \ve v;ere on our way again. Put in box cars and we went to Capas, t
then marched to O'Donnell P.r. Army Camp. The Americana on one aide ot
the road the 1'l:1iJ :tipinos on 'tho other. It waa as near hell as a man can
eoncoct on earth. ':/e burricd lG:.iO men at 0' Donnell in 7 weeks, dysentry,
and ma:taria. I had dysen tory twice but had gotten enough and l:ept 1 t to
save me. Darlin~,. God was .aoood to me and secmeei to want to s~ve for somev'
u
thing yet. ~~-~s-&eH-e~~s-esa-w&-w&a~-~9
so I'm here ye t • m4he fi rs t
month v;as the \'1 ors t. Then the terrible conditions shocked even the Japs
and food and dondi t ions piclc:ed up a little, but the damage· was done for
many of our men. On June 4 I was taken by truck to camp 1 about 10 kms
eust of Cabanatuan. Another P.I. valley shack camp. June Sth I was ordered to camp III, each 12 kms, more. There I lived till Oct. 31, P.I. Army
Carnp. Goou drainage and men from Corregidor, :Javy and Marines. '?hey were
well, strong, had seen no starvation or hardship. I bcu ht extra food with
the money l got a.nd started to bu11ci back my weight and strength. Th~t
oamp was heaven on earth to me. Vie burried 68 men there while our O' Donnell men at oamp 1 were bur:r:ying 2200 more.

I

.

!•

~ :~.

····-·

. ...

,.

j'

_Nov. 9 - I kept quite busy there, was senior chaplain, had ITa_vy Chaplain:··
(Epis) and 3 Catholic priests. 'l he camp was in 8 groups, about 2000
to a group to start with. I ha:-;dled groups 1 and II, ~uinn Group III
(Navy and Marines) & little hospital. I held Bible classes 3 nights a
week and had 200 to 300 pre sent nightly. It sure surpised me. OUr Sunday l• ·.
services had 400 to 500 per &unday. I had to write my sermons each ~eek
and aubmi t them for Japanese appl'oval. Occasionally parts were red penciled - · ·Jl.y cemetery at Camp III was the best in the Island. Located on a little k · , :.·
knoll, with good drainage. I got the Japanese cooperation and a glass bot- ·
tle with full data on each body permanent identification buried w~~s at
the head of each grave. J'lo other cemeteries here have any permanent identification burried with their boddea.
~nn

1

I am now at Camp I. It is not so g ciod but we ill be all right. Am glad
t..
. .
t•.· ....
to be back with liarry P. He is running a kitchen and I get extras that
help, through him. Shorts died here Oct. 30. Et Griffith (now Major) died ~:() ..
2 months back. He never sav; his baby born Deo. '41. Jullie went to Mindanao ;·~:: :':
on Jan. '42. Havn' t heard since. Hope hers O.K.
h;,iI.

t•r•·

'.

;,·

Our rainy season this yea:r was late but has eon tined through Oot. The·
last VJe days it seems to be ol aring up. Haining today. It has been
, ''r
disagreeable at times but we've gotten through .Pretty well. 'i/o eat rice
• ....
3 times a day with greens coup made from potato lcomodi to.PS) We got
· · t ·,. - .:
Carabao once or twice a. week about a 1 inch cube each. The last month the ; "'-~~;,;.~, ·.
meat ration has been trippled. I bought all the canned meat and fish I o
could get. T._at is why I have kept up so well. Men that didn't get 1 t ar
now go2-ng blind, getting paralysis, sores, etc. Ame1•icans can't live on
rioe. 'l'he vitamin deficiency is continuing to kill our men off. 'rie
have hopes we m-.J.y bet paid by the Japanese. We have been promised pay
several times since the lst ot AUgust. But none yet. 'lie aure dould
.
;..·.·. , ...
like to know Vlhat 's doing in the out side world and how long this thing will f" ~:·.. :
oon·tfnue •. In a few more days you will have another birthday and then
..;'/~. .:-. :..,,-,,.
another ~hristmas. The . the children will be a year older. Viarren ie, a,.
, . , ····
1 ·''~ · • ,
yg~nf ma.nf> Peggy a young lady & JJick w1 shing his Dad was home to take him
k ng. atience is sure a virtue hard to attain. But 1 t will all IHlea
·,:{, ·
~~~;~_{&~·.'.
··• .;'7 " ·- --- •
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Saturday night, Easter eve I came down with 106 temperature and 'fever,·
1'a ba.fl case of' malaria. The doctor do~edme so that I broke out in a sweat . ·~..
about 3 A.M. and I really soaked everything. I had seven Easter aervjoes
scheduled and insisted I must go~They kept me uoped eo I didn't Vlake
till 7. Miaeed my 1st two services, hurried to 5th Interceptor Command
for a A.M. service, got throu.h it somehow. Then Bill Kennard and Col. ·
Churchill ( who replaced Gen. George in Command) oame and gave me a
~Direct Order to frooeed to my camp and go to bed and hold no more Easter
services. I didn t argue. I was licked and sick. I didn't leave my bed
till ITed. Went out to the toilet, was chased off by bombers and the toilet
I was on t minute before was blown to bits. Went back, got my cloths on.
~hey came back, I got in my fox hole, a 500 »ounder hit 25 yards behind
me, another denonated in a tree just over it. tzy tent was riddled and my
bed torn to pieces. Your picture got a hole through it just above your
head. I helwed care for the wound.ed. The Doctor came and ordered me
back to bed before I had to be carried baok.n That was 4:30 P.ll. at
7:30 we got orders to evacuate our camp, that the lines had disintegrated
and the Jape were coming. I took two wounded officers and left for the
.
hospital #11. Uy oar had a hole in the gas tank. I~ waa all shot anyvJay
.....
(the third oar I'd gone through in Bataan, Ponty, "'hevrolet, and F~rd V 8). '....·
My oar finally quit and I pushed it into the ditch and went on on ~a& a
31st Inf. Truck, got my men to the hospital and went on to report to
our Hdqts YJhich were then at 169. Just -before I got there at 11:30 P.U.
they blew our magazines through which I was to go to get to our Hdqts.
They blew 4 ~.M. No one knew anything, confusion was wild. r:e heard that
surrender would be effective at 6 A.M. but we were bombed and machine
gunned mercilessly all that day. In the afternoon we got word to go to
.Km. \7180 where A.G. would surrender. We marched the three kms under a
white ·flag. I got my first good meal for three months, o canned rations.
Our men broke in and took them. That nite the Jape came in while we
slept. 8 A.M. we went back to 1iari veles field where we lined up and
started marching. Ue were continually plundered by Jap soldiers and a
bayonette throu you was the penalty of objection. Your ring was yanked
'
..
oft my finger before I had gone the first Km.· We marched all day and into
the night, no food, a very little water, I was beat v1ith a canteen once,
t+,•:•~.:
casue, the amusement of the Jap pvt. .Ott?ar&1se I was lucky. I'!ty wallet
was taken~ That night the Japs ~ame we ~ame. crowded ~a&ay-~~&;~ into
a rough plowed. rice pa,ddy. We dra.nJc foul, stagnant water and it VJaa won- : · ..
dertul to get it, Didn't hu.ve room onough to atrotoh out. J~arly we
· :· ·
started marot~ing ar;a1n. Marched. o.ll do.y, no food u.gnin. Wo woro prom1ooc1 , · . ,
food at Balan&a, but inatoud we vicre lined up nnd sturted rnt:t.rciling uga.in. '
We marched on to 0 ani, got in between w and ~ A.M. Wetre crowded into
a filthy pend with thousands of Pbilipinos and aea.in there wasn't room to
lie down. MaY: of our men fell out exhausted. That got them a beating,
r.\.
later shot. i'he next day we sat in the sun all day,-·no shade, April 12 tcr ..... .
ribly hot, ~!.ore men went down. !.worked all day trying to help the sick. '.· ··•
llorke d my arm band and got out of the stockade and at 3 P.I.!. they gave us
; :,
half a oup of cooked rice. It got to two-thirds of our men. I begged and
pleaded for the rest. Cane near getting i t(beating) but finally they· cane
through a~d served the rest. I burried a Capt and an A.G. boy there. Had
to run to catch my column a.s tr1ey marched at 6:00 P.M. i'/e marched double
tirne for the first two hours. Guards rode bigyoles. Then VIe fltill~o~l a
snal!s pace the reut of' the nieht whloh wae h;;.~., <lor tha.n tho double.
Allowed us no water that night. N:orning gound us in Lubao. A 10 :inute
stop and we v1ere on the road J.gain, no food. That v1a.s lbALWorst day. We
got to San Fernando about 3:3o P.M. completely done in. Put in another
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-4in time and be just a bad dream. We have some wonderful years ahead yet,
dear. So let's look forward to them and in their light pass through thiS
period. Harry Julian who came over on our boa"tt baa teamed up with me. He
is now a temporary Ma.j or too. We have pooled our food. Do our cooking
together, etc. His wife Anna Bell is at 289-B St Joseph "'ve Long Beacb,
California. If this beats 100 home you might write her. He is well and O.K.
Harry P and A. Irons are both well and doing alright. Col. Fields is better
than I8ve seen him since the war started.
My Ma~ority was on the order publicised April 7 and I e.ocepted April
8th. ~ell darling I sure hope I beat this letter home but if not I sure
hope it gets and will fill up to some extent a lot of voids. In ma~
ways your suffering has been much harder than mine. The un~ertainty of the
situation must have almost driven yonora~ at times. I do love you, darling,
and believe we have more wonderful years ahead of us to grow older together
in. I've tried hard to do my duty to God and my country and build a reoord my wife and children could be proud of. I was told since coming to
this camp that General King will recommend me for the Distinguished Service cross when It's over. The Air Corps units I served have been sighted
three times. So in medals, etc., starting with ~A~~&-~-ee~¥&4 my s.s.c.
I'll be well decorated. Love me on through, dear, because love will win.
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INTERVIEW WITH
MR. NORTON CLAPP
BY R. FRANKLIN THOMPSON

November 8, 1977
T:

Norton, I noticed that you were born in California.

C: That's right, Pasadena, California, April15, 1906, which was Easter Sunday.
The next time Easter Sunday comes on April 15 is in about the year 1979.
T:

I notice in Who's Who that your father's first name was Eban. Is that right?

C: Eban.
T:

Is that a family name?

C: I think so. His name was Eban Pratt Clapp and he was named after some relative
by the name of Eban Pratt .
T: Wasn't he a medical doctor?
C:

Yes.

T:

I recall him going around with me for speeches when he was visiting hen.:many

years ago. Did he-practice in Chicago?
C: In Evanston, Illinois. He went to school at Northwestern University and then
he went to a school called Hahnemann, which was a medical school but it is a form of
practice which has pretty well gone out. I remember he had a medicine case with
a lot of little bottles in it, and each bottle had fluid, and he would take some plain
pills, which were known as sugar pills and pour a few drops of the fluid into that
bottle and shake it and then he would right then and there give it to the patient so
the patient did not have to go to the drug store .
T: Didn't he have something to do with reversing of the Chicago River?
C:

I don't know about that. I know that he was back there at the time that they

did it.

-2T: He told me, as I recall, that he had something to do with reversing the
Chicago River so that it didn't empty the garbage from Chicago into Lake Michigan
but emptied it down the Mississippi River.
C: That's where it went, yes. Father was the health officer in Evanston, Illinios,
and that was in the early days of the sanitary codes and health officers.
T: When did he move to Pasadena, do you remember?
C: My grandparents bought a house out there in 1900 and I guess my father and
mother went out to visit them and my grandfather built a house for them in 1905,
and I was born in that house in 1906, but I can also remember that after that, until
1912, we would go back to Evanston, Illinois. In 1912 and it seems to me it was right
in the middle of the school year as they took me out of school and we moved to California
permanently.
T:

Can we go back even a little further in the history of your family? Did you have

a home in Winona, Minnesota?
C: My mother was born there and my grandparents did live in Winona, Minnesota,
and they had a home there , yes .
T: Was it in Winona where your mother had the fireplace in her bedroom which you
gave to the University?
C: Yes, that was her own bedroom, upstairs, and I remember when they tore the
house down I had the fireplace tiles saved because it was made of rather nice, special
tiles and when the president's house was built at U .P .S., you and I agreed it would
be a nice place to put them.
T: It has been an ideal spot in the president's study. For the 31 years I lived there,

-3not quite 31 years--25 years--! looked and there was "Tempus Fugit". Time flies!
And it certainly did.
C: That was pretty good.
T: We had the architect design it particularly for that fireplace and the tile, but I
remember you told me many years ago you -used to like to go up to the bedroom -was it your grandmother's or your mother's?
C: That was my mother's.
T: Your mother's bedroom, because you enjoyed so very much being there when
you were very young, where she read to you and told stories to you. So I am very
thrilled that this has meant the same kind of precious situation at the University.
C: Didn't some of the furniture from the house in Winona go in there also?
T: I'm not sure but I think probably some of the furniture that you had at Greenwood
came to us. It is still there--a davenport, a love seat, special credenzas, and that
sort of thing. It is beautiful furniture and has rendered great service.
I am trying to remember, Norton, whether it was your father or 0. D. Fisher that
told me the beginning of the Weyerhaeuser Company. Tell me whether this is legend
or lore or fact. There were three--the Norton family, the Clapp fami'.y, and the
Weyerhaeuser family and all had timber holdings in Minnesota and they would cut the
trees down and then float them down in the spring and it was a.difficult job separating

•

them, so the three of them one time said let's form a company. Do you know whether
this is fact or fiction?
C: Well, partly both. The Clapps were not in that one. This was before the Clapps
came on the scene. The Nortons and the Laird-Norton Company consisted of my
grandfather, his brother, James L. Norton, and my grandfather was Matthew G.

-4Norton; and then their cousin, William H. Laird. That was Laird-Norton Company.
They operated as one unit, first as a partnership, later as a company, and that
company is still in existence. Then, there were other people who owned timber
and cut timber in Wisconsin and then floated it down the streams and rivers of
Wisconsin to the Mississippi and then down to the mill. Now, the highest mill on
the Mississippi was the Laird -Norton Mill and then later down the river there was
a mill in Clinton, Iowa, (I forget the names of the people) , and then at Muscatine,
Iowa, the Musser family, and at Rock Island, Illinois, was the WeyerhaeuserDenkman Mill. Mr. Weyerhaeuser's first partner was Mr. F. C. A. Denkman who
was Johnny Hauberg's grandfather. Then up in Wisconsin were the Ingrams at
Eau Claire. What happened was that some years you had floods; some years you
had droughts; some years all the logs went busting through; some years they
got hung up, and so all these mill operators got together and formed a company,
known as the Mississippi River Logging Company, and it, in effct, ran a pooling
of the logs. It was their job to see that the logs got down and to the various mills.
By pooling, I mean that in some instances you didn't get your own logs, you got
someone else's equivalent logs just because of what nature did that year. So the
result was that the Mississippi River Logging Company became a little group where
these people got acquainted and then later on, as Mr. Weyerhaeuser, who was the

•

natural leader of the group, got more ideas for investments he would usually invite
the others to come along with him. This happened in Minnesota; this happened in
Wisconsin, and it happened later on in Idaho and finally in 1900 this is how
the Weyerhaeuser Timber Company came into being. In each case, the various
people were given the opportunity to come in and become

-5shareholders.
T: In the history of the Pacific Northwest, when the railroad carne, the federal
government gave them every other section six miles from the line.
C: It was more than six .
T: Was it?
C: It was either ten or twenty, I forget which.
T: But it was spotted.
C:

Checkerboard.

T:

Checkerboard. Now, the leadership of the Weyerhaeuser Company worked

it out so that the checkerboard could be made solid.
C: Well, what happened first was that the first purchase was made from the Northern
Pacific Railroad and that was definitely a checkerboard purchase. When it comes to
operating, it is pretty difficult to operate a checkerboard. It is a lot easier to operate
solid pieces of land, so the first few years of the company were involved in acquiring
the missing sections, some of which were homesteaded, some of which were issued
on Northern Pacific script (and I'm not sure what that was exactly) but gradually,
in some cases they were alJle to block it up and in other cases they would exchange
it with other owners. Even today, that exchanging is still going on because it still
is a solid idea. Today most of the exchanging is done with the government, which often
happens to have the national forests as alternate sections.
T: In the history of the Pacific Northwest, there is a statement, and I wonder if it
is true, that this exchanging and acquiring amounted to 900, 000 acres, the largest
transaction.
C: That was the first purchase.
T:

Now I notice in the Weyerhaeuser Company report there is something like

1, 540,000 acres.

-6C: In the State of Washington? I suppose. The Company owns 5, 300,000 acres
now, I think, but that is Washington, Oregon, Oklahoma, Mississippi, North
Carolina, Arkansas, Alabama.
T: Riding along in Arkansas last summer, all of sudden, here was a logo from
Weyerhaeuser.
C: Made you feel at home!
T: Made me feel right at home. I told Lucille we were right at home with Weyerhaeuser.
C: Roughly half of that land is in either Washington or Oregon.
T:

That's been the largest single private transaction in history, hasn't it? The only

other bigger one was the Louisiana Purchase.
C: I don't know whether that is right or not. I have never heard that.
T: I have been giving a speech on "The Washington We Don't Know."
C: I really don't know.
T: This came out of part of the research.
C:

Comparing it to the Louisiana Purchase is really rather unfair. You're talking

about a private purchase of land.
T: Yes.
C:

But I think Southern Pacific and International Paper each own more land than

Weyerhaeuser .
T: What I'm really saying is that it was a marvelous organization and very astute,
thoughtful thinking. When did the Clapp family come into this? Out of the negotiations
of the Mississippi company?
C: No, no. The Clapp family came in when my father married my mother. Then

-7later on he became a director of the Weyerhaeuser Timber Company and then he became
a director of Boise- Cascade

Lumber Company and for several years served as

its president. He was also a director of the Potlatch yards and Potlatch forests
and Northwest Paper Company. So he was sort=uf a representative of our family
on these various boards in which our total family had stock ownership.
T: You were born in California. Where did you go to school--did you go to school
in California?
C: I went to Polytech Elementary School in Pasadena and then I went
T: Was that a private school?
C: Yes. I went through the first eight grades; then I went to Pasadena High School
for four years; that was public school. Then I went to Occidental College for three
years and then I went to the University of Chicago and took law for three years.
T:

Did you go into law school early? I mean you only went to high school three years.

C: Four years to high. school and three years in college, but there was an arrangement
at Occidental by which if you took

your fourth year at a graduate school you got

a bachelor's degree .
T:

What were your special interests in high school?

C: I don't remember.
T: Were you interested in debate, athletics?

•

C:

I worked on the stage crew in the theater. I enjoyed anything to do with electricity .

I belonged to the radio club. I belonged to the ROTC and my father had me study
Latin. I remember he said you couldn't be educated without studying Latin, and I
didn't care much for that. I don't remember anything awfully spectacular about my

-8high school education. I remember I rode my bicycle three miles each way to go to
school.
T: When you got to Occidental, what did you major in?
C: I majored in political science.
T: Was college easy for you?
C: I think it was relatively easy, yes.
T: Did you like mathematics?
C: No, I hated it. I had a little trouble with that. I enjoyed science and in high
school I took physics as I wanted to take physics at Occidental. I was told I couldn't
unless I took mathematics, so I said all right, I'm not going to take physics and I didn't.
T: Then you went to the University of Chicago School of Law.
C: Yes. Then I started learning what it meant to study.
T: Do you remember who the dean was?
C: Yes. His name was James Parker Hall.
T: Who was the president of the University of Chicago then, do you remember?
C:

Woodward.

T: That was before Hutchins.
C: Just before.
T: Dean Hall was quite an author, wasn't he? He wrote several books.
• C: Yes, he did.
T: I remember his books. Were you on the Board of Trustees at the University of
Chicago when Hutchins was President?
C: Oh, no, I went on years later.

-9T: Did you major in any special phase of law?
C: Well, we didn't have much choice. It was a pretty general program and I don't
remember that we had many options. I think I just took pretty much the standard
course.
T: They now have the standard course the first and second years and then they
have several options.
C: Well, I think there is more specializing now then there was then.
T: As you well know, you can go into state, tax, corporate, marine law, etc.
Then, after you graduated from the University of Chicago, where did you go then?
C: I got married that year and we went to Hawaii and I took both the Washington and
California bar exams and then I moved to Tacoma and was hired as a clerk in the law
firm of Hayden, Langhorn and Metzger. This was probably October of 1929.
T: It must have been quite an experience to work with Metzger.
C: It was, but you should have seen the other two.
T: I knew Langhorn but I didn't know Hayden, but I knew Langhorn and Metzger.
C: Well, they were all different.
T: Metzger had been a Rhodes Scholar.
C: Yes.
T: He used to call me after he had a little liquid libation and say, "Blankety-blank,
•

Franklin, let's get all the Rhodes Scholars together and you put on the program and
I'll furnish the entertainment and the refreshments," and we would discuss that at
some length. I had great regard and affection for Metzger .
C: A good man.
T: You bet. When you went to Hawaii did you then think about the Halakulani?

-10C: I stayed at the Halakulani, and at that time it wasn't very much of a place but
it was a very pleasant spot, and that's when I got acquainted with it.

T: It certainly is a beautiful spot even yet. I think I told you I had lunch with one
of the main architects in Honolulu and he said that he desperately hoped that it
could remain as it is. I asked him if there was anything he could do to help the
tax situation. (laughter) His son graduated with us and is very much interested
in it. Then you worked with those three men for a number of years?
C: I was in there for about two or three years. Archie Blair was the other clerk
and the law business got so bad that they let me and one of the secretaries go to
cut down their costs. I would guess that was maybe in 1931 or '32. Meantime,
however, I had gotten acquainted with the town, the lawyers and the courthouse
and I thought that I had a pretty good start.
T: Was this about the time when you used to go up to the YMCA to play volleyball?
C: Gee, I forgot about that. I guess it must have been. I do remember doing it
a little bit--either there or at the Congregational Church. I don't remember which
one it was.
T: Well, you played volleyball almost every noon at the YMCA. Do you ever remember meeting Harry Brown when he was president of the YMCA in those instances?
C: I don't remember, no.
T: In my interview with Harry Brown on tape, he said that he remembered when
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he was president of the YMCA he used to come and watch them play volleyball at
noon and that you were one of the best volleyball players.
C: I was tall and skinny, then .
T: He said at that time he broached the subject of your coming on the Board of
Trustees at the University of Puget Sound. Do you recall that at all?

-11C: No, I don't. One interesting thing was that before I knew Harry Brown I
knew Haley, his partner, and I remember that the Haleys had Mary and me
up for Sunday lunch once in awhile at their house.
T: That was Cliff Haley, Sr.?
C: Yes. As did also the J. P. Weyerhaeusers who were George's grandparents.
They lived out, as you know, on the bluff up towards the Smelter.
T: Yes, that was Haddon Hall.
C: Hadeway Hall.
T: That was a copy of Hadeway Hall in England.
C: Well, it looked very English.
T: I know I talked to Mr. Weyerhaeuser one time about it and he said it was a
modified copy.
Do you ever recall being associated with Dr. Todd in those early days?
C: Well, somewhere along the line he came drifting in the office to see me, but
I don't remember just how I got on the Board--whether it was he or Harry Brown.
I'm trying to think who was Chairman of the Board then.
T: E. L. Blaine.
C: Yes, E. L. Blaine. Anyway, somebody, probably Dr. Todd, got me on the
Board, and we used to meet in the morning, as I remember, in an office right across• the hall from the president's office.
T: Yes, that's right--that was called the Trustees Room. Harry Brown tells me that
he watched you play volleyball and he liked your interest and he suggested to Dr. Todd
your name and Dr. Todd worked on it.
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T: Do you recall ever meeting Mr . Everell S . Collins at those meetings?
C: Yes. He showed up once in awhile.
T: Can you tell me a little about him?
C: He was a . . . shall I use the word, dour?
T: It's a good word.
C: He didn't say a great deal but I think when he did say something people listened.
I think we appreciated the fact that he came all the way from Portland to a meeting. I
can't remember him doing anything very exciting or outstanding but I remember he was
one of the old guard when I got there.
T: He was the one when in 1913 the trustees had a special meeting to determine
whether they would keep the school going and he said, "You only need $6, 000. I '11
give $3, 000 if you will raise $3, 000," so he kept it going and there are three different
times in the history when that situation appears in the minutes. Is it fair to ask you
what you thought of the school when you first started going to the Board meetings?
C: It's fair to ask. I think, with my legal background, I was rather interested in
the way a board of trustees acted and how they met and the procedures and the discussions, etc . I would say that my interest was as much in that< , ·

:?

g

ap as

it was in the school. I knew that the school was a good school and all that, but I think
• really I was attracted more to the way the board functioned and the way President Todd
reported to us and how the trustees reacted. I got to thinking this morning that there
is nobody around now who was there when I was first there. But we had a group of
trustees who were, I would say, just about as interested as they are today--probably
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T: You probably remember Dr. Whitacre, Mr. Newbegin, Mumaw, and the group
like that.
C: Mumaw carne from the Harbor. I knew Horace Whitacre quite well. He was
a determined soul .
T: He was strong-willed, all right.
C: I remember Newbegin was mayor one time.
T: He was the man who when they were going to build Kittredge Hall got eighteen
different kinds of plywood so it could be a display of the use of plywood. Plywood
was just corning into being at that time and he got a lot of plywood donated by the
various companies.
C: It was really quite a group. There was a lawyer from Seattle who became a
judge over there later. He did a lot of talking. AI Hooker was there.
T: The lawyer was Cramer. Later Judge Cramer.

He was an alumnus.

C: Yes. I do remember that I helped push through the deal by which we decided
there wasn't too much risk having six alumni trustees. I remember I thought that
was a real step forward .
T: It has been very good through the years. Could you characterize Dr. Todd?
• C: It has been a long time since I thought about him. I would say that he was
certainly a minister turned college president, but I think he always looked more
like a minister than you do! (Laughter) I don't think he ever got away from his
ministerial characteristics. I think people liked him and I think they were glad that
he was running the school. I wasn't close enough to know how much he was doing
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pretty smoothly except when Cramer kept bringing up things--but they were more
interesting that earthshaking . Todd would make a good talk . I think he was well
but
liked in the communityL I think he overstayed his time.
T: When we dedicated Todd Hall, he said, "I am glad to have this building named
for me but I wish it were an academic building rather than a dormitory because
I'd a lot rather be known as an academician than as a money-raiser," and, of course,
we all feel that same way, but I think he knew, too, that it would probably be the only
building that would be built while he was alert, and for that reason it was named for
him, as you know.
C: I think it was nice that it was done.
T: Were you a part of the James Hill campaign to meet the challenge?
C: I don't seem to remember being involved in that.
T: How about the allocation of the Howarth funds to the University from the City?
Do you remember anything about that?
C:

No.

T: You will recall that Mr. Howarth left $150,000 to the City to be used where its
greatest use could be and there was a lot of politicking to get it for the University,
which finally happened.
•

C: I don't remember being involved in that. That could have been before my time.
T: I think it was.
C: Howarth Hall was built when I came on the Board.
T: It was built in two stages--first the ground level and then on top. Were both
phases completed?
C: I kind of think so .
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C: Yes. What was the name of the man who was secretary before me?
T: Dix Rowland.
C: Dix, I guess, was both secretary and treasurer. He was secretary and I guess
he thought it would be a good idea, since I had law training, to take that over.
Then I think Dix continued on as treasurer. Being secretary was a thing I liked to
do, because I got myself into writing minutes and keeping records.
T:

Would you tell me a little about Dix Rowland?

C: The first time I ever met Dix Rowland was when I came out to the State of Washington in 1929 and took the bar exam and he was one of the three lawyers who was in
charge of giving the bar exam. He did that for years and that was when I met him and I
think I had an interview with him. After all, I was a guy from out of state. He was
always nice to me, from the very beginning, and I have always enjoyed him. He had a
very gentle way about him; he had a firmness to him, too, but he was very much of a
gentleman, and I think he generally fit the role of secretary well and he was a good
trustee and a good treasurer . I know that for years and years, in the Finance Committee,
it seems to me that he and I were there at practically every meeting when the others
might or might not. I can't for the moment remember who else was on it. We used
to meet in my office in the Washington Building, as I remember.
T: Was Will Kilworth on it at that time?

•
C: Either then or later. I am not certain. I'm now talking about pre-war days.
I remember that we had a terrible lot of mortgages and not much else. We gradually
got more and more worried about mortgages. This was in the depression when they
were foreclosing them right and left; and as we had a chance we moved into more
conventional securities.

-16T: Didn't Dix Rowland and Charles Robbins go out and evaluate houses and put
C: Yes, yes. Charlie Robbins, that's right. He was the bursar and Charlie
would look at everything and I think Dix would look at a good many things and not only
would he check the new mortgages but he would sort of come back with a long
tale and tell how bad the old ones were .
T: I remember when I came there were about 15 houses mortgaged and we worked
out of them as fast as we could to get into something else.
C: We had apartment houses--! remember we had an apartment house down in
Olympia.
T: That was owned by Mr. Dawley.
We held
C: Ja lot of things we wished we didn't have.
T: We finally got all of our assets out of that, and I tried to talk Mr. Dawley into
remembering us in his will. He died about six months ago, but he didn't do it.
As a finance committee, you carried that apartment house for years without getting
any interest on it . Finally, the state bailed him out .
C: We became experts in the way of losing mortgages, as we had so many of them.
T: Do you recall Charles Robbins and can you tell me a little about him?
C: He was a big fellow and very friendly man; he was almost kind of like a big
bear . He was pretty precise and insistent in things that he felt was the way to do
things. I think in his latter years he became pretty stubborn, as I remember .

•
T: He was strong-willed .
C: Strong-willed, that puts it nicely. But I think when his successor came along
. I'm not sure how old Charlie was when he retired, but he was a well-liked
person. I can remember the students regarded him as a bit of an ogre.
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and Dr. Robbins kept it and that was the reason we were on good financial ground.
C: I think there was a lot to that. He really worked for the University and he
was pretty tough. He was what we needed at the time.
T: He taught Spanish and his wife taught Spanish and he sort of worked into this
business of business manager. I found him to be most helpful, congenial and consistent,

and really an outstanding person in the administration of the University.

C: I think he was. Along toward the end he got a little more difficult, as we do
when we get older, don't we--yes? (Laughter)
T: Now we haven't talked too much about E. L. Blaine. Do you remember him and
his administration?
C: Yes. I remember him quite well. He again was very much of a gentleman, a
quiet man. He presided at the board meetings and did it well; gave people a chance
to talk and yet he kept things on the track pretty well. I think one of the last and
most interesting memories that I have of Mr. Blaine was when I think we got the
Harris Trust. It was at the Seattle-First National Bank, and at that time the trust
department was on Second Avenue, on the east side of Second Avenue just south of
Columbia Street. The northerly building, not the Dexter-Horton Building. Mr.
Blaine, as Chairman, and I, as Secretary, had to go in and sign something at the
bank, whatever it was. As we walked into the door, he stopped a minute and he
said, "Father and Mother used to live right here." His father was the first, I guess,
minister to come to Seattle!
T: It was interesting that when he took me by there one day he said, "This is where
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fact, but he was reputed to have been the first white boy born in Seattle and when
Chief Seattle and the Indians caused some problems his mother took him out in a boat
so that they would be safe .
C: I never heard that.
T: I don't know whether it is folklore or fact but anyhow it shows how new this
Seattle area really is.
C: Right.
T: I didn't know him until 1942 and he must have been in his eighties then. I
remember him as completely dedicated to the University and the kind of person.
he would come over every once in awhile and I would see him walking around the
campus and he would appoint committees that probably didn't need to be appointed
but at the same time he was very much interested. He used to say to me,

11

Come

on over and I'll help you raise money. 11 We would go to his friends and we would
get some--not too much.

But they were always a little suspicious, because evidently

he tried to sell South American bonds or something. Do you recall him wanting the
University to invest some of its endowment in South American bonds?
C: No, I don't remember that.
T: Well, I know that when we walked in and we would talk about the College of

•

Puget Sound they would breathe a sigh of relief because they thought he was going
to try to sell them South American bonds.
C: Was he in the security business?
T: Well, evidently, as a kind of a hobby or something.
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I knew him.
T: The same thing was true of Mumaw. You remember Mumaw?
C: Yes.
T: He would call me and say, "Come on down and we'll go see Bishop and some of
the others." So I'd go down and as we walked in I could just sort of sense that
people were -- not antagonistic but on their guard. So finally I said to one of the
men, "Tell me, does Mr. Mumaw call on you for other things?" He said, "Well, yes,
he tries to sell us South American bonds." (Laughter) But Mr. Blaine felt that the
bonds were good and they were supposed to pay 12% and he was thinking they would
pay very good interest.
C: Sure, as long as they pay it.
T: I don't think they paid it but this was a very interesting little sidelight.
l am to talk to his son, E . L. Blaine, Jr . , about his father and I plan to talk to
Mr. Rowlands' two daughters about their father.
C: Good. I haven't see Ed Blaine for a long time. He has retired from Washington
Mutual, hasn't he?
T: That's right. Mr. E. L. Blaine, Sr. , said, "Doctor, I want to give you a mimosa
tree for the University." I said, "Fine, that would be fine." He said, "Send your.
truck driver over and I'll have it for you." So the truck driver called me and said,

•
"Say, I have a real problem. He wants me to dig this mimosa up right in front of
a beautiful house and I don't think I ought to do it." It was in Broadmoore I think.
I told him, "Don't do that," and the driver came back. I called Mr. Blaine, Jr. , and
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attack. We'll buy you a mimosa tree." So we got a mimosa tree which we put in back
of the president's house.
C: Was E. L. going to give his son's tree to the University?
T: Yes. (Laughter) Right out of the front lawn!
Do you recall the end of the Todd regime and when they talked about getting a new
president?
C: I think this was when I was in the Navy.
T: That would be 1941-42.
C: Yes. I was really away about then. I sort of had a leave of absence from the
school and I remember I wasn't even on the selection committee.
T: When did you go into the Navy?
C: I went in the Navy September, 1942.
T: I remember calling on you in the Exchange Building.
C: That was after I was in the Navy.
T: Yes. You were on the top floor and Truman Collins was about four floors below.
C: I was on the ninth floor, I believe.
T: I remember you had a commanding officer who had a voice box.
C: Right. Captain Ingraham.
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T: He seemed like a very interesting person .
C: I sort of think--of course, I was sick and that's when I had my gall bladder out,
so I didn't have a very good summer in 1942 so I was pretty much out of touch at the
University. When did you come there?

-21T: August, 1942.
C: Well, I was just about out of the running by the time you came on the campus.
T: When did you come out of the Navy?
C: I came out in December 1945 .
T: Then you came back to Tacoma?
C: No. We stayed there in Seattle and later in Medina.
T: When did you come back to Tacoma?
C: When I became president of Weyerhaeuser in January of 1960. I had an apartment over there and later we built a house.
T: Do you remember anything unusual about the University in those years?
C: The unusual thing was you. We had a new president who was gung-ho to build
the school for the future.
T: It was a great experience working with you, because I enjoyed it very much. I
never felt that I wanted to usurp on your time and yet at the same time, it was wonderful
to sit down and talk with you from time to time. You became Chairman of the Board in
1967.
C: I couldn't remember. Ten years now. That's good. I'll mark that down and run
out my ten years and get someone else. I have decided one thing. I'm not going to be
senile--I'm going to get out before I become senile.
•

T: I think that is commendable for all of us.
Do you recall any special things as Chairman of the Board? Remember the LongRange Planning Commission we set up?
C: Oh, boy, I'll say.
T: Do you remember the philosophy back of it?
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were doing and try to determine what kind of a school we wanted and how to get there.
T: Do you recall that in 1943 I asked the trustees to set up a long-range planning
commission because we had some real problems. The facilities, the library, the
athletic facilities, the basic philosophy of the school, how large we wanted to
become, trying to anticipate what would happen after the war?
C: No, the one I remember is the more recent one. I don't remember that 1942 one.
Was I on it?
T: I think you were.
C: I don't seem to remember it.
T: I checked the minutes not too long ago in writing this history and about-the second
or third year I asked for a long-range planning commission to face the problems we
would face right after the war.
C: I remember we had some real problems with enrollment during the war and then
the tremendous rush of G .I.'s that carne in afterwards. I remember you were scrambling
like everything to cover all the bases and to get the plant built to handle them.
T: It was a real problem be•!ause, as you said, we were down to about 400 students,
with 43 men and the rest were women. Then we got the Army Specialized Training
Unit and I had to fly to Washington to get that, and we got it through our congressional
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delegation. It was only there about a year, but you will recall that we had to make
all kinds of adjustments for fire protection, fire lines, water lines and all that sort
of thing and we finally got the government to pick up the tab on it. Then after the
war was over we had a 500 student influx between first and second semester.
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the kids to school and all of a sudden we just had lots of kids.
T: We had some real problems because of the fact that -- how do you staff a faculty,
for instance. We had them meeting from six in the morning until midnight and on
Saturdays, and everything else. I appreciated so much the flexibility of the trustees
in helping us meet those things.
C: I can remember after the war we had General Jonathan Wainwright come and we
gave him an honorary degree or something. He made a tremendous impression on me.
We used to have some pretty good convocations in those days. I don't know what
has happened to convocations but they were fine.

School was smaller and it was

easier. We used to spend more time in the auditorium there in the main building
than we ever have since .
T: We had Patrons and Founders Day, you remember, and we had other convocations. One of the chapters that I hope to do in this history is to tell about the
unusual people that we had --we had Carl Sandburg, we had Eisenhower, Nixon twice,
we had Wainwright, we had the editor of the Methodist papers, lots of bishops here,
and it is going to be very interested because we must have had fifty different ones
and we exposed the students to them and it was part of their education. Another
chapter I want to do is on the minorities. We have always had minorities and our
•

charter, thank God, said in 1888 that no one shall be denied admission because of
race, creed, color or sex. I was called long distance on that last week--on what did
our charter say on this and I was happy to quote it.
C: Who called you on that?
T: Well, it was some black leader out of Olympia. I said I was very happy to say
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that our charter in 1888 said this and there wasn't much more that could be said.
Do you remember setting up the University Council?
C: You mean the one with Vander Ende as Chairman? Oh sure. I think what happened
was that we had bombings in Seattle; we had great student unrest, and then the
faculty started swarming around. I recall that, very gingerly, the Board decided
that we'd better meet with the faculty and I can remember that our first meeting was
down at the Puget Sound National Bank where we felt that the trustees would be more
comfortable and with the faculty away from their home ground. We sort of sat across
the table and stared at each other, but I really think that was the beginning of a new
era of confidence and trust and communication that I don't regret.
T: I thought it was a very fine way of handling the situation. Every one ofthe 2600
campuses had problems and there was kind of a psychology of "if we're not involved
in it there is something wrong with us" and this gave us a chance to hear the students
and the faculty, etc. Before we get into that, do you recall taking me to lunch in
1942 and saying that it wasn't fair that there was a debt on Kittredge Hall and we
ought to do something about it?
C: No, I don't remember that.
T: Well, on the 16th of November you took me to lunch and said that it wasn't fair-that Kittredge Hall should have been paid for before the new administration came
into being and you looked at me kind of quizzically and said, "I'll tell you what
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I'll do. I'll match every dollar you can raise between now and December 31 in order
to do away with the indebtedness." The minutes of the Board of Trustees are not
clear. It said that the building would cost $25, 000 and then they took it up to $54, 000
and then it says there was a debt of $40, 000. My understanding was that there was
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the last day of the year and told you that I had raised $31,634.25. Do you remember
that?
C: You mean you bought the lunch that time?
T: I bought the lunch that time. Do you remember you looked at me and got a twinkle
in your eye and said, "Franklin, remind me never to do this again as long as I live."
(Laughter). But you wrote out a check and God bless you, it did away with the
indebtedness on Kittredge and began the fund to landscape the campus.
C: I had forgotten it was Kittredge but I guess you are right.
T: That was a wonderful relationship. I think I mentioned to you some time ago
that it taught me how to raise money.
C: It was the proof of the pudding on the utility of matching gifts.
T: It really was, and it taught me that !could do it. I shall never forget that when
I was being considered for the presidency, Mr. Blaine said to me, "Would you be
afraid to ask Mr. Weyerhaeuser for money?" I was sort of taken back, and I said,
"Well, he's a human being just like anybody else. If he can give it, he'll say yes
and if he can't give anything, he will say no. He can be kind or not. Surely, I
wouldn't be afraid."
C: Sounds like you did it more from optimism than conviction at the moment.
T: It was a strange question .
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C: It was a good question, though.
T: Yes, it was. You don't remember the selection but they had about ten different
candidates and they screened them down to two--Mr. Niles of Iowa and he had used
a money organization and raised $100,000 and I had only raised about $20,000 for
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to teach. So I appreciated the question but I was a little bit non-plussed with it.
You were most kind and took away the indebteness on Kittredge and at the
same time taught me how to raise money.
Let's talk about the president's residence. Do you remember the Board of
Trustees meeting about the president's residence?
C: Not in detail. I remember there was an awful lot of discussionon whether we
ought to use our money for that or not and I think we concluded that there were some
real tangible benefits to having the president on the campus. I remember that part
of it and I remember that it took a long time to really figure out how to finance it.
T: That's true. Now again, when Lucile and I came to the College of Puget Sound
the trustees had said that one of these days they would build us a house and this was
a part of the original agreement. When we came there was only one house to rent
and that was on North 30th Street. When the war was over, I said to Lucille one
day, "If Bob Ketner, who owns this house, is smart, he will sell it while the market
is up." It wasn't three weeks until he called me and said he wanted to talk to me and
told me he was going to sell it. We found one, then, down on North J Street. But I
remember that Carl Mahoney, who was district superintendent of the Methodist Church,
--

got up at a meeting and said,''We promised this young fellow we would get him a house
as president and we ought to do something about it." Then Harry Brown got up and
said, "I'd like to start the fund and I'll give $2500," and then he said he would pass
around a paper and people could subscribe whatever they could. This was sort
of an anonymous thing that went around and then you remember that Norton Clapp
took the paper and said, "There is $32,000 here. I'll match it dollar for dollar. 11

-27Do you remember that?
C:

No.

T: Well you made the president's residence possible. Then I was commissioned
to raise some more money for it and it finally cost $90,000. But the first year, Lucille
designed it along with the architect, and we had 10, 000 in it and each year for many
years we had many people there.
C: I think that house has worked out pretty well over the years.
T: It has worked out beautifully.
C: It is well designed. and comfortable.
T: Lucille talked to Mrs. Baxter, who was the wife of the president of Willamette,
and she told her to work it out so people could come in the front door , go left down
a receiving line, have the living room big enough so it could be a holding operation,
then have expediters positioned so that after guests were served in the dining room
others could move in there; the french would doors allow guests to go out on the patio
on a good day and in poor weather, guests could go into the family room. If it were a
large crowd, they could go down in the recreation room. They would never have
to cross over, and the arrangement handled the large g:coups beautifully.
C . A revolving situation .
T: We also had rooms upstairs for the family, so we could have individual family·
•

life as well as the public life, so it has worked out. I had always lived in a house
with a terrace, which was always a problem, so I said this house would have an 18
inch incline from the sidewalk to the steps and it was done that way. We landscaped
it, and Sherman Ingels was the landscape architect, and we had an orchard from
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fruit trees. But you made it possible by matching, and we have been forever in
your debt. This is what I meant when I said that in the history of the University
of Puget Sound there is no doublt that you will be the most outstanding person in
the development of the University and I really mean it. I have never totaled up
how much you have given to the University but it is a very sizable amount, probably
more than any other four or five put together, and it has been most meaningful and
helpful. Do you remember any other basic things like the president's residence?
C: Oh, I can remember that I was watching and guiding to a considerable extent
this second long-range planning commission when I was chairman of it. I also
kept an eye on the University Council and tried to keep the faculty and the trustees,
the students and the Council all in their places, and I would rear up sometimes when
anybody was stepping across the line. And happily, when I finally told either the
students or the faculty that this was as far as they could go, they never went beyond
it, and this was pretty fortunate . But I have believed, and I still believe , all along

that the trustees are the continuing part of the University. A faculty member--some
have loyalty, a lot of them don't have loyalty. Their loyalty is to their profession;
they loyalty is to their particular field, and if they see a chance to do better in
their field at another school they will pick up and go. That isn't to say that we

•

don't have a lot of loyal faculty members at U .P .S. I would say at that school we
have less turnover and that they are good, but I think the only permanent people
you have around are the trustees and the alumni. So I have made the point
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that the buck stops at the Board of Trustees and the Board will listen to you but
if there is a decision to be made and there is a conflict, the Board has to do it,
and under the law we are the governing body of the University; nobody else is.
T: All the final decisions rest with the Board of Trustees.
C: You ask me what I have been doing. I think I have been doing that more than
anything else over the last few years. Quietly, in the background, but seeing to
it that we are not surrendering something for which we are responsible.
T: That is one of your basic principles of education. What would you say your
philosophy of education is?
C: I don't know that I can snwer that because I'm not sure exactly what you mean.
But I'll take a run at it. The Long-Range Planning Commission came up with what
I thought was a good goal for the University and that is that we should give a true
liberal arts education and one of the virtues of a true liberal arts education was
that it prepares people to go on to more specialized work later on, and that in addition,
we would run specialty schools in disciplines where we had special competence and
where there were special need in the area for them . This is one phase of my philosophy
o~

education. I think the school is about in the right areas. I think where we are

weak is when we forget that times change, and it is awful hard to lop off something.
T: You are talking about specialized schools like Occupational Therapy?
C: Right, and the School of Business, School of Music ... I think the important thing
is what the student comes out with, and I think, if I have learned anything in my
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forty years of business and law is that much of the technical things thatjwere taught
)

when I was in school are for the most part completely out of date. The fundamentals
of history, philosophy, mathematics and some of the liberal arts stay with you. So
I think it is terribly important to give young people a broad education on which they
can continue to build during their lives and it should carry with it a willingness and
a desire and ability to accept change, and I think the one thing that is true in this
world is change. As you and I sit here, you look back thirty, forty, fifty years, if
anybody had described to you and me the world that we are in today we wouldn't have
believed it.
T: You are abolutely right. Think of all the things that have happened.
C: I remember saying up to the time that they went to the moon that one of the great
improbables of the world was the statement, "That's just like flying to the moon!"
And all of a sudden, these two guys go up to the moon.

Who is to say that we won't

have just as much change in the next fifty years?
T: Let's go from your philosophy of education to maybe a little sensitive area but
I would like to discuss it. Your philosophy of philanthropy--! have a sneaking
suspicion that you are more sought after to support various and sundry causes than
probably any other person in the Pacific Northwest, and I know what you
have done for the Boy Scouts, for instance. Tell me a little bit about the work of
the boy scouts. You were a scout yourself, weren't you?
C: Oh, yes, I went all the way through. I started in as a boy scout; then I was
an assistant patrol leader and I was a scribe and an assistant senior patrol leader
and a senior patrol leader; assistant scout master and a scout master and then
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I was involved with sea scouting over there under Bart Rummel and then I went on
the regional executive committee; and then I got put on the national executive board
and a good many of the national committees and finally ended up being the President,
after being Vice President for about twenty years.
T: Do you remember the year you were President?
C: I think it was 1971 . It was a two-year term that started in the middle of the year.
I would say mid -1971 to '7 3. I think that is right.
T: Didn'tyou give the national scout organization a very large land holding in
Arizona or Nevada?
C: I was chairman of the Phillips Property Committee and that Committee was in
charge of the Philmont Scout Ranch, which is the biggest camp of the Boy Scouts,
and I spent a lot of time down there . This is in northeastern New Mexico, near
Cimarron which you can hardly find on the map. It's near Raton, and there was a
tract that came on the market, and I just felt that the time of buying cheap land in
that country was about gone. As I remember, this came on the market at $20 an acre
and I said to myself, $20 an acre isn't very much for land. But it seemed high by
historical standards in the area. I finally said to the Boy Scouts, if you fellows
will put up part of it, I'll put up part of it. I didn't want to give them something
unless they really wanted it. So they had to make up their minds to allocate some
of their own funds. Then, between us, we bought it. A year or two later I paid
them back what they paid. Maybe that is the way I do charity, but in this case,
I wanted a conviction on their part that it was something they wanted rather than

-32just me saying it is a good thing for you to have. It worked out fine and they
got the top of Baldy Mountain, which is 11, 000 feet high.
T: Is it 10,000 acres?
C: I think it was roughly 10,000, but that was added on to the 126,000 they already
had, so it went from 126,000 to 136,000. That seems like a lot of land but I remember
when I was down in Colfax County and I said, "Gee, this is a big ranch." And a
fellow said, "Yeh, it's the fourth largest in the County!" (Laughter) So I got a
little idea of open spaces.
T: You have used this system of matching grants in many cases; I mean like you
did to form Kittredge Hall. Is that a part of your basic philosophy of philanthropy?
C: Yes, sometimes I do; sometimes I don't. There are times when I feel that it will
help the institution to get other funds I'll do it. Sometimes you blast money out and
the result is that your dollars have a multiplier effect.
T: It's a wonderful way to stimulate people to help.
C: It is amazing how people will do it if they think they are getting something free
or are making a gift at half price.
T: Or twice as much. Have you a category of things in which you are interested?
C: I suppose I did. I never really have written it down. I think largely I am
interested in the things I am mentally and emotionally interested in, as well as just
given to.
T: Once or twice in the many, many wonderful years I have known you, I have
heard you say, "I have absolutely no interest in that project, "--not so far as the
University is concerned but about other things.
C: Yes, I find I am not interested in everything.

-33T: I remember once we talked about the possibility of the music building. Do you
remember that? Another project was brought up and you said you had no interest
in that project. Of course, you have influenced me tremendously through the
years and I was very much interested in the fact that you had a discerning knowledge
of what you were interested in and what you weren't interested in.
C: I just have very little interest in music, so I suppose that was why I wouldn't be
interested in the music building.
T: You were almost once interested in it. Is there anything else we ought to discuss?
We haven't discussed, for instance, the coming of the new administration but probably
we shouldn't do that at the moment. Why don't we quit now and then I'll have this
transcribed and send it to you and you can edit it .
C: That's fine .

•
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T:

When did you say your father probably came to the College of Puget

Sound?
Mrs. Cooper: In the fall of 1922. And my •. we were discouraged when we
saw those buildings because we had come from Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, and
the buildings were nice. That was from Iowa Wesleyan. Immediately, we
were told about the new campus that was soon to be occupied. I went to
summer school at the old buildings.
T:

Your father was in education, wasn't he?

Mrs. Cooper:
T:

Yes.

Were you natives of Iowa?

Mrs. Cooper:

Dad was born on a farm near London, Ontario, Canada. His

mother died and he didn't get along with his stepmother so he left home at 15
There were several brothers and sisters.
and was on his own from then on. l .Mother was a native of Illinois and I was
born in South Dakota. From Dakota Wesleyan, he went to Simpson College; then
to Iowa Wesleyan. We were at each of those places about four years.
T:

Dr. Todd brought your father here?

Mrs. Cooper:

Yes .

•
T:

What education did your father have?

Mrs. Cooper: He had his Ph.D. from Jena University in Germany. It was a
very famous place for a Ph.D. work and he was always proud of having gotten
it there.

-2T:

Were you in the family when he was at Jena University?

Mrs. Cooper:
T:

No, this was long before either my brother or I were born.

How many children were in your family?

Mrs. Cooper: My father was married before and had a daughter and his wife
died. Then when he married my mother, they had my brother and myself.
T:

You went to school on the old campus?

Mrs. Cooper: You see, I was still in high school--well, actually, I had
graduated from high school and went to summer school on the old campus
before I went to the University of Washington. The reason that I went to the
University of Washington and there were several reasons--you know how it
is with the children in school--and I wanted to major in Latin and they didn't
have that at UPS, which kind of worked everything out right because the
folks had had a little trouble before with students expecting extra, or actually
the other way around.

I went to summer school right after they moved to the

new campus, too. I think it was between my freshman and sophomore years
in college. I took a course in child psychology from my father and maybe
you think I didn't work hard!

(Laughter). But he was considered a very

hard grader and people figured if they got a good grade from him they really
had done their work.
T:

I've heard nothing but the greatest of admiration from the alumni all

through the years with regard to him.
Mrs. Cooper:

Well, I think lots of times they felt that he was too hard on

them, but afterwards, when they are alumni, then they realize and appre-

-3ciate it.
T:

Dr. Powell has spoken of him so very, very highly, and I think Dr. Powell

followed him, didn't he?
Mrs. Cooper:

I think so, but I was away from the area at that time and didn't

know exactly what was going on then.
T:

Do you remember Dr. Todd?

Mrs. Cooper:
T:

Oh, yes, quite well.

Tell me about him?

Mrs. Cooper:

Well, I just remember how he looked but I don't remember

very much about him.
T:

Do you remember when they moved the school from the old campus to the

new?
IVIrs. Cooper:
T:

I just remember that they did.

It is very interesting because students hitched up a wagon with a rope

and carried the books from the library.
Mrs. Cooper:
T:

No, I didn't know about all that.

They carried the Color Post in great triumph and the two holly trees

that are in front of the campus now were taken from the old campus. So it
was quite a celebration.
When did you join Pi Phi--at the University of Washington?
i

Mrs. Cooper: Yes. I have just been reminded and it was in February,
_,..,---

S' o"'\.,~yv

1925, when I was initiated, so I am what they call a "Golden Arrow"-'now.
T:

vJv,

,{r-Y"
'~

You helped bring Pi Phi on the campus at the University of Puget Sound.

-4Mrs. Cooper: Yes. I was the President of the Alumni Association at the
time and then I was sent back to present the petition to the convention. Then
they required me to handle the installation, which was considerable. I think
we said at the last Founder's Day banquet that there were 130, or something
like that, that we initiated in those three days; but members of the Grand
Council came out, and it was quite an affair, too.
T:

As I recall, you gave everybody an opportunity to join as a member of

the local.
Mrs. Cooper:
T:

Which local was that?

Mrs. Cooper:
T:

Yes.

Kappa Sigma Theta.

That was a great service. You worked with Cleon Soule on that, didn 't

you?
1'.1rs. Cooper: Well, yes, he was practically a Pi Phi!
T:

(Laughter)

His mother was one of the founders, you know.

Mrs . Cooper: Yes, that's why and he was very active.
T:

That wasn't at Miami, was it? Where was Pi Phi?

Mrs. Cooper:
T:

•

Illinois--Monmouth. I haven't thought about that for awhile.

I remember that Cleon was so very eager for both Pi Phi and Beta to come .

He was a very strong Beta. I took him to lunch about two weeks before he
died, and he had been so very thrilled because six of the Betas had met
him at the airport and they had a special meeting at the fraternity and made
him the official "Pater" and he was practically overcome by it. He was a

- 5great fraternity and sorority person.
Mrs. Cooper: Maybe I am wasting your time but at the reception we had
after the installation and everything (I think it was out at Betty Hilton's
place) , some people had borrowed pins to be initiated with and had to leave
so one of them gave me her borrowed pin to return to the owner. I didn't
have any pockets in my evening dress so I handed it to my husband and he
kept it in his pocket. He's quite a kidder, as maybe you know, so he goes
up to Cleon Soule and says, "They've made me a Pi Phi!" (Laughter) His
face fell and it was obvious that he felt if anybody should be a Pi Phi, he
should be!

(Laughter) He really didn't think it was too good a joke, but

we thought it was pretty good.
T:

What courses did your father teach? Do you remember?

Mrs. Cooper: All the education courses:

Child psychology was the course

I took from him. I don't think he taught any philosophy here. But it was
all education, as I recall.
T:

Was his Ph.D. in education or philosophy?

Mrs. Cooper:
T:

Philosophy.

How many years did he teach?

Mrs. Cooper:

No, I couldn't say. He was a Methodist minister long before

my time in Witchita, Kansas, and other places that I can't remember. He
did get some of his education at Northwestern and was much interested in
that. He was a Phi Beta Kappa and Phi Kappa Psi.
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T:

I remember your mother. She was a precious little lady.

Mrs . Cooper:
T:

She was such an active woman. Lots of pep.

She was really wonderful. I remember her very well . She must've died

in the latter part of the forties.
Mrs. Cooper:
T:

1948. It was just right after the Pi Phi installation.

I was talking to Lucille last night about the fact that you were coming in

and we got to reminscing about how very precious she was -- lots of spirit, lots
of life.
lVIrs. Cooper:

I couldn't keep up with her by a long ways . She was so

much interested in people and friendly and willing to do her part.
T:

Do you recall if your father was involved in the administration of the

University, any committees, or anything?
Mrs. Cooper : I don't remember any of that.
T:

Would you recall, for instance, anything about the famous Hill Challenge

for endowment?
Mrs.
T:

Cooper:~

No.

Was your father studious? Did he study a lot, grade papers at home and

all that sort of thing?
Mrs. Cooper:

Oh, yes. Every evening he went over all his lession plans for the

next day, no matter how many years he had been teaching a course. The most
important word in teaching to him was "significance". A statement was incomplete until the significance of it was given.
One thing that my brother and I discovered was that it was a mistake
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to ask him a question if we didn't have the whole evening. If you asked
him one question (I majored in Latin and he was interested in it so we would
talk about that) , and one question and your whole evening was shot! But, of
course, it was worthwhile. He was the kind of student, he explained to me,
that in the old days when they were studying if they came across any subject
that was in what they were reading they had to go back and think all that out,
too; so if they were studying one particular subject and it was related to other
subjects, they studied the whole thing-- all the relationships and everything.
We don't do that now, I don't think--at least, they didn't when I was in school.
But he did and that was the way they studied when he was in school, or least,
he studied that way.
T:

That was the way the German research did. You went here and then on

this tangent and then on this tangent and you got a very broad education in
the process, but it was rather time consuming and very difficult.
Mrs. Cooper:
in them all:

l'vTy Father was interested in many different subjects and adept
languages, mathematics, history. My brother, sister and I were

all school teachers for a time. My brother was a graduate of U .P. S. He majored
in history and political science; my sister in mathematics and German at Dakota
Wesleyan, and I in Latin and French. So you can see my Father's influence in
each of us.
He preached for the anti -saloon league many years in South Dakota. He
used to take me with him when I was young enough to travel by train free.

- 8We got into some very primitive situations in the places we were invited

to spend the night--dirt floor, half burned down hotels, etc.
T:

Where did you live in Tacoma?

Mrs. Cooper:

We lived first on Sixth Avenue, not far from the college.

Off Sixth Avenue and Trafton. From there, we moved to 1927 North Fife
and we lived there until Dad completely retired. Then he went to Medical
Lake, you know, and was the psychological examiner over at Medical Lake
for several years. I can't remember how long, but it was kind of an easy
job for him and yet he was interested and really loved those children over
there. It was right "up his alley" as it was what he liked to do. You know,
he had such a sense of humor and when he was over in IVIedical Lake he had
a birthday and he wouldn't tell anybody how old he was. What he said was,
"Next year the sum of the digits will be half of what they are now." Do you

-9know how old he was?
T:

No.

Mrs. Cooper:

He was 79, going to 80.

(Laughter) That was his type of

joke. Something subtle you'd have to figure out.
T:

Do you know what year he retired from CPS?

Mrs. Cooper:
T:

Let's see. He died in 1943.

It would be in 1935 or 1936, wouldn't it?

Mrs. Cooper: I think so.
T:

Do you remember any financial crises the college had in those days?

Mrs. Cooper: You see, I didn't know very much about the college, really.
I really wasn't at home a great deal at that time, so I'm not much help.
T:

What year were you married?

Mrs. Cooper: 1929.
T:

Right in the Depression.

Mrs. Cooper: We got married on our "paper profits", I want you to know!
(Laughter) And they didn't last very long.
T: All of us went through it, and when we did those dollars were as big
as harvest moons. Your husband was with the bank for many years, wasn't
he?
Mrs. Cooper: Yes, the Bank of California in Seattle and then here. In between those two, he managed an apple packing warehouse in Oroville. He
wanted to get into something different; then they wanted him back here and
we came back to Tacoma, where his origins were, and in 1957 he left the
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Bank and went into the mortgage business and he had his own mortgage
business eventually. He had help getting it started but he had his own
mortgage company. He worked hard but he liked that kind of work.
T:

He's been retired for some years, hasn't he?

Mrs. Cooper:

Yes, for five or six years. He was semi -retired for awhile

so you can't really put your finger and say he retired at this particular time.
T:

Do you remember when any of the buildings were built on the campus?

Mrs. Cooper: Yes, I remember there was just Jones Hall to begin with and
everything was in that building. Then the next building was the science
building, wasn't it?
T:

Howarth Hall, yes.

Mrs. Cooper: And I remember I was in that building a time or two. When
I went to summer school, there was just the one building, and I had a course
from Dr. Regester, as I remember. Then the next building was built and at
some time or other I was in it, but I don't remember why.
T:

Do you remember other professors besides your father and Dr. Regester?

IVIr s. Cooper:

Yes, I remember Dr . Topping. I took a class in summer school

from him, "A Harmony of the Synoptic Gospels". I l~arned much that has stayed
with me and helped my thin[Jdng. This was on the old campus . I also remember
the one in the State legislature - Senator Davis.
T:

What sort of a professor was he?
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Mr s. Cooper:

Oh, sort of easy going and friendly, but you really felt as

though you were learning from him but there was no pressure.
T:

Did you go to the legislature with him?

Mrs. Cooper:
T:

No, you see I was only there in the summer time.

He was very much beloved by everyone .

Mrs. Cooper: Oh, I know he was.
T:

Some of the alumni tell me that they were in his political science and

history classes and he always took them by boat to Olympia and then when
he was in the legislature, the speaker of the house used to put him in the chair
while his students were in the gallery and of course he always recognized
the students and they stood and applauded him. It must've been quite a
thrill. Dr. Ralph Brown, whom you may know, lives in Olympia and he
told me that the Senator took them down and as they went over the hill he
could see the capitol and he said, "This is where I'm going to live." And
he has been one of the outstanding doctors in Olympia all these years
and four of his childreJi went to the University of Puget Sound and now
his grandchildren are coming .
Mrs. Cooper: Yes, his wife was at the luncheon or brunch that we had
last week.
T:

They are a wonderful family, and he told me that it was Senator Davis

who made him feel the love of Olympia.
Then your father came in 1922 and he probably taught for us until
about 1936.
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Mrs. Cooper:
T:

Yes.

I have heard so many alumni, particularly in the field of educaiton, say

how much they learned from him.
Mrs. Cooper: At this 80th birthday I spoke about, some of his former
students passed the word around and they sent him letters--hundreds of
them--! get choked up thinking about it.
T:

Of course, it is a very touching and a very beautiful thing. I know

Dr . Powell has said to me on many occasions that Dr. Weir was one of the
finest professors we ever had.
Mrs. Coooper: I'm sure he was.
T:

He was much beloved by students and he was a good professor; not an

easy grader but people learned a great deal.
Mrs . Cooper: Another thing that just came to me that I forgot was that he
was at the City College of New York for awhile, before he went out to Dakota
Wesleyan. There were some faculty fights there and he resigned, along with
everybody else and he didn't go back there again. There was something he
had to give in the matter of feeling what was right, and he wouldn't give up
He was very strong in his moral beliefs and on what he thought was right and
he wouldn't say anything that he thought was untrue or accept anything that
he thought wasn't right. He was not a diplomat and was sometimes tactless
though never unkind. His strongest swear word was "confound" and he saved
it to use when he was really angry, a very rare occasion. To ease his anger,

his best relief was to chop wood --vigorously.

-13T:

He, of course, was ideally trained for the College of Puget Sound because

of the fact that he had come up through the Methodist tradition and you said one
time he was a Methodist minister.
Mrs. Cooper:

He was--off and on--in fact, between Dakota Wesleyan and

Simpson he filled in at Deadwood, South Dakota. Then, as I said, he was
at Witchita and various times in between other things and maybe while he
was studying, he would fill in with the ministry. He used to help sometimes down at First Methodist Church, when they had communion and different things.

He never made much money but was very frugal and was

even able to loan money (never repaid) to his father.
T:

Did he maintain a membership in the Conference here?

Mrs. Cooper:

I'm not sure whether it was here or in South Dakota. I'm

confused about his Masonic membership, which I think he retained in South
Dakota, but I think he must've been a member of the Conference.
T:

It would be very natural for him to move his membership as he went

along because teaching in a church-related school it would be perfectly
legitimate for him to do this.
Tell me about his Masonic relationship?
Mrs. Cooper:

•

I don't know a great deal about that, either, except that he

was a 32 degree Mason--that's as high as you can go in the Masonic Order .
T:

There is a 33rd degree.

Mrs. Cooper: Yes, but that's something else and it's a big jump from one
to the other and I don't know just what that is. But he was the chaplain
at the Fairweather Lodge for some years.
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T:

You said he lost his first wife and there was a child by that marriage.

Is that daughter still living?
Mrs. Cooper:

No, she lived in South Dakota, and her husband was a

prominent banker in South Dakota and she moved to Willamette View Manor
in Portland and was there till she died in 1968.
T:

What was her married name?

Mrs. Cooper:
T:

Rempfer.

Is your brother living?

Mrs. Cooper:

No, he died about the same time--it was 1967. He was a

teacher at Leavenworth, Washington, but he had various other types of
work that he had done and he finally found that teaching was what he really
want ed to do, but his health failed, then, and he couldn't teach very long.
That was another thing about my father . He didn't like administrative work
at all. He did some in Mt. Pleasant--he was the dean and acting president
for awhile but he didn't like that. He really just liked to teach.
T:

It sounds like he just loved students and wanted to be with them and they

loved him.
Mrs. Cooper:

•

He liked that type of work--of relating-with them and teaching,

but administrative work he just didn't like at all .
T:

That's perfectly understandable, for it can be very difficult.

Mrs. Cooper: Well, he wasn't a politia n; he was just his own man and did
what he thought was right and said what he thought was right, without feeling

-15that he had to "kowtow' to anybody, and sometimes you have to do that in
administration.
T:

Did he ever write anything?

Mrs. Cooper:

Yes, he wrote numerous articles which I don't know much

about but he did write a book one time. But he wasn't very happy with it
and a few years afterwards he said his ideas had changed. It was a
religious book, of course, entitled:

Christianity As A Factor In Civilization:

An Evidence of its Supernatural Origin; Cincinnati:
New York:
T:

Cranston

&

Curts.

Hunt and Eaton; 1893 .

This has been very helpful, because without a doubt, Dr. Weir was one

of the very outstanding professors in our history and it is good to get this
first-hand information about him.

The end .

•

; ·;;re_~':"~~2o8uS:

1a2S;~VRi~c J\hgi,r.;·~· T~~!! · .Ki~;-~

l

U"': ~~ ~-~~~-:- Enp_ged pro!es:uouau;r ~~~~I pUll' sine:

J Nat.:.BankBldg., Mont~ M?urtce Marks); '1 ho \\ tt!k :->.3 lh::.>r l"'ti.:~:.- ~"-\ -~·,.,_, ·. ,< t ~-::-:<-·;~ ~'rnrd~d S1!Ve r ~ednJ, St. Lou~~ ;Expn., ·l904,
__ .,..•. : - . ~,' ::··, . ,
Mildred Cram). Coutbr. :;l\l)rt ., t<.~"r~· .~~ - '-"'" ~..':-+ 'i. : ,..;.;~~ . ~:.t .•:~r ,1; "!'- t.: #titwn tor .monument t~. G~n- A:lex~ndcr
,p-1\pe
' f 'editar·, ·b. 'BiOok- to Ame.rican, British and Cottl~~~~,:-· S _'l ""C;_•• ,..·,~ - . ;;_;:·~- ~.::..;. o~troit, ·1906:; Md.. .Umon· SC!fd1ers afnd
"'s:'AOram a-nd' Caroline Wes t port, Conn. .
...-..~~~'!. ,.f.:,Y.;:,.<_- • ·:;;.:-~-·s· r;;....-;''tanumcot.,· Batttmo_re, _l 907/· Lmcoln -]>. e,
. WEIMER AI.
:a·
. .. __ '" \::~. V-•"! P.-.J.reurillc, Ky.;, Lmcoln hr einoria l. lv~ad;.
ruron -(Mich.) Ili gh·Sch.,
· ..- . -.
• ., oet:t arnea. h ......,~t · if - ~- -~;.-·.· : '"'~~~:· ·, Lincoln o::t-atue, rotu·nda of State CapttoJ?·
Grange r; ·Sept. 15, 1904; 1857-Nov. 13,.1928. ~e o \'oi, "0 il~v;,: ""~ "-·· ' ' ...;: . ~ ;.. '" ' Ky., t 9i1; ·statue of. CoL'William F:
: Granger, William Lee.
WEIN, Samuel ... chernls1., ln-..o,.., l>ioo·~· · · .
~. ~\lis., now in: y1cksbu'g · Nat. , MJ!. Park,
·, · 1897-98; Detroit' Free 12 (1922-23),
"
. ,
.
· •.-!i, • . ' ..:,~· :!;-1. ·' Miss.;· other.·works:· pedunent, Se~t~
oed Port Huron Herald, , WEINllERG, Sidney J'arr.,., ~ • , , , . _· . ., ,.:·): t'->~ St.lte CapJtol; Maybury_ Mcmpn'1 J·.
1900-IO; editor and pub~ YCll"k,· N. Y:~ Oct.. 12, 159 1; •- lr:;....~-~~~ ~2:~ ~ -~.: -<~-~- ~~ \ikh., 1~12;' sculpt"~res fac~de.of Mur:;~IP,.l\
inee!910; ' v .p. Federated (Barr) W.;· _grad. pub. "d" - f! ••»l: ' • .. ~·: ·:f _·_:;. c,J
York, 1912-13;,. fou ntams of tl,e , R1'!"

<;.

l Rs-pids Herald, .Lansing Bro~ne's- Bu_smess-Co!l, Broor-t·.~ •. 1 .,..:.- 1 :~- .. <;:>"!:.., - ~ · ·->~

e "Setting' ~~n fur Court_ of _the 1Tn~_P.L- ~:<pn., 1 9.15·; ·patr .o~ roof!."·
mg entra~cc t-o .ScottJsb ~e.
f:l:dncy.-James, ·Jobn Li~o~ton.. ~~ 'S.:·:;;~~ - ~
n, 1915 ; deS1gned the new. ~tme
withGoldman,Sac~L'c.Cf?.. l UO'r,witnl!,.~~;;:_ >-~·;~~ ·' ~·'f half dollar, · 1916~ deshme~ __ pediment
dir. of many corpn.s.. £nl. ~t00 .l:!i ;~.r1"",.u ~.-_ 4 ..~ il-~:' .: , _·:·:3 ~ fur ~~ 0 • State C~o1tol Bldg., __. and ?l-OD·
1917, ~me spL agent N:1:;:· 1 ~t--·:.H : t.,...~·tt f"". -~ =· -~ - :~ ~- ... 1 !ount;un for C?-~ttol ~ grounds . . designed
Epl agen ~.o w~r Trade Bd. :\.nf: _dcp.. ('t>U·-\"' ~.4" '!-f~ • ; :-.... ~· ~ It' to Mayor. W!l_ham Jay GaYl;IO~ Bro'?ktoms;tNorfolk,Va;; dc=>blhvd. o..:_ 1 ,,~,, "-'".. ~ .... t ~.: conumentalfneze, E~ks_ Not . .Memonal.,
diSeh-tlled ·June &, 1021. A;;;;t. ,..,_ ,,,.,..,,,... ,·, -.. ~ <,o;,:\er> Bldg,,GhJcago, 10"8, statue of Gov.
Adruory and Plannm~ Coun<:J for u.~
i J:~J~ c. c. CI&iborne, La.. .State. Capitol, 1931;.
Commerce,- June 26, 10~~; tn~ 1:-:~"::.".~n"l.l . ~.....;--!' :,>,[<~
-.:.: ) ~....,..,i ~r of monumental groups, Bro~-x. County
Bd:of NRA, Apr."Aug. 193-1; fc<,-.-:-l r ~ •""'-' .,,,,, ;, < i>JZ; all sculpture for facade, Post Office
ves~nt Bankers C¢c. Com, :u.d : 77 • ,_.U;\.. ·.¢_
· f·,; rla~.. Washington, 1933; monumenta l frieze
fn,e_stment Ba~kcJ"3 Con f .. ln\7.~ tnr!!t. !•- a _·:\.~~ ·, ·::...~~ .£7~ Court ~m 1 Supreme Court. ~l?g.,.
.A.dVJsory C_ounc1l and cxc.c. com._ cf l k~. t. <4:.; ~-'---"';,.._ · . : ..~ ~--.~n. 1933; pediment sculpture for- ~rnves
meree; mem. Dcm. -rN:~.t.. C01rnr.>:~.J~ r:\!"'(':'~ y -'?··:f,_.,~~
-::;_ ~- ·q·l.~~.ing_~on, 1933 ; bro:nzo doors, Am. -Aead.
qom-. 193~.· - Mem. ~cw \"!jrk t~-x:k ~~., '"~*:> ~ t-~. .
~-~ ~ i r.~tttrs Bldg:,l937. _Mem. lnternat. Jn~y of
s111ce 1938!, Now York Curb
, .,.~,
·~ ,..-:<. P,nama P.I. Expn,, 1915. Awarded Sliver
. : ·.~ .P:,SMSeiB lntern&t. Expn., 1910; gold medal of
re;tmene Bankers Assn. of A.m<r.~ l'.'J "-'7, .,. 4
1937-38, also se rved on V3rio~ cor::-.,..; ~-.~:·, · 1"k
__,_·~ ...~ ~5t1llpture, Architectura!Leagu~, New York,_
Arbitr3tion Assn.; me.m. N.Y. ~ ~ ~tc ('""!::--;~'"".1 w
-· ·}, ~,_'!- J ~niord Saltus award medal of Am. Numla-;
Commerce, Am. Legion, Eapp3 ll~':3 i~ .~-~,;.
._ ;; .rt~ 1920; George D-.-Widener gold medal", Pa.
c:at. .. Mason. Clubs: Bond, F.<:or. '"""'·
·> ~""Arts, 1924;- fine arts rn edal,A,I.A., 192j).
Sqnate Garden, Harmonic, ThcT:ct~t-.U! <:-..: ~.- "!,- -.r~·!:, ~ - .. ~ ~ i.. i?!l: mem. Nat. Inst: Arts and ·Letters, Am-.
Tba. Town, Scarsd:de Square, ~tmn~;-,;~::~A t;.._,n.V:.'f!~-- d. :"'!'t .Wand Letter~, Nat. Sculpture Soc.. - (pres'.
(SC3rs9-ale); _--·_Jc£ferson Isl:mda l.:'\("~...:4.. . H-i.::~
_,-~·: -c ~\.l.rthtl . _
Lea-gue. Am_. Numis. Soc. (medal
Home~- 8 .Re1me r Rd., Sco..tsCak, ~.Y. t~'""'.14-.• ;f:_ . . , ;;. -;:;._~[em. Nat. Commn. Fme Arts ; mem. N.Y.
P'_neSt_, New York, N.Y.
.:r- -.
-·-: :.~ 1rl Commn., 1924-28. Designed · -Vi~tory
W"EnlBERGZR l3ernhard Woll tt""~~
~ ~ lor U.S.A., · 1919, · nominicnn ~ampai gn
tist. S'ee. \'ol. 19 (19:i6-37).
•
{ ,;.. t:L"'., 1923. Club" Century, Nat . Arts.
·WEINERT , Albert, sculptor~ b. ~~~-f.*f. 2 •-.: ·:• .-::~ ~-234 Greem~·ay, S., Forest H_t l!s, ~.Y. _
.
many, · Ju.ne 13, · 1863; 1. Edw:v-cJ A r.,;:.t~ ,_...~ _ , ::.~ ftlNSTEIN, Al¥xan~er· , consultmg mdus-Augusta ..(Gerbard) -W.; cd. lto;-,J ,.,.,~,. . t .-><t ,. •.:.< •• .,_,,; l. New York, N.Y., Oct. 8, 1891; .. s.
traveling. scho"'-!ship, Ecol o drs lkaox '-''"'- ·.'· ·-:-:-; · ·'~ll-"<1 Frieda (Chester) W:; student Columblu,
sels· C:lme to U.S., 1 8~6. nJ.tcrah:. t""J n ~ ~ M
~~ n-~: n:msrried. Industnal engr. Pacific Novel~
m. -Ann Eliza NieL~n. of C bri!';ti:1r.L, . ~~..:.t'A -1'._ ~~ : ·~ ·D:.:pont Viacoloid Co.), 1918-20, Gt>m Safety
~- ·wC?rks: Ar~hilc_cturn.l stu!1,•tu~ ' " .~~~
~ ~;, 192!-26, Colombia Bank, 1920-24; OOll!J.
mona! Ltbrary, \\·ashmp;ton, D.t .. :
·o:>:r>lmgr. Hamersley Mfg. Co., 1926-34, Gilmen!" at Lake George, N .'i.; Mcl,;:,h." ' ~!....='"'"'-· .'·
""""''Co., 1934-35 ; apptd. by Federal Cotirt
Toledo .0.· statue of Gov. Stel"Cr.ll T . .t....l ~'"' ~- ·
:.,__r.'l'!r Kelly Springfield Tire Co., 1935; ap_pt d.
trait Mlch: · statue of Lord B:llrirllOft\o •\ l~~~ ''·:£ 1). Chancery Cour t teceiver Kelly Soringfield
Md.~ ~ marble group, in Hall of H~ -1-, _ ill-l ... -'; _y,_,_ -~
\ ~'};!);sec. and treas . KeUy l)pringfield T ire
bron'ze t rophy for Submarine Div .. U..-;. s~.ory ; -~
\. :n.i: apptd.. by Federal Court tmatee \Varnerrath·e figur es; San Fr:1n c ~co .E~ p,n .. _1-Jl_~ --~ ~ ~ :2l C(l., 1936; cons-. engr: for Pre~erred Stock~
Nat. Sculpture Soc.; hoc. mem. \\~.._1:. :~ ~,.~-:,..,..;~Com.ofSta.nda.rdGas& Ele ctnc Co., 1935Lightlnf. Lutheran. Ho1M: 1125 too >!>d ~-'""'"as it. Sanitary Corps, U.S. Army, 1918New York N.Y.
t ?... ~.of irmustry on City Industrial Relation s

·ri~e:ife~fd 6~~st1. re~~ eve.mng sesst?~~; Coluzn bb a~d ~"" '"f :t (e::_~_·;~~ :~,--"·,_.
p

·y.:Commn.; pres.' - ort

P~Ji:~:SJ:~b;;(l~~~:
Pott Huron Golf (pres ..):

•n . 1

J~D.Q.) . .Authorof .' ~il
Too," 1937. .H omeH4948
:U;nco.R erald,Part uron;

::,cc;· · ..
., ..:
·." ;,p·re;. -L., BaiDberge.r &
bec~5; 1907; ".Rich:u-d
· student ·Hotchkiss &h.,
.: Alleoo Half, Jan ..5, 19..i.5-;
[artha;.. With: R. H. ~facy
la.mherger & Co., 1935-3~
Englewood, N.J. O!Jicel

N.J.

MarkotS.t" .Newark,
iia:ul' Fiederlck 'Van

Rotterdam, Netherlands.
,nes- a-nd. Cl3.ilna. ~oballll3
ent ·Acad. o£.Crcatp; e"'A.rts
Toch::·c,rts Sch., The
1Rhen.ish.~.EJ;:tgring.
CalL,
;· m:..''!lida Jeann e Jacoba
son,
Johannes;
·m. 2d,
1
etzel,: of.Berlin-~- Germany,
J U.S.t · I924_;.- n 3 tur~l ized,
ist· apprentice, .- 1905; - sue1
ab: Garbo Labme;·er Co.,
\gemeene E1ectriciteit.s -~y,
barge- lit. and ·M:vertlSln~
nd, "chlef engr. in charge
>rks,- -Breda, Holland'; held
13·in ·U,S., 1924--29; : foreign
Engineering.· Index, lne.,
professional ; eng1., -N.Y.
ngrs.;.Inst.ofRadioEn grs.
tech: • pubis.- pubhshed· m
. 232d St., Riverdale, New
V; 39th St., New York,-N .Y.
7/Uliam·, .-· newsbaver ·tmb.;
1s80; :s...John W_ilson and
! ) W:; ed ·' ·JJUb · schs.; m.
.e

'~;~:b:';c~s~~E~~J.~;Od,
.

910 3

m.- Hele.o· L1vmgston, ~cvt. z~ .l'J:U·

~- -\: --.·~_--"· :·
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p bl hl

C

.:town P~h~e
:Pen~~o~~und
Press, Am. News-

\.SSOO! a t«<.

(liartko ; n) W.';' U .ofC~lo ,l'J{XH..:': i-M,::-; ~
Sch. of Mmes. 1908; m. Mnry L..-G tll. d .,~~
Colo July 3 1913· ch1ldren-Lnu~ ....1'4~

-:~ engrmg., Columbm, dtr. Hebrew Ednl.
~~ : !ii:IW -~A...A.S. ; mem.Am. Soc . Mech. Engrs.,
.,. ,_ •J'- Ptotess1onal Engrs., N.Y. State Soc. Pro~~ ~rs., Tech; f'.ssn. Paper a~d Pulp ln....,, __\
• Poltt. Sctence, Economic Research
~ u ... le of Bank ers Club, Soc. for Advance·

'Pa. Newsoaper Pubhsh~ts' {Mr;: Wayne' Spenr), Cathcru.:e. ~1.:.·~ ~IV-;:
areQrgn. ; d.u. Boys' Haven, John. Smelter sampler and crRt ~:11 ~r.H l $ - ~

Hi l Soo 1 h gh c
t
man mill supt gen. supt. LiOOr-t-:; ll("f 1 ~..,. ..•ca:U.' M.;;._ Reformed~? Co 'Tellurtdc ''colo 1911-21; nlclol- ~ ~
mem. Tall Cedars of Leb- ExPloratiOn Co., 1921-23; d1r. c:q.tl ~~ ~
lks, Eagles, PatriotiC Order Sch o[ Mmes since 1923 ; con.s.. ~ru~=-~.. .
,erhood of A.me-nca, Chamber DUI..'lberof large m.1mng aml chem. cv:l~ •.-W;d;. _.._

~ •llwgement (advJSOry bd.), Soc. Industrial

~.~~:..treas.). Hebr.ew rrl!~ 1on. Clubs: l3ao_k~
~~t~eeo~h Colu;nbm Um vers1ty, ~nom 1c,
"'- 1;1Tood O
\ en OO c., Ph il harmon ic ...,oc. _(New
:,..,. ;5('
Country iL 1.). Contbr. to JOUXS.
"'i~t; -~~ml Park"· Ojj~cs: 120 Broadway,

CirculatiOn Managers' Assn. 1nventor processes for mang.:l.DB.c
t--·::;a;e.,.~
5Lmden St. Offtee: 101 N. and cement mate.nals; man}· a!'f';~:!~. ~~~,.~
'

h

,
· ht· b Ph'!

on fio ta.t10n and cyamdation (.--QW1 1 :J~ ~
gold medal Colo. E ngnn"- C.n r.o • • • ~Jc.,....,.

..:

· .
'.t!ra
, •Ernest
Tener,

;u~ ~r~ ~1ars~g) 'w: g~aad, lnst. Mcta!.l Engrs. A..}:.. A-f· Mi~~;: ~- -:. _.. ; . ~;~Sij ;

Pb..\a .

~r
s~udted f~ Pans·
t~denta' f..eague Ne'v York!
JV. 27 1024. Re'tains malde~
dun~g Qcb day3 • w:ts nsso

ra nd ~ 0 tbr to'Phlij. Ev~
·e! :,th th: Ne;., York s :mday
,
(
I)

rs .~c A.mrnca counct •
met!), Woman Pays Club (bd.
allon Assn, Author: (books)
of theatncal stones), 1923·
e (novel), pubr in
and
'lnl:Y: wom:m colbborator) Tho
.:tory, 1935, Headl me News,

u.s.

Soc. of Aroenca. Ep1sco~ l:11l- .\r.-1.1 ~ ~ --J ~~ -.: ....~
~tar. Author: Funct10W 1 S~c l" lJ'l'IO'"' I --::·::ro:~ ~ ·=-- - --~
Grmds, 1921); (wlth lrYill~ J C:l ~nk"r! rJ ~ ~ ~ ~
FlotatiO n, 1933; (vntb C. ·u~~:: w r-~ >e.t1!1: ~.- ...
Flotatwu,_. 1937. Contbr. ur ~·to ~
'-:::
~· J
me tall. JOUrs. Home: Golden, C<> • •• • .,._:;~;: - ~
WEINMAN Adolph Alex>D 0 - .' ~ -1', ~
'
c
•
n Ocrm:1nr, Ot~ l ~ + r"
•
~ ~.
b. I{arLruhc, Bade '.
(\Ycm;!'>'"' "~ ~ ';
Gustave and Il:athannob ~cb..e., ;-<c.e ' •:;
Vo1kschulc, Gcrt'l'!~my, pu_ ·e) Art S!·rJ'::',\
-JJ: ~~· -. -;:
Ins_t. (MJtchcl! 'liance rr~)
· I l;'IPd in ::.rx-;~y .G-"'-" . ...: ·.1 ~~(pnzes l D mode ng c 5
03-udcr. l t\.-...,"', J.. :--:fl:i • ,£-l
Mar_tmy, and Augus tf 3 B r~oklYn . !\...,..-.. _;.~ . · ." ~S

I

I·'

$t'

~ 1r ·

r,~

....~

i}l.

pubhc schools, P1 ttsburgh; m. Mary
dhlidrcn-M rs. Coleman C. Carter,

ur ~

.L.u.,

(t~':',;~':;~tcf~~G£~:~/'U~h'~~,~·~~~~r;:J.

o'ther Corpus. Pres. Am .. Iro.ri.and Steel Inst.;-i me~
advisory ,bd. Transportation . .4ssn;••A'meriea.; ·diroPittsburgh RegionaLPlanning·CAssn.; 'mem. PiCW
burgh Syrup hooy Soc, Carnegit'>b)stitnte; engineers
Soc. oUVestcrn Pa., Pittsburgh ·chambct· Of Commer@ , Father~ and BonwGo/f.:A,ssli. OiAVestern Pa.;
~ern. _1)d;_~irs .. and~ ex~9. com-.: ·-l,}{ uf Pltt~burgbi
/ll!egheny G.n; .Hosp., ·Maurice. and. Laura · Falk
Eoundation:.l'r\JEtee fust·-End Christian C!). (Pit~
burgh ). :- (!luhs: .Bankers,... .Duquesne, Pi tl:llburgh
F~eld,_ ClYlo Qlub of· Allegheny· County, PJ ti:llburgb
Athletic Assn., .Fox. Chapet(Pittshurgb); Long. Vue
Club of · Verona; ·Pa,. (gov,);' : Williams · Country
(Weirtol)-Hollidays Cove,W, Ya.); Woodmont Rod
and _Gun (Md.); Detr.oit ·Club (Detroit)·; , Queen
City (Cincinna,ti); Jlnion· League,: Links, . Cloud;
Congressional· Countty · (IVashington,. D.C.);. Mid
Ocean. Anglers (Bermuda}.. ,;;nne:: Schenley Apts.
Offia; Grant )3ldg., Pittsburgh, Pa, .. , · ·, . : ,-. : .
, · WElR; 'Irene, ' artist; b:·•St/ kuis, Mo.. ;' . d:
Walter· and Annie Field (Alidrews) Weit; · (l.cl:·
Robert W. We1r of U.S. MiL Aoad.; B.F. A., Yale,
1906; student of J.·A!deti. Weir ; dipl6me, !'Ecole
des Be&ux: Ar-ts America-iDe,- Folitainebleau,<Fran:ce,
1923-1927:·- tra-·eled ·and· 's tudied iri Paris;.. Italy,
Spain, Holland, England. Formerly dir .or art instrn~.
N~~~ ·Haven, ~ ..Conn., : ::m d..Btooklin~; . M?.SS- i ~ . later
di r. Slater Mus. Sch. of Art •. Norwich, Conn.; and
dir,.of.fine arts, dep t. of. Ethical Culture Seb.·, New
Yoik;' fouhdci.and air: sch. of .Design and Liberal
Arts , New _York, .l 9U-29·. : Principal works: ''Little
Red.TOp," Mus. of Firie A:rtsi Houston ;· portrait of
Dr.cC)'prian Willcox, MemOrial Hall, Univ: ' of Ga.;
portrait of Prof. Robert W. Weir, founder of art
dept;U.S. Mil. Acad.; portrait of Maj. Gen. Irwin
McDowell, Wes t Point, N.Y.; .pur trait ~f Madam,;
Cune. MomorJa! Hasp., .N.Y,; murals ,Baotlllm,
~ 'Crucifixion," ~ 'Adoring Saints.' ~ - ', 'New Life,"..Bot.
Gardens, N.Y., "Vision," St.Luke'S,Ka.OOnah, "Garden of Hes.perides," 'Yomen's University Club.. N.Y.,
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Francis, ·cahticle o[ the Sun" (RolliruJ College,
Winter Park, Fla.). · Mem. Assn. of Fine Art~
(Yale). Art Alliance of America. Salons of America,
Independen t Artists of America, ·N a t. Assn. of
\Yomen Painters and Sculptors, Nat. SoC. of Etchers,
Founder's Group of Museum of Jnne A.rts (liouston, Texas). Clubs: Lyceum (London); Classical, \\"11.ter Color, 1Y~omen's University {New York).

dea
W:

···Nativity,"

~u li c n

~r~1t ~tA~ eO';~ }?~~~~e~·o~~inif.~n m~~~~~~:

~~~~~r·0 ~~·c:::te~r-~~~~h~r~~~;a~br~~~ ~~:

Addre~s: \ j'oroen's JJ;llversity Clu~. 40 Yan~crbilt
Av., New York , N .Y., . (~ummers) Katonah, N.Y.
WEIR, Samuel, uruv. prof. ; b. Lon don, Ont.,
Can., Apr. 15, 1850 : ''Robert and .Martha (Sutton)
IV.; A.B., Northwestern U.:· 1889; B.D., Garrett
Bib!. Inst., 1887; A.M. , Ill. Wes[eyan U., 1891;
Ph.D., U. of .lena, 1895; m. Sarah Richards, J une 2,
1897; children-Helen Irene (Mrs. Wm. C. Rompfer), Richard Sutton, Mary Frances (Mrs. Ed. J.
Cooper). Prof. Latin and Greek, Southwest Kan.
Coli., 1889-90; ordained M,E, mini.>try, 1884;
pastor at Wichita. Kan .• . and Cheyenne. Wyo.,
1889-92; inslr. mathematics, Northwestern U., 189293: prof. eth ics and history of edn., New York U.,
1895-1901; lecturer on pedagogy, U. of Cincinnati,
1901-02; prin. Clarion (Pa.) State Normal Sc h.,
190:l-04; v.p. and prof. of odn. and philosophy, Dnk.
Wes[eyan U,, 1905-11, dean Coli. of Liberal Arts,
and p~of. philosophy· and psychology, 1911-14; prof.
edo.., Simpson CoiL, Indianola, Ia., 1914-18; dean
and acti ng pres., Ia. We-sleyan CoiL, !91 B ~I 9. pro ~
fcssor -edUca tion, 1019:.22~ professor edUc:ltioD. and
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~~~r~f~~~;~,?~~3s~f S~!~\,~~A'.~·p~n~-~; ktr,rg!: ~·-

~~ s;Ernest T. (twms); m. 2d, Mrs. Au!hor: Christianity as- a Fn.ctor in .Cjvilization,
~.1: \'\"tre &bert, 1926. Began In employ of 1S93. Con. tbr. ·numerous artitles ·on ednl. .nnd philoo
.. .
~4~Co
, 1891; became connected mtb subjects. Home: 1927 N. l'ife St, Tacoma, Wash.
·, ~Mills' 190892 , apptd. ch>ef clk. Monongahela
WEffi, ·wJJllam Clarence,. ·univ.. pres. SCe
l;o. fiC1 bo ' 1,htersupt.,alsomgr. Monessen Yol. l 5 (1 928:29).
, - . ,-, , ' . ., ·: ., ·
••: '
th belo ogJn~~otheAm.TinPlate Co .•
\.. ~ " 1h J. R. Ph1lhps, 1905, in orgamzm g · WEIR, . .William Fig l ey , clergyman; b. Au·
~ ';I'! Sheet & Tm Plato Co. (C larksburg, W. gll!ltn, 0., D.ec. 28, 1861; •· Andrew D. aod Em>iy
.if-lc · ~hlth became pres 1908 title changed S. {Figley) W.;. A.B., Washington and Jefferson
..~...:;~~Weirton Steel co:. whtch became a l!tl~
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a..nd b now· chmn. of bd. and chief York, .1887-88; D.D., _ Coil .of .WQOSter. 1905;
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